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ONSCIOUS of the preſumption, 

1 1 may be cenſured with, in 
uttering (from a female pen) a 
treatiſe on the trade, manufactures, 
laws, and police of this country, it 
may be proper to inform thoſe of my 
readers, who are not perſonally ac- 
quainted with me, that I have both 
in theory and practice, been wholly . 
converſant in the molt active part of 
life, from my early age, being inſti- 
gated to ſuch ſteps from the extra- 
ordinary adventures, which have in a 
moſt ſingular manner, attended my- 
{elf and family, reverſing (in that 
particular) the uſual province allot- 

., ted 
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ted to others of my ſex, in which 

undertaking, with pleaſure I declare, 

I was {ſucceſsful to my wiſhes, till 
from the preſſure of the late war, and 
other concomitant circumſtances, 
pointed out inthe following memoirs, 

the whole of my former advantages 
have been cancelled, which being 
thought too intereſting to paſs un- 
noticed, I have been urged by ſome; |} 
of my moſt warm friends, to the. 
declaration of a ſcene of events, in 

YT routine, that I flatter myſelf, are too 

k rare to be frequently ſpecified; and 
ſhould the misfortunes to which I 
have been ſubjected, point out the 
means to others, of eſcaping fimilar 
evils, to ſuch as have followed me, | 

in the courſe of the moſt poignant- 

experience, either in the trading or 
private line, I ſhall be happy to have 

been the means of conveying ſuch 

ideas 
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ideas to the world in general, as may 
render me in any ſhape, a uſeful 
member of ſociety. 

This manuſeript being finiſhed 
on the twenty-eighth of April laſt,” 
but from particular circumſtances 
kept back, hope it will be no im- 
putation of neglect, but ſeveral bills 
having been pailed, ſimilar to ſome 
items inſerted, | I with to aver 
that no particulars whatever con- 
tained in thoſe volumes, have been 
gathered from any other informa- 
tion' than ſuch as met my own 
obſervation on which account I 
thought it quite nectflary to make 
this remark and ſolemn declaration 
on the matter. | 

Relying fully on the candor and 
generoſity of the inhabitants of this 
ſeat of humanity (for ſucceſs) in 
this undertaking, I truſt no farther 
3 apologies 
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apologies need ſhew themſelves, as to 


a certainty, every reader may reſt 
aſſured, that not a ſingle incident is 
here inſerted, but is founded on the 
moſt ſolid truths, ſuch being the 
ſole baſis of this publication, in full 
hope of approbation, I remain, 

5 the publick's. 

moſt faithful, 

moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble Servant, h 
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N Gallic land my grandfire firſt had breath 
Where vines * profuſe, (adorn the ambient | 
earth, ) 
In platform large, his ancient right he claimed, | 
In filver work and learning both was famed, 
But urged to ſearch wide nature's vaſt expanſe, 
He ſhipp'd his bark, (Columbus like) from France 
In ſearch of native ore, to Mexico he went, 
Which to his wiſhes yield its full extent; 
But e're the briny ocean back he eroſt, 
Oh, dire event! both ſhip and cargo loſt. 
Loſt too to pirates, who no mercy ſhewed : 
But would. their hands in his pure blood embrued, 
But. that on Providence he called for aid, 
And in ſtrong faith, implicitly obey'd. _ 
Down from the fide, upon the waves he rode, 
Expecting each to wreck him from th' abode, 
Of men on earth, to ſink in wat*ry grave: 
(Yet not his work complete) ſome means to ſave, 
Was by the fates ordained to keep the man, 
To fight in Briton's cauſe, a wonderous plan. 
A ſp. 
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A ſhip appears, a glorious ſight to ſee, 


The ſtranger craved from vaſt eternity. 
'Tis Briton's province, bounty thus to ſhew, 
And gratitude is robed in brighteſt hue. © 


In William and in Anna's reigns he fought, 


Inſpired with courage true, (not wealth he ſought) 
But juſt reſentment filled his well warmed breaſt, 
Foreſtall'd in + ſtature, warned him home to reſt. | 
When home he went, a partner next he ſought = 
To ſhare each care, and moſt pathetic thought; 

A maid who had but breathed, ere he departed, 


Was now juſt grown, to whom he ſoon imparted, 


His wiſh moſt ſanguine, ſhew'd in earneſt truth, 
How well he lik*d her perſon, ſenſe, and youth. 
They wedded-were, and from their plighted troth, 
In nature's courſe, a daughter now brought, forth, | 
Beauteous in form, in virtue grown complete, | 
She ſurged the wave, to milder laws retreat. 


But not before impreſt hy tender thought, 


She had a contract made, and love had ſought, 
In ſon of Mars, who brave was too and clever, 
That in her heart, he had the pureſt centre. 
But as trite fate the iſſue had decreed, 


Her lover went his country's cares to heed; 


And when on Albion's ſhore, herſelf ſhe found, 


My father's heart ſhe did moſt keenly wound. | 
| | 77 T's 


+ Being very low in Rature, the Colonel promoted his 
Nephew out of courſe, upon which my Grandfather yielded 
vp his Commiſſion without emolument. 
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To a duenna, he, his ſoul imparted, 

A ſcheme was laid, that death her love had darted- 

Voung and unſkill'd, no parent near to guide, 

From hymen's altar, came his lawful bride; 

The teſt of love betroth'd a ſtory ſtrange, 

Eight months elapſed, her peace again derange, 

(Ere time and nature had my being brought, 

On earth's wide ſpan, ies ITS ſcene had: 
ſought. 

Strange checquertoo, my pen muſt ſoon Aieloſe, 

Two ſpots of dark, to one of light expoſe z _ 

My foſter'd father wak'd to love's alarms, | 

Demands in tato, who poſſeſſed thoſe charms :- 

He now had earned in time, and tort complete, 

Her huſband ſeen, he bids her tears retreat. 

Sad emblems of deceit on youth diſplay'd, 

Her lover, pardon gave, though thus betrayed ; 

But ftill the ſcarous'd. wound at heart was ſhewn, - 

And grief took place where mirth its ſeat had 

known. 

My birth, but blew the kindled coals anew, 

And love gave way to hate, and anger too. 

The parties each, alike their folly blame, 

And now too late for wrong or right to claim ; 

The ſun twice more, its orbit race had been, 

When one more daughter in her arms was ſeen. 

But long the tyrant death, the ſtroke had given, 

And fix months more, they ſoared both to heaven. 

Mother and ſiſter, loſt dread loſs to me, 

A friend moſt wanting now, my needs to ſee; 
| | 35 No 
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No female guide, my infant woes begin, 
I fuffered much myſelf, by others fin, 
Begun by mother loſt, proceed by other gained, 
Whom virtue's path ne'er ſought or vice reſtrained. 
Thus far advanced the varied ſcene began, 
And ill on ill, ſucceed in fortune's plan. 
The union broke of wedlocks ſacred bands, 
Confuſion rends his heart, (my father ſtands) 
Eſtranged, aghaſt, and friendleſs as he thought, 
Vet not by all forſook, as when he ſought, 
His tale to tell, they pity on him took, a 
The ordeal trial paſt his former cares forſook. 
But ſtung with ſad remorſe, in ill fate exerted 
No cure he {ound but wine, for love deſerted. 
My father now, my needful aid did claim, 
But ten years paſt and not empower'd to aim; 
At learnings' taſk with pen or filk to ſhew, 
By ſtrange neglect, to read was moſt I knew. 
Yet that in Lingo's two I muſt confeſs, _ 
But ſtill was wanting, what I ſought t' expreſs; 
But as the time arrived to pleaſe my will, 
I ſoon in work excelled, and loved the quill; 
In various arts my genius well was tried, 
And fate decreed me often to decide. 
Where others failed, I uſeful chanced to be, 
And from my tut'refs oft did favors fee. | 
This ſcene veiled o'er, the curtain ſoon was drawn, 
Oo life's wide ſtage, at fifteen early dawn, 
A taſk laborious in my lot was caſt, 
A glance more various, far than was the laſt ; 

| | Yet 
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Yet ſtill uplooking in this new carreer, 
; Careſs'd by ſome, to others ſtrange appear; 
An abſentee, ſome years at learning's ſhrine, 

My father wiſhed a ſon his gift inſtead of mine. 
However, as my ſtars my doom had fixed, 

I ſeven years with moſt deſcriptions mixed : 

In town and country golden ſtreams I ſought, 
And with accumulation ſorrows bought; 
Sorrows heart- felt, and piercing to deſcribe, 

As face and ſenſe appeared, (deluding bribe.) 
My fate thus ſealed, at hymen's voted ſhrine, 

A ſon firſt crown'd our wiſh, next daughter fine. 
But both for heaven deſign'd, their ſtay was ſhort, 
Above they ſoared, and left us both abſorpt ; ; 
Abſorpt in grief, as nature's dictates tend, | . 
Vet how propitious God, to take or ſend. 

Supreme his juſtice, judgments too ſo mild, 

Leaſt prone to ill, (he takes the darling child.) 

Could we but chearful yield to his decree, ; 
Ho mild his precepts would appear to be. 

But oh! how wild our paſſions, to controul, 

Unleſs religion, guards the inmoſt ſoul, 

My father next, entombed among the dead, 5 9 
Leaves me to Providence and huſband's bread. lis pri 


Whoſe boſom then, his favorite vice concealed; / K* 1 1 

And then whoſe care, I thought an earthly ſhield, / 15 0 j 
Some years we traverſed land, and ſometimes ſea, 7 : . 

With buſineſs mixed a full ſufficient plea, SA ee 
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Meaning my marriage with Mr. Moore. 


nh d ee. 


To ſee how nature did diffuſe her bounty, 

From Glaſgow north, to Cornwall "wy each 
county. | 

But as ſometime elapſed in ſeeming eaſe, | 

The ills grew reſtleſs, nor the virtues pleaſe : 

With fire and ſword, with war and tumults teaze- ] 

With war abroad, corruption great at home, 

My breaſt tormented, ſcarce new where to roam; 

My confidence betrayed, a horrid ſtory, _ 

And that too dreadful to deſcribe and glory, 

In ſuch a vice as greater can't be born, 

And in ſuch moment how the ſoul is torn ; 

But yet ſuſceptible, where conſcience bows, 

And by fair promiſes, (ingracious ſhews) 

My heart relented, and I kiſſed the rod, 

Till death his ſeal had put, his ſcourge was ſhod. 

Near twenty years in wedlock's union bound, 

The heroine of this piece I now am found, 

And truſt &er volumes three, are well diſſected, 

My candid friends + will ve healed the part aſtecded. 

And as in duty bound I try to pleaſe, 

As ſuch adminiſter their cordial eaſe: 

(By this I mean to earn their future favors, _. 

I ever lived and hope tedo by labours ; 

Of head and pen, at ſuch alone I aim, 

Already due, my warmeſt thanks they claim.) 

And ſhould kind Providence my cauſe eſpouſe, 

Succeſsful make me, (Pheonix like) diſcloſe, 

From duſt by rays of genial warmth of ſun, 

I may again up riſe, (cer nature's glaſs is run.) 


+ By a full ſupply of ſubſcriptions. 
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FJAVING in the index begun the 
genealogy of my family on my 
mother's ſide, it may be thought to 
_ favour of partiality ; but that being 
a natural cauſe, in alluſion to ſex; 
I ſhall, without further apology an- 
nounce, that my mother's father 
Mr. G——r, was born in the pro- 
vince of St. Onge, in France, in or 
near the city of Cogniac (which 
place being well known for its ex- 
a oa cellent 
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cellent liquors, which are ſo much 


eſteemed in this country, I ſhall. 


ſpecify no farther particulars) where 


he enjoyed the franchiſes ofthat place 


in common with other people of 
ſufficient - property to be entitled 
thereto ; being heir to a good pater- 
nal eſtate, which had been much 
more extenſive, and I am informed, 
had once a title annexed, but ima- 


gine in times of perſecution thoſe. 


privileges were abridged in the pro- 
teſtant line; my family through- 


out have been ſtrict adherents to 


that perſuaſion, (I think it a 


happy and favourable circum- 


ſtance that it yet remains in heredi- 
tary hold) many of which are ſtill 
with myſelf in being, though not all 


on the ſpot. Being of an active diſ- 
poſition, and poſſeſſing good abili- 


ties, he indented himſelf to a ſilver- 
1 mitn 
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ſmith and engraver. of the city 
where he lived; and after the expi- 
ration of the cuſtomary time for im- 
provement, was defirous of - ſceing 
the place where nature was ſo pro- 
fuſe in the mineral world ; to gra- 
tify which curioſity, he fixed on the 
firſt convenient opportunity for en- 
larging his ideas in that particular, 
by ſeeing that extenſive quar- 
ter of the terreſtrial globe, ſo long 
paſſed over, by geographers of every 
deſcription, to purchaſe ſilver in its 
original ſtate ; preparatory to which 
he availed himſelf of what inform- - 
ation he could poſſibly collect, need- 
ful for making ſuch obſervations, as 
might furniſh him with particulars 
ſufficient to prevent too early an in- 
tercourſe with the natives in his fa- 
vourite purſuit; in the courſe. of 
which a remarkable circumſtance 
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occurred; in taking leave, in a cor- 
dial and reſpectful manner, of his 
friends, he called at the houſe of one 
who was a diſtant relation, and at 
that time lay-in with a daughter; 
when, fondly embracing the dear in- 
fant, he jocularly remarked, that in 
proceſs of time ſhe might be his wife; 
which, however ſtrange it might 
then appear, in the courſe of events, 
ſo happened. But to proceed: in 
due time, being properly equipped, 
the hero of my preſent tale ſet out 
on his intended voyage; and being 
capable of increaſing his fund of 


knowledge, did not ceaſe to enlarge 


upon the beauties of the creation, 
which were fully exemplified in the 
wonders of the deep. 

When the time arrived for his 
he on nk South American er- 
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inſpection, he attained the knowledge 
he ſought for; and fully ſatisfied 
reſpecting the origin of filver, pur- 
chaſed what he thought ſufficient, 
and reimbarked in hopes of reach- 
ing his native land. But, how tran- 
ſitory are our enjoyments, and ho- 
vague our wiſhes! in the very in- 
ſtant of his higheſt expectations, be- 
ing far advanced in that voyage, 


which was to crown his moſt ſan- 


guine deſires; (by again meeting his 
deareſt friends and relations) a moſt 
awful ſcene awaited; ſoon were his 
moſt flattering expectations, by one 
fatal ſtroke, buried in oblivion, and he 
found himſelf in the hands of the 
moſt barbarous ſavages: had the loſs 
been ſuſtained in combat, then might 
this tranſaction have been diſpenſed 
with; had valour and victory been 


| united, then might this dire calamity 


B 3 have 
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have been ſoothed with the pleaſing 
fatisfaction of knowing, that either 
the bold or brave would have been 
benefited by the capture: but, in this 
inſtance, fate had decreed the moſt 
eruel pirates to ſhare the ſpoil: the 
veſſel being captured, and ſoon over- 
powered by thoſe worſt of aſſaſſins, 
who, deaf to the cries of the unfor- 
tunate, and callous to every tender 


feeling, even from thoſe who plead- 


ed in behalf of their moſt dear con- 
nections, left them but one alterna- 
tive to eſcape immediate death or 
future ſlavery, and that, dreadful to 
relate by yielding to the mercy of the 
waves, and immediately plunging 
into the ſea; the latter of which was 
preferred by my grandfather ; and be- 

ing, no doubt, referved for ſome im- 

portant buſineſs in life, he was taken. 

up a an Engliſh veſſel, which foon 
after 
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after appeared in ſight, to the great 
relief of all the crew who had faith 
ſufficient to truſt to Providence in 
the attempt. 

Once more launched on the wide 
P a ſtrange though hoſpi- 
table country, he had a freſh occu- 
| pation to ſeek. Not chuſing to re- 
turn immediately home, after ſo great 
a diſappointment of his moſt ſan- 
guine wiſhes; but having, in this 
country, connexions ſufficient to pro- 
cure him a commiſſion in the army, 
he determined to carry a pair of co- 
lours in its defence, which he did 
ſome years, and was promoted 
in due courſe, for a ſeaſon, in the 
heat of contention : but times grow- 
ing cooler, in the reign of queen 
Anne, and the colonel having a near 
friend to promote, ſuffered the French 
3 (who being very low in 

1 ſtature 
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ſtature, though of an ambitious 
mind, to paſs unnoticed, and yield 


to a Britiſh-born ſubject, notwith- 
ſtanding he had received many com- 


pliments for his courage and atten- 


tion. In this inſtance, as in many 
others, to the injury of every coun- 


try under our notice, merit has too 


often the leaſt ſhare in matters, where 
emolument is concerned; and much 
it is to be lamented, that an impar- 
tial diſcernment which ought to ſteer 
in a direct medium every matter of 
importance, ſhould, by thoſe whoſe 
province it is to cheriſh the warmeſt 
wiſhes of every individual, whoſe 
efforts towards the good of the com- 
munity render them objects deſerv- 
ing notice, be thus negle&ted. 

Much diſguſted, and being by 
birth in a ſituation far ſuperior to 
many of his cotemporaries, Captain 
G 5 
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r, fired with reſentment; 


yet not loſt to that true politeneſs. 


which conſtitutes the gentleman and 
man of courage, yielded his commiſ- 
ſion, without any ſiniſter view 


whatever, to the mercenary cravings 


of that diſtributor of regal rewards, 
whoſe graſpings at wealth were fully. 
gratified, by receiving that from the 
hand of generoſity, which could add, 
by puſilanimous means, to his cof- 
fers of ill-gotten treaſure. _ 

After the needful acknowledg- 
ments to his patrons, and a cordial. 


leave taken of his friends in general 2 


which, in this country were now 
competent to any he had left in 
France, he determined once more to 
return to the place which gave him 
birth; when, comtemplating on 
the viciſſitudes of fortune, which had 
attended him in the courſe of fifteen 
= years, 
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years, there cannot remain a doubt of 
his having been moſt joyfully received. 


Every congratulation he met with, 


again bringing to his remembrance, 
the various ſtrides the fates had made 


for and againſt him, which, in courſe, 


with a cheerful dif] poſition, made him 
the deſirable companion of his convi- 
vial aflociates. The beauties of his: 
mind operating with ſuch unlimited 


experience, rendered him capable of 


deciding in many abſtruſe matters; 
and redreſſing grievances, where the 
needy and unſkilled required ſuch 
aſſiſtance, which made him be held in 
particular eſteem by all but the prac- 


titioners of the law, who certainly 


had reaſon to regret his interference; 
as by that means they were frequent- 
ly prevented from coining thoſe liti- 
gious ſuits, which are too often the 
cauſe of adding * to _ and. 

blow 
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blow up the coals of ſedition and 
ſtrife, where harmony and friendſhip 


might otherwiſe prevail; but of 


thoſe, as of other profeſſions, there 
are, that maintain the moſt vprngnt 
principles. 

Such being the character of the 
citizen of Cogniac, in diffuſing boun- 
tifully the gifts which Providence 
and Nature had beſtowed on him; 
and who, being now improved, by 


the only means that can make a man 


eflentially to know his duty, viz. 
afflictions, became a man of reaſon, 
in every ſenſe of the word ; for what- 
ever education, or other accompliſh- 
ments he may boaſt, or whatever 
proſperity may attend him, he is 


but like ſteel, which coming rough 


caſt from the furnace, muſt be tem- 
pered, and by filing and the moſt ſe- 
vere e heat, brought to that fine poliſh. 

D 5 which 
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which attracts the ye of the be- 
holder. 11. 
I] muſt not omit, in my K of 
obſervations, to return to the re- 
membrance of the young infant, who 
was juſt emerged into life, when her 
couſin embarked for new Spain. 
Fifteen years elapſed had rendered 
her the object of deſire; and 
by receiving the neceſſary em- 
belliſhments required in a female, 
with her natural accompliſhments, 
was now deemed capable of exhibit- 
ing to advantage as a wife; and in the 
bloom of youth, was (by her friends) 
brought to his recollection, by the 
obſervation, he had made at his leav- 
* Ing her, to proceed on his voyage: and 
as the toils attendant on misfortune 
and war had induced him to wiſh for a 
partner, with whom he might divide 
his cares in retirement; he readily 
wo yielded 
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yielded to the emotions of his heart; 
and as his experience and enlarged 
ideas were admitted a palliative for 
a diſparity of twenty years, it was 
fully agreed by all parties, that the 
union ſhould be acceded to at the al- 
tar of Hymen; as ſoon as the neceſ- 
ſary preparations could be made, 
vhich were attended to with all di- 
ligence, the marriage was cele- 
brated, agreeable to the wiſhes 
of the whole family. I cannot, 
however, enlarge upon the hiſ- 
tory of the bride; as marrying ſo 
early, and within the cognizance of 
her own relations, I ſuppoſe her ad- 
_ ventures were chiefly confined to her 
own connexions, and therefore all 
the information I have had of her was, 
that ſhe was rigidly religious, and 
an economiſt in the extreme; and 
in that particular ſo much the re- 
verſe 


84 mon 0 


verſe of her husband, that had it not 
been for the eſtimate he was enabled 
to make of human life, it might 
have been a matter of ſerious con- 
troverſy; but his-generoſity and good 
humour was ſo happily contraſted to 
youth and. a deſire to oblige, that 
they lived many years in friendſhip 
and cordiality, an ornament to the 
marriage ſtate, and were the, happy 
parents of many children, five of 
whom attained maturity (my mother 
being the firſt) and three are ſtill 
living: but my being born in this 
country, and having but little inter- 
eourſe with the family (except one 
who is my firſt couſin and lives on 
the continent, in an exalted ſphere 
of mercantile connexions), owing to 
the diſtance. Iam not therefore able to 
aſcertain the periodical times of each 
event; but the facts being ſufficient- 


ly 
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ly authenticated, I hope, as a matter 
of little moment, it will not be 
deemed an error; as it has been with 
difficulty, I have been able to col- 
le& matter ſufficient to enable me to 
trace the particulars ſo far back ; 
but the family ſtill bear the military 
arms of this country, and the gen- 
tleman, whoſe hiſtory I am here 
giving, died a martyr to- the gout, 
about the year 1740, or 1741, 


leaving behind him a widow, and the 


five children already noticed, viz.. 
two ſons and three. daughters, an 
amply _— for. 
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Y mother being the next in tra- 
dition, it muſt naturally be. 
fupjoſed (having loſt her at three 
years of age) that I feel a moſt un- 


_ eaſy ſenſation in her behalf, well 


knowing the hardſhips I have endur- 


ed, by being ſo early deprived of her; 


but as we are wholly in the care of 
that allwiſe diſpoſing providence, 
under whoſe guidance and direction 


alone, we can encounter the ills, 


and foſter the bleſſings of this world; | 
why then repine at our fate? ſince 


by 


* 
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by ſo doing, we do but offend that 
omnipotent being, who is at all 
times, able to ſtrengthen our moſt 
weak endeavours,, when we apply 
to him in time of need. He can re- 
ſtore in his good ſeaſon, whatever 1 
he ſees moſt fit and ſuitable to our 
different neceſſities, and there- 
by avert the evil which muſt 
await, if we neglect his command: 3 
nor muſt we think that we can by "= 
any means be exempt. from trials of 
our patience, in this ſtate of proba- 
tion: norindeed, 1s knowledge to be 
obtained eflentially, but by perſecu- 
tion, which, however, it may be veil- 
ed by the different habits in ſome 
ſhape or other, diſcovers its defor- 
mity, to perſons of almoſt every 
deſcription: let us then yield ſub- 
m under every trying cir- 
cumſtance: 
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eumſtance here, as an earneſt to our 


future joy, in that world of celeſtial 
ſpirits where there is no varying, 
or ſhadow of turning, and where 


the fruition of hope, may bear -us 
to an eternity of happineſs, and 
glory everlaſting.” 


I have already declared my 8 


to have been the firſt pledge of love, 
in the alliance I have given in detail, 


and as 1 am informed was remark- 
ably handfome, and a ſtrict adherent 
to religion and virtue ; ſhe received 


a very rigid education under the 
auſterity of her parents, the one 


being influenced by a contract- 


ed idea, and the other having 


from unlimited experience, and 
knowledge of mankind, ſeen the 
neceſſity (as he thought, ) of early 
mitiating youth. to apparent hard- 
thips; they in conjunction therefore 

agreed, 
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agreed, to inure their offspring to 
every temporary difficulty, they 
could ſuggeſt. 


WE THER miſconſtruing the 
harſhneſs of her parents, or from 
real attachment, I am not able to 


ſay, but on an application on the fcore 


of marriage when very young, ſhe 
encouraged the moſt ardent affection 
for the rn (in the military line) 
who made ſuch profeſſions of love, 


as were not to be withſtood; and I am 
led to believe, that ſhedid not enter- 


tain the moſt diſtant thoughts of ever 
changing her opinion, reſpecting her 
lover, who I muſt confeſs, was long 
ſince my remembrance, a very a- 
greeable man; and is ſtill living in 


the ſouth of France at a very ad- 


vanced age; with all the gaiety of a 


man of twenty-five. But as we cans 


not enter the boſom of time, ſo nei- 


ther 


wa 
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ther can we forſee events, for to the 
ſurprize and diſappointment of all 
parties, Mr. F was ordered to 


duty far diſtant by his Sovereign, 


when no longer leave of abſence 
could by any means be obtained. 


Thus circumſtanced, there remain- 
ed no alternative, but the parties 


making to each other, the moſt ſo- 


lemn profeſſions, which love could 


dictate, to keep their faith; and with 
much regret, were conſtrained to. a 
ſeparation : the fatality of which 
was in a few years fully exemplified; 
for as the uncertainty of temporal 


concerns, leaves a great vacuity in 


the book of fate; ſoit proved between 
thoſe who had ratified the contract 
m their hearts, as far as werds could 
point out, and that, under a promiſe 
of their meeting again, where, or 
however they might be ſeparated. 
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5 My mother, to avoid every tempt- 


ation, that might in any ſhape cauſe 


her to recede, thought it moſt pru- 
dent to retire to the Ifland of 


Guernſey, were ſhe had ſome par- 


ticular friends, and was to be 
followed, the firſt opportunity, by 

the object of her felicity, at his re- 
turn from duty; but, from what 
motives I never was informed, —ſhe 
after two years, left her calm ſitua- 


tion, to pay a viſit in London, at a 


houſe where my father was a fre- 
quent viſitor; and, where he no 


ſooner beheld this enchanting young 


woman, (for ſuch I am really told 


| the was) then, he was ſtruck with 
fuch an uneaſy panic, that reſt and 


eaſe, he was totally a ſtranger to; 
and the greater his aim to conquer 
this paſſion, the more reſtleſs was 
his mind, and found ſuch corroſive 

torment 
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torment at heart, and. ſuch a dread 
of diſappointment, that at all events 
he was determined to make her his 
wife; notwithſtanding the informa- 
tion ſhe ſolidly gave him of her un- 
feigned affection, in her former at- 
tachment; and nothing ſeemed want- 
ing on her part, to teſtify her regard 
for the gentleman, who, is ſtill living, 
in which determination ſhe remain- 
ed unſhaken. But, as the demon of 
vice 1s ever attentive to introduce 
adverſe fortune, ſo he, throu gh the 
artifice of a woman (loſt to every 
ſenſe of duty to her God, or regard 
for her own ſex), projected a ſcheme, 
in favour of my father's deſign, by 
forging letters as coming from 
France with various accounts of the 
death of my intended, though miſ 
taken parent. 

Much 
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Much agitated, by the moſt poig- 
nant feelings, in which ſhe was 
either ſoothed, or thwarted, agree- 
able to the operations intended by 
this brute in human ſhape; my 
mother, young and apart from thoſe 
dear connections, ' whoſe guidance 
the ſo much needed, after a time 
ſpent in filent grief, was prevailed on 
by repeated ſchemes (of infernal ori- 
gin) to liſten (in the character of a 
virgin widow) to the farther intrea- 
ties of her future huſband; a few 
months elapſing, ſufficient to regain 
her ſpirits, and led to a confirma- 
tion of her lover's death, (which was 
held out as a certainty, by fabri- 
cating letters in ſucceſſion, and 
withholding thoſe which were in- 
tended and ſent from her friends 
for real intelligence) ſhe was 
at length prevailed on to go to 
| church 
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church with my father, (in the 
year 1737) whoſe genealogy it be- 
comes me now to declare, which 
is according to the beſt of my infor- 
mation, that he was born in the pro- 
vince of Poictou, in France, of very 
reputable parents, with whom he 
went early in life to the Canton of 
Berne, in Switzerland, where, in the 


leather manufactory he was brought 


up, and after, accumulating know- 
ledge ſufficient therein, ſpent a few 
years in the South of France, after 
which, he ſettled in this country, in 
the ſame line with great ſucceſs ; but 
of that, more will be ſaid hereafter. 
One particular obfervation I can- 
not help making, viz. that he was 
born when his mother was at the 


advanced age of fifty, and that the | 
lived till her ſon had attained the 
ſame number of years, when after 
may A 


3 
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being only ſix years In a Nate of de- 
bility; ſhe died in the year (com- 
pleting the century) 1761 nor 
indeed, do 1 believe, there are many 
of the family who remained in Swits 
zerland, that died much ſhort. of 
eighty.” 80 great an inſtance of log» 
gevity is but türe, bien en me 

to mention it. 5 | 


But to return to this year 17375 


I | after the celebration of the nup- 
tials of my parents; eight months 
or however before nature had given 
9 me birth, diſappointment operated 


ſo forcibly in the breaſt of Mr. 
F——, that urged by love and deſpair, 
he in purſuit of his darling object, 


1 left France, finding their interegurſe 


in writing at an end, he determined 


nat all events, and at the riſque of 


every other proſpect in this world, 


to find her out, which he did with 


Vo. I. 0 much 
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much n notwithſtanding 
every device which the evil genius 
of the old duenna was miſtreſs. of, 
Was uſed to prevent a diſcovery : yet 
truth, being a bold affatlant, evaded 
all the chicanery of the moſt cunning 
artifice; which in the end, could 
not ſereen her from the juſt reſent - 

ment due for diſſolving a union, 
which was certainly moſt ſacredly ” | 


remented in the face of heaven. And IN 


WT eh ess Gente aden, 
Judge inthe moſt ſerious manner, what 


luft be the emotions of my mother's 
Heart, when, in a moment of uncon- 
querable ſurprize, the object of her 
firſt affection appeared in ſight; ſeem- 


ingly 


age of nineteen, {and whoſe mar- | 


Ceene in a ſtrange country, and not | 4 
a fend 5 


like Lazarus, as one ariſen 
from the dead, and herſelfonly at the 


riage, had ſeemed as a night errand | 4 
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a friend within her reach, to ſooth 
; her romantic, and irritated paſſions; 
and in the grand ſtruggle of ſincere, 
and compulſive duty, married- to a 

huſband of ſtrict adherence to ho- 
Z neſty, and induſtry; yet not ſuffici- 
1 ently refined in his conceptions, or 
enough ſoftened into tenderneſs, to 

2 take part with his wife, in this trite 
conteſt we reaſon and reſolve; but 
Mr. F--— like a true diſciple of ex- 
perience, " Hroſeeing the miſchiefs, 
that were likely to enſue, entreated 
my mother, (who was then not in a 
ſituation to ſtruggle with the efforts 
of real and feigned love) as her ſtill 
faithful though ill treated lover, to 
dry up her tears, and ceaſe, thus 
to agitate that mind, which he had 
© known in the moſt pleaſing ſerenity, 
and as the fates had determined on 
'I their ſeparation, with all-due conde« 
1 | Eis ſcention 


anr- 
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. to Ta her future 8 
neſs, by giving up every remem- 
brance of their former profeſſions; 
at the ſame time, giving her the 


ſtrongeſt aſſurance of his forgiveneſs, 


of her breach of love, being tho- 
roughly ee 2 by what means 
ſhe had been deluded; yet, declaring 
to erak his vengeance, on the juſt | 
object of his deteſtation, who had 
cancelled his hopes in the conjugal 7 
ſtate. | But all efforts were vain, 
reſpecting a reconciliation, the keen- 
eſt reflections taking place with my 


mother, and that worſt of all fiends, I; / 


(jealouſy). in the breaſt of my con- 6 
ſcious father, evaded all the argu- 


ments that could be uſed, as a pala- 


tive to diſcord and contention: no- | 
thing therefore, was now to be done; 


but to wait with true chriſtian, pati- | 


ence in the Patenten party, to 
|  Rruggle F 
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Weill e ber mi: d 


troubles, as a patron of true piety 3 
and for my ſake, (who muſt ſhortly 
be exhibited on this ſtage of confur 
ſion) to reconcile every thing that had | 
happened in her own breaſt, under 


a fixed belief, that all things ſhould 


work together for good, where faith, 
and grace go hand in hand. 
Notwithſtanding however, every 
argument that had, or could be uſed, 
the dire conſequence of the above 
meeting, ſealed my ever dear mother's 
fate; as from that period the variety of 
ſenſations, which were perpetually 
corroding at her heart, and my birth, 
(but adding fuel to the already kindled 
coals, of diſſention) by ſlow degrees, 
in the courſe of three years, and three 


months, cloſed the operations of dif- 


eaſe in body and mind, by her depar- 
ture into that world of ſpirits, from 


C3 . unn 
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nn there is no return, whither 
ſhe was hurried in the bloom of youth, 
deen then but twenty-two years of 
age; but ſhe had notwithſtanding 
been the melancholy mother of | 
fecond daughter, which was born in 
a deep decline, having partook in 
every reſpect. of her dear afflicted 
parent's calamities in mind and body 3 
and it pleaſed the Almighty, to re- 
leaſe them both, nearly at the ſame 
time, my fiſter being about fax months 
old. Much was aimed at, by every 
party concerned in the union of my 
father and mother, to ſcreen her 
diſorder, by ſaying, ſhe caught cold 
in a grotto, by going in overheated 
with a walk: and likewiſe, as to her 
taking on her the part of an eſſential 
nurſe, in yielding to me that nouriſh- 
ment intended to promote infant 
ſtrength: but it was well known to 


thoſe 
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choſe, who held her in great een 


that the canker of diſappointment, 
had laid the foundation of that diſtem- 


per, which can by no means be era- 


dieated in this life; but muſt reſign 
to the grizly tyrant, who levels all 


diſtinctions, without regard to either 


Age, ſex, or education. 


The happy turn of my mother's 
mind in religious matters, had the 


moſt cordial effect in the different 
conflicts of her temporal ſituation, 
which certainly, is a prefage to an 


immortal crown, to that alone, was 


owing her reſignation to the will of 
providence, as ſhe yielded her breath 
with the trueſt emblems of future 
ex pectation, Lever remember to have 


heard deſcribed, as it can only reach 
me by intelligence, the only recol- 
lection I have, was that of ſeeing 


the dear corpſe put into the hearſe, 
(281.4 »C 4 | being 
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being only then, three years: and one 
month old; and however ſatisfac- 
tory the concluſive part of this detail, 
may be to me, as à chriſtian, yet, 
the loſs I ſuſtained in ſuch a virtuous, 
and amiable friend, brings a tre- 
mor in every vein at the recital of fo 
alarming an event, as it certainly 
proved from the very moment I got 
fight of ſo valuable Aa relation. 1 5555 

I ſhould not enlarge ſo 3 — 
chis ſerious event; but to caution 
perſons who have the care of youth 
in every en. from acting 
colluſively i n matrimonial con- 
cerns, as an ſuch unfair practices, 
much evil enſues to the young, for 
want of proper diſcernment, and in 
others, by ſometimes ſtemming their 
avaricious views, in which is too 
often centered the whole of their de- 
gn; and when diſappointment takes 
100 ; place, 


C 


— 
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place, a concuſſion of the different 


paſſions gives an antidote to every 
emotion of the heart, tending to har- 
mony and concord; and, inſtead of 


cementing a permanent union, pro- 


pagates a diſcordant conteſt, which 
ſeldom ends, but with a final diflolu- 
tion, on which account, at the ſame 


time, that too much precaution can- 


not be uſed in the choice of a part- 
ner for life; yet, I would with to 


recommend to all thoſe, whoſe pro- 
vince it is, to afliſt the attention of 


young people in that particular, to 
avoid extremes, either in age or for- 
tune ; but be guided by an adherence 
to that line of medocrity, which, if 
properly eſtabliſhed as a guide, in ſo 
eſſential a matter to all parties, may 


fix in them an unbiaſſed affection, 


and lead to that moſt agreeable of all 
temporal enjoyments, happineſs in 
a married ſtate, 


K-14 - CHAP 
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 LFAVING made the needful re- 
marks previous to my own ad- 
ventures, it becomes me to declare, 
that I was born the zoth of Septem- 
ber, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and thirty eight, on Satur- 
day night, twelve o'clock: I ſhould | 
not ſpecify the day ſo particularly, | 
but the moſt remarkable incidents | 
of my life (however ſtrange it may 
appear) have ſhewn themſelves on 
thatday. At theearly age of twenty 
months, I was fent to ſchool, when 
having heard little elſe but the 
French language, I underſtood no 
other: and though early enough at- 
taining 


| A 5 
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taining ſpeech, I could not in Eng- 
hſh make known my deſires: how- 
ever, being tutored by my young 


friends in this ſeminary, I was ſoon 


taught the knowledge of letters, and 
notwithſtanding the loſs of my mo- 
ther, and the lapſe of ſix months 
dangerous illneſs, was, by the at- 
tention of my father, in teach- 
ing me his native tongue, and the 
progreſs made under my tutreſs, 
enabled to read in the teſtament, 
in both languages, at five years of 
age: and before the ſixth year was 
admitted into the firſt claſs of readers, 
under the moſt rigid tuition that 
was, I believe, ever exerciſed over 
children. I ſhould have obferved, 
that on the death of my mother, my 
great grandmother being in England, 
and who from the early marriages 
of the family in the female line was 

„ þ ſome 
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ſome years under ſixty, when I was 
born aſſiſted for a time in the care 
of me, and whoſe over indulgence 
was ſuch a contraſt to the natural 
auſterity of my father; that after 
one, or two years, ſhe unwillingly 
yielded up her province; knowing 
thereby, I muſt endure many hard- 
ſhips; as where infant children are 
left to ſervants, or other (intereſted 
| perſons, their ſufferings, by dread 
experience, I well know are better 
felt then deſcribed: as thoſe unfor- 
tunate females in tender age, thus 
- cireumitanced, I fear are yy: too 
9ubblc of. 

The time which d be- 
tween the period laſt recited and my 
father's ſecond marriage, being the 
ſpace of about two years, I met with 
ſeveral bad accidents of body, which 
were but' an earneſt of what muſt 

follow, 
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follow, in the courſe of a life fo re- 
plete with incidents; but as they 
have no, affinity to the ſucceeding 
part of this hiſtory, I ſhall paſs them 
over, and onlymention, before I come 
to the material part, that I was much 
reſpected by a young lady of large 
fortune; who, although ſhe was four 
years farther advanced in life, was. 
ſo partial to me as to ſolicit my 
company often when our two. fa- 
thers, (for ſhe too was motherleſs) 
thought: fit to take us out in Mr. 
H s chaiſe and pair, which 
being ads in the faſhionable ſtile 
of that day, afforded accommodation 
for the two only daughters: this in- 
tercourſe being ended for a time, by 
my father's entering into a new con- 
nection, was one of the moſt fatal 
ſtrokes I could experience; as it was 
the- py eſſential pleaſure I could 


PI 
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apply at ſo early an age, and im- 
printed on my memory, ſo ſerious a 
recollection of the matter, that I 
even at this inſtant, have not loſt 

"this poignaucy of ſo ſerious a 0 00 

pointment. 


may be) omit to diſcover the new 
ſtab, received to my riſing hope, by 
my father's return from hymens 
altar with his fecond wife ; both 
young, and bandfome ; only twenty 
three years of age; whoſe company 
he had only frequented about fifteen if 
days, and who, notwithſtanding the 
had, in her family connections 
many people of the firſt conſequence 
inthe filk trade, and received a proper 
education as an introduction into the 
moſt reſpectable line of life, had ſo 
far forſaken the path of virtue, as to 
_ a laſting diſgrace on herſelf and | 
family, | 


But I muft not (ifaprecable 118 4 
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family, and to have diſcovered to the 
world, a pledge of falfe love and 
abandoned chaſtity: judge, my pa- 
thetic friends, I intreat you, of my 
farther misfortune, with that can- 
dor and tenderneſs which is conſiſt- 
ent where an uninterupted ſhare of 
happineſs prevails, when I was juſt 
= budding into diſcernment: when 
every faculty was keenly edged for 
= imbibing the moſt attractive ſenſa- 
tions, and when the greateſt care was 
required to initiate me into the path of 
virtue! think attentively, what an 
imprudent ſtep my father had taken, 
and that, after ſo precipitate a mar- 
riage as he had before entered into. 
But ſuch, I believe, is the artifice of 


2 women, who have loft that delicacy * 
o of ſentiment, which is atteudant on 4 
0 the prudent part of the ſex; that 


they diſplay a kind of- delufion dd * 
enſnare 


— 
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enſnare, which is totally ſtrange to 
thoſe,” whoſe adherence to morality 
baniſhes the idea of impurity, in the 


1 7 true ſenſe of the word. 


So much may be ſaid, tis certain, 
that my father was kept in the dark 
by the friends of the object of his ſud- 
den affection, reſpecting her conduct, 
that by her out ward appearance alone, 
he was captivated ; and, I muſt con- 
felis, ſhe was really a fine woman, 

both as to perſon, and an agreeable 
ſymmetry of features; and likewiſe 
had a pleaſing voice, and a taſte for 
muſic. Strange, indeed it is, that 
where beauty is concerned, 'the only 
incentive to happineſs ſhould be neg- 
lected that can promote domeſtic 
felicity between the contracted par- 
ties; and that reQitude of conduct 
ſhould be omitted, which animates 
the ſoul, to acts of generoſity and 
| benevolence, 


|. ts 
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benevolence,' which alone conſtitutes 
- ſocial intercourſe, and ſhould. be 
a leading characteriſtioc in the choice 
of a partner for life. + 46:06: vile 
Nothing, however, was un in 
dreſs or accommodation on the part of 
my. ſtep-mother's friends to the em- 
belliſhment of her perſon, which 


really did not require that extra- 


ordinary expence, as ſhe ſufficiently 
attracted the attention of many peo- 
ple, who ſhewed her the reſ pect 
due to my father's wife; but on 
his ſpeaking of her, as a fine wo- 
man, to a perſon who did not know 
that he had then made her his wife, he 
accidently made the diſcovery of her 
bad conduct when ſhe was Miſs T—, 

for that was ber name zat ſuch an alle- 
gation againſt ſo near a connexion, 
judge what muſt be the conſequence, 
a thunder bolt in winter was not a 


greater 
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greater contraſt, then the operations 
of the different paſſions in her huſ- 
band's breaſt, which rendered in full 
tale that evil in ſubſtance, which he 
had before encouraged in ſhadow 
only. I need not, I am perſuaded, 
deſeribe ſuch a character more fully 
then in relating the expedition ſhe 
uſed in accepting the propoſals of a 
ſtranger, i in the courſe of a few days, 
without making the leaſt enquiry 
inte his morals or credit ; ſo ready 
' 1s vice to obtain a veil, even at the ex- 
pence of every thing that is ſacred, 
and which is too often a growing 
evil after the firſt enlargement into 
This proved inevitably to be the 
caſe, in this ſtrange ſtory, for no ſoon- » i 
er was my unfortunate parent thus 
deluded, then as in courſe muſt be 
| | ex- 
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expected, confidence was betrayed, 
and that in ſo art ful and colluſive a 
manner, through the aſſiſtance of an 
intriguing ſervant, that every ſcheme, 
which the meaneſt artifice could de- 
viſe, was agitated to deſtroy the repu- 
tation of the houſe: and that in ſo 
great a degree, that it was converted 
to the entertaining a licentious gallant, 
whoſe viſits were much too frequentin 


the abſence of the maſter of the houſe, 


(whoon account of buſineſs was often 
from home, and that too in the coun- 
try) and what greatly augmented the 


crime of this wicked man, was, his 


being married to a ſenſible and virtu- 
ous woman, to whom he chiefly owed 
his indulgences and luxury, as the. 


had a good fortune; ſurely this was 
| the moſt flagrant of all crimes, adul- 
| tery in the extreme: with all its 


ans la» 
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aggravating circumſtances, in an in- 
tercourſe ſo heinous in the ſight of 
god and man, and what was remark- 


able, this depraved man's being 


much inferior in perſon and appearance 


to my father; who was very tall ang 
fair, and till exceſs made him other- x 


wiſe a man of good appearance: 


though I am ſorry to ſay, was not of 


a temper, by any means adequate to 


the entercountering ſuch complicat- 


ed misfortunes, as his imprudent 


and raſh nn had deluded _ 
into. 35 


_ 
-. 


As I do not mean to caite with a 
continuation of one ſubject, I ſhall 
endeavour to introduce ſome matters 


of amuſement, which occurred in the. 


courſe of my childhood,, which 
though they may not be intereſting, 
may at leaſt vary the attention; be- 


fore 


1 
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fore I finif-the-copious matter I have 
but begun. By the interference of 


friends, ſome palliatives were at times 


admitted, by way of deluſion on the 


part of my mother's family; by form- 
ing parties of pleaſure, in which 1 


generally partook at their requeſt); 


one of which, I well remember, was 
going to ſee my father's manufactory 
at Kingſton upon Thames, and in 
return, viewing the palace and gar- 
dens of Hampton Court, as likewiſe 


| the labyrinth, which I have fince 


thought was certainly emblematio, 
of my future fortune, as ſuch, this 
world has truly been to me, in 


the extreme, and eſſentially I want 


now as much a guide to bring me to 
the centre, even while I am giving 
this narrative, as at any” n 4.44 : 
__ of yt _ | 
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The next matter of entertainment | 
I recolle&; was, that of a very elegant 
wedding ſupper ; (the bride being a 
firſt couſin to my mother) where 
joy, feſtivity, and mirth, with an 
excellent band of muſic, and a 
ball, were uſhered to the company 
which conſiſted of near one hun- 
dred people; to me it was a very no- 
vel ſcene, and the reſpect ſhewn me 
in every part of that agreeable con- 
nection from home has ever ſince im- 
printed on my mind, that gratitude, 
which 1 think juſtly due to ſuch un- 
limited civility. But I muſt not omit 
remarking, that on our return home 
at about three o'clock the next 
morning (it being the winter of the 
year 1745, in the height of the 
rebellion) we had the coach twice 
| ſearched by the city train bands (for 
fire arms as they ſaid) thoſe ſturdy 
defenders of the lives and properties 
of 


2 
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of his Majeſties liege ſubjects who 
with their ſwords drawn, refuſed a 
paſſage through the city gates, to 
every one whom they ſurmiſed in 
their cups to be diſaffected to govern- 
ment. It is certainly a happy preſage 
to this country, that in this enlight - 
ened age, the hearts of the citizens; 
with their voluntary efforts towards 
the regulation and protection of this 
opulent place, is a much ſtronger 
barrier then the temporary defence of 
brick, and mortar; or the glittering 
ſabre in the hands of the few debi- 
litated knight errants. 3 
I cannot, at the ſame time aviidin re- 
marking, the impreſſions I felt on my 
ideas, (though at ſo early an age) at 
ſeeing the two unfortunate gentlemen 
who betrayed their country, and paid 
for ſo doing with their lives on Towy- 
er- hill: the remembrance of their de- 
27 00.2417.0 11.1% 5 _ 
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je&ed-countenances, in priſon the day 
before their execution; has been ra- 
tified to my own feelings, by the 
perſecution] have laboured under, by 
a ſimilarity of ſituation; by confine- 
ment brought on me, by thoſe whoſe 
characters I muſt: delineate. in due 
courſe,and who long kept me in dur- 
ance with a deſign to depreciate me in 
the eſteem of my friend; but wherein, 
thank kind e they have not 
n 11 i e inet 
1 eee the outlines in the 
Alen, I mean to notice the little at- 
tention paid to my morals and edu- 
cation, while under the care of my 
ſtep- mother, my being already ſuffi- 
ciently verſed in reading to obviate 
the neceſſity of much tutoring; in 
that reſpect, I was at her requeſt 
taken from ſchool under a promiſe 
of her qualifying me in the uſe of the 
needle, in which I was no great pro- 
1 fl cient 


2 a N - . n 
r "RAY . is , . . Ry | 

DOES at oo ret * 4 8 
' F ; 


— 


= 


"JANE ELIZABETH MOORE.” 49 


ficient, the moſt uſeful part in that 


way having been omitted, and omitted 
ſtill it was; as in lieu of the promiſed 
tuition I was only ordered to read 
in private the proper pſalms;” for 
each day, in both languages, in 
which I had been taught, and in 
contraſt, plays in abundance, and 
the moſt indelicate novels were open 
to my in ſpection, and conſtantly read 
aloud in my hearing to the in- 
triguing ſervant, —whoſe deſires for 
ſuch information, fully ee- operated 
with the inclinations of her mif. 
treſs; but I am happy to ſay, that 
through the protection of Provi- 
dence, I found no gratification un- 
der ſuch polluted examples; and 
notwithſtanding, I had peruſed more 
plays before the age of ten years 
than 1 have ever ſince, I did not 
find myſelf, by any means, eager 

Tvat. bh. - 1D in 
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in the purſuit, when I was deprived 
of the farther opportunity, by the 
ſeparation of my father and mother. 
—The ſtory, of George Barnwell, 
though, by no means appropriated to 
the attention of thoſe. who dedicate 
their time to licentious habits, —yet 
furniſhed a part of the library of our 
family; and I muſt confeſs, took 
ſuch a ſolid ſeat in my memory, by 
the frequent reviſal of it, as not 
even, at #his time, to be eradicated 
from it and in courſe, has been 
refreſhed to my ideas by ſeeing it 
ſeveral times performed ſince ma- 
turity; and indeed, I think it a 
very enn en to "ues. in ge 
neral. Ty 

Three years «pales in this . 
propagation of reverting ſcenes, 
when my mother's ſiſter, being an 
accompliſhed woman, and diſpoſed 


to 
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to o purſue the path of virtue, and 
a direct contraſt to her ſiſter, was, 
by ſome warm friends prevailed 5 
on to adopt the education of young ; 
females, and to whom my father 

conſented 1 Thould be ſent; ' at the 

ſame time, giving me the moſt pro- 


per caution, [ ever remember to have 


had from him, reſpecting the mo- 
rality of my conduct, and the at- 
tention neceſſary to my learning, for 


the remaining part of my time, al- 


lotted for that purpoſe. 25 cannot 
help remarking this, as the moſt 
ſeaſonable relief to my ambitious 
deſires Jever met with, and which 
were as fully gratified by the peculi- 
ar attention paid me by my tutoreſs, 
who ſufficiently reprobated the viee 
and folly of her ſiſter; who ſhe well 
knew, had not only abridged me in 
the needful part of my education, 
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but likewiſe had kept back from me 


the neceflary allowance of food, 
which nature required,. and not 


only from me, but the reſt of the 


family under her care ; which ſub- 
jected the houſe ſo far to the cenſure 


of the working domeſtics, as to urge 
them to call on their maſter in a 
legal manner, which his reputation 


in life prevented the belief of: nor 


did he intend, that ſhould be the caſe, 


| well knowing the. requiſites in-that | 
Way, but it really amounted to a 


certainty, that the means allotted for 
thoſe proper purpoſes, were appro- 
priated to the entertainment of that 


wretch, whoſe enormities in vice 


conſtituted the chicf part of his 


| n, 
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| an of my father? s con- 
2 duet being abſolutely neceffary, 
to eſtabliſh a reaſoen, ſubſtantial 
enough for his demanding a ſepara- 
tion fron?” his wife, I find myſelf 
under the difagreeable predicament! 
of returning again to that part of 
my misfortunes, which truly laid 
the foundation of the ſucceeding) 
_ that have ſo cloſely. followed 
The intercourſe between my 
„ and the infamous wreteh 
who foſtered her vicious inclinations: 
being continued in maſquerade, was- 
at times ſuſpected, by her miſled: 
huſband; as paſſion, irritated by. 
| 24 jea- 
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1. gain a * of that 


jealouſy, at ſeveral different times, 
cauſed a temporary diſcontent, when 


having parents living, who, Iam fear- 
ful gave countenance to her amours, 


ſhe as occaſion required, would fre- 


quently return to them; till by a 


mitigation of friends, ſhe was again 
led back to her legal ſituation. In 
this unhappy ſtate, did things pro- 
ceed for near four years, when by 
the advice of ſome friendly neigh- 
bours, whoſe compaſſion led them 
to urge a diſcovery of ſuch heinous 
proceedings, by intimating to him the 
fatal conſequence of his paſſiveneſs, 
they propoſed that my father ſhould 
make a feigned attempt to leave the 
town; for a few days, where buſi- 

neſs always demanded attention, at 
that ſeaſon of the year; and by re- 
turning, at a more early period than 


illi 
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illicit tranſaction, which had proved 
ſuch a barrier to the felicity ſought 
in the conjugal ſtate. This plan 
ſucceeding to the extent of every 
with, made a diſcloſure of a ſcene 
too dark for inveſtigation, conſiſtent 
with that dehcacy which I promiſed 
to adhere to, but which, may eafily *' 
be conſtrued by the conſequences 
which followed; but were attended 
with ſuch a variety of perplexed cir-- 
cumſtances, as I firmly believe, would 
rouze the ſenſation of every family 
who with to realize temporal. etch 
nels n lte niche 
My father, who was 5 certainly of a 
molt choleric temper, was however. 
duly guarded in this trying moment 
of diſappointed hope, not to put 
his wife out of his houſe, but to 
wreak his vengeance on the deſerved 
object of his reſentment, which he 
1-4 did, i 


c 
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did, by only putting him out of 


doors: his lover ſoon after teſtified 
her.regard, by immediately follow- 


ing him, and it being then too late 
at night, no farther ſteps could poffi- 


bly be taken, and the law next took 
its courſe, to prevent which, nothing: 
was omitted, by my ſtep-mother's 
parents, for no one elfe, but repro- 
bated her conduct, in the moſt emi- 
nent degree. The firſt matter on 
their part, was to apply to a linen- 


draper, for a needful (as they then 
ſtated it) ſupply of that article, and 
- to cauſe the unſuſpecting huſband, 


(in- that particular) to be arreſted, 


for the amount; and however diſa- 


greeable it might then appear, it 
is to be obſerved, that abſtracted 


tranſaction was the cauſe of bring- 
ing —_ to a more r iſſue. 
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Common and civil. proceſſes, ; ope- 
rated in conjunction with each other, 
to diſturb the family peace, and de- 
prive an injured individual of that 
property which by his firſt marriage, 
and great induſtry, had furniſhed 
my father with a competency to 
carry on his trade, to his wiſhies.— 
However, in the latitüde that was 
now given, he muſt yield to the 
conſequences, which were thdught- 
truly alarming, and attended with as 
many aggravating circumſtances, as 
could follow each other. The evi- 
dence of the intriguing ſervant be- 
ing now required, and equity but 
ſeldom the motive irs a heart fraught 
with vice, yet moſt times truth Will 
ſhew itſ{elf,-as may be pointed" out 
iin the following. extraordinary o- 
currence, which likewiſe attended 
ber in the marriage line, and com- 
D 5 pelled 
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n. her l to throw 
a proper ecelairciſſement on this dark 


buſineſs; and however inſignificant 


it may appear, I think it proper to 
diſcover, how properly the fates re- 
taliated on her, as it tends to ſhew 
the inſtability, of human nature. 
This baſe woman, (whoſe guilt re- 


proached her) when her miſtreſs: 


was detected, knowing her crime 
would be more fully exemplified, by 
leaving her maſter, determined there- 


fore to continue with him, and wait 


in courſe be brought forward in a few 
months; but in the interim, (as 

ſpeedy matches were, in ſome caſes, 
uſeful) ſhe was fully fixed in her 
mind, to accept the firſt offer, which 
ſoon being propoſed, by a man newly 


returned from ſea, ſhe after three 


days, conſented to go to church on 
_ | the 
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the occaſion; and I am led to be- 
eve, thought in that way, to have 
avoided an examination in a court of 

juſtice, arenmn her wie s con- 
duct. of 

But bend © ABA time 1 
events in the cauſe of oppreſſion, 
muſt be unravelled in this extraordi- 
nary aſſertion; but three weeks ben 
ing elapſed before a demand was 
made of the bridegroom, by a for- 
mer wife, who had till then ſup- 
poſed herſelf ſole miſtreſs of her 
huſband's heart; but finding the 
contrary ſo amply ſpecified, imme- 
diately applied for the interference 
of juſtice in her behalf; when the 
man being immediately committed 
for trial, left the object of her falſe 
love, to lament the imprudence of 
her raſh conduct: and what more 
ſenſibly affected her was, that ſhe 
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had no chance of protection, but 

from her much · injured maſter ren- 
dering her the aſſiſtance needful, to 
extricate her from ſo diſagreeable a 
predicament. The aſſizes approach - 
ing lor the county of Surry, the 
neceflary ſteps, were taken, and the 
man indicted; when, by her maſter 
ſhewing himſelf in vindication of 

her character, (as ſhe had lived ſe- * 
veral years with him,) ſhe was diſ- 
charged; and the huſband- left to 
ſuffer the puniſhment uſually inflic- 
ted for bigamy; in due courſe of 
law, the affair ended much to the 
ſatis faction of all parties concerned. 
The abeve tranſaction bearing 
with it ſo juſt a reſemblance of my 
father's caſe, determined the fer- 
vant, (who before, at all riſques, 
would have taken part with her miſ- 
trols). to ee a true ſtate of facts, 
which 
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which, though they led to diſcover: 
a moſt iniquitous intrigue, yet ap- 
peared, ſo contrary to the expectations 
of the offending party, (while it 
ſtigmatized her with truth) in mak- 
ing a true declaration of the matter 
apparently againſt her own intereſt, 
that ſhe really was, after all, WOE 
much to her advantage. 
Muy father, having now obtained; a 
verdict againſt the linen-draper, at 
whoſe ſuit he had been ferved with 
an action, which I before noticed, 
endeavoured”! more ftrenuouſly to- 
obtain a en by divorce, or 
any other way, that could be point- 
ed out in law; a ſeparation by con- 
ſent was recommended, but barred 
immediately by my mother, and her 
parents, extremities in courſe, took 
place: public advertiſements; and a 
Amen before witneſs by my father, 
9 of 
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of his U were needful, n 


diſagreeable ceremonies) and were 


accordingly complied with; but pro- 
ductive of many evil altercations; 
and as in all fimilar caſes, two par- 


ties are formed, for and againſt the 


delinquent, it is eaſy to judge the 
ſituation, the honeſt party muſt ſtand: 
in, as being liable to the cenſure. or 
approbation of every one whothought 


fit to ſerutinize into the conduct of 
either individual. A repetition of 
aggravating matter was conſtantly 
iſſuing from the Commons in civil 
law, till in four different courts, my 
father's name was made public by 


his wife, in order obtain a ſeparate 


maintenance; ſhe, however, had 
taken the wrong fteps to obtain 
the ſame, as leaving her huſband's 
houſe, was loſing that chance irre- 


W but what I find moſt of- 
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fenſive to relate is, that I had the 
mortification of hearing, in my ow1r 
pariſh church, the abominable cere- 
mony of ex communication againſt: 
my own father. It is much to be 
lamented, that in this country, (ad- 
mired for the mildneſs of its 
laws) ſuch awful ſteps cannot be 
avoided, and that an additional pu- 
niſhment ſhould follow that which 
firſt enforced a requiſition of juſtice. 
I need not, I dare ſay, deſcribe 
the procraſtination attending ſuits of 
ſuch a difagreeable nature; and it 
mult be ſuppoſed great expence would 
follow, ſo great indeed, that it 
was by many people apprehended, 
it might terminate in my father's 
total ruin; to confirm which, many 
years after his death, I found a let- 
ter from a friend, addreſſed to him 
on the ſubject, adviſing him in the 
moſt cordial manner, to leave the 
coun- 
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country, before the matter was de- 
eided; but that honeſty of principle 
which ever influenced his conduct in 
trade, over ruled every puſillanimous 
idea, not chufing to let his legał cre- 
ditors ſuſtain any injury, it was in 
his power to prevent; and indeed, 
he was happily ſucceſsful,” as not- 


withſtanding every effort, which 


could be uſed to depteciate him in 


the eſteem of the world, juſtice took 


place in his favour, ſo far as to 
prevent his allowing any: ſtipend to 


his imprudent wife; which, had it 
been admitted under ſuch aggravating 


eircumſtances, muſt have been deem 


ed a ſingular hardſhip; and indeed, 
the concurring evils attending the 


ſuit, and the reſtraint from making 


a future connexion, conſidered only 


at the age of forty years, and the per- 


plexing reflections which muſt ever be 
Sayers in his mind, were, in my 


; | hum- 


£8 


JANE ELIZABETH MOORE. 65 


humble opinion, an adequate puniſh- 
ment to any man, however precipi- 

tately he might before have,erred,— 
Though, I am ready to ſuppoſe, my 
readers in general will admit of ſuch 
reſtraint as no unreaſonable puniſh- 


ment, where too raſh contracts had 


been already entered into, yet few we 


ſes at any age, who do not with to be 


gratified, ſo far as not to have a final 
barrier to their future conceptions in 
that way, although prudence may. 
and ought indeed fully to dire&t, after 
ſuch ample experience; but till it is 
proper to yield to the moſt charitable 
ſenſations, conſidering the inſtabi- 
lity of our paſſions; I therefore 
truſt, that ſome little allowance may 
be admitted, even where choice has 
given way to reaſon. 
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CHAT. 
0 Ft becomes me now, to return to 
my own adventures, which ended 
in the preceding account, with my 
being at fchool near town, with my KY 
aunt, (by marriage) whoſe charac- Þ 
ter I before defcribed, by the 'com- | 
paſſion ſhewn me in time of need, 
and her attention to my education; 
as I Had therein ſuffered greatly, by 
being three years deprived of the 
opportunity of making any im- 
provement, but muſt do my tutoreſs 
this farther juſtice, that ſeeing my 
ambition to recover loft time, ſhe 
did not confine her care of me to 


the uſual hours, but has frequently, 


as J was by nature an early riſer, 


indulged me in leaving her bed at 
five o'clock on ſummer mornings, to 
give me a leflon or two extraordi- 
my in grammar, or works ; hav- 


: ing, 
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ing, as before obſerved, been very 
early taught to read. But as my 


7 adverſe ſtars had always for me ſome 


hard preſage in embrio, ſo now it 
proved, for on the difference ap- 


pearing between my father and 


3 his young wife, I could not with 
X propriety, | be left with any part 
of the family, and I was in a mo- 
ment, moſt diſagreeably ſurprized, 
by receiving orders to go immedi- 
IF ately to town, to a friend's houſe; 
as in the confuſion of affairs, at a 
little more than ten years, it was 
very improper I ſhould be at home. 
The reception I met where I was 
taken, being to my godfather's, a 
1 man of eminence in the ſilk trade 
Vas truly pleaſing, conſidering the 
contraſt between the maſter and miſ- 
treſs of the family, who, although 
n had an * fortune for their 

th:e 
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three daughters, diſplayed but little 
generoſity, except to the medical 
profeſſors, who reaped a plentiful x 
harveſt in the houſe, owing to the | * 
diſeaſes introduced by the penury of | 1 
my godfather” s wife, who wen I 
the reigns of government, in her | Þ 
own hands, ' ſacrificed that to the | a 
hands of Galen, which would . 4 
amply repaid her, in adding to her 1 * 
reputation as the wife of a inan of 0 
the moſt liberal diſpoſition. Strange 

it is, that human nature fhould be I 
fo depraved, as to yield that to the I 
mammon of avarice in ovfoariry; i * 
which if appropriated to the pur- 3 
poſe of a proper ſupport to the cre- 1 b 
dit which ought to regulate” each 
perſon's conduct, agreeably to what 
Providence has ſo amply diſpenſed, 
would n them to hay the e- 1 
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teem of the esel and diſdernkug 
© | part of mankind. - 4431 
I cannot omit. cl by what 
means I was more particularly fa- 
© voured by the eldeſt daughter of this 
f remarkable pair, and how ſtrangely it 
ri intrigue; but as this only related to 
© Wa virtuous intercourſe with a ſur- 
WP] I geon, who was truly a man of me- 
by though not rich, I may, with- 


TC | 
out a bluſh, acknowledge. myſelf 
the daily Mercury to hand letters 
between the parties, who were al- 
I ready contracted in ſentiment, and 
only waiting the event of the ava- 
I ricious old lady's determination, in 
point of fortune, which her unwil- 
lingneſs to determine on, urged the 
at i 1 1 oung couple to face the world in 
he marriage ſtate, without her con- 
F. button towards their endeavours, 
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and which ſhe certainly withheld, 
till time and nature put an end to 
her exiſtence, and which was, it is 
likely, much ſooner accompliſhed by 
the puſillanimity of her diſpoſition, 
barring the needful aſſiſtance required 
in her weak ſtate of infirmity, and 
which in her huſband's life, ſhe had 
pee been obliged to accede 

; the young couple were, how- 
ever, very proſperous, ' and lived 
happy many years together, and 
were the parents of many children, 
one of whom, with his mother, is 
ſtill living, a very accompliſhed man. 
A new tutoreſs was, after a time, 
appointed for me; but being a French 
refugee, and low in finance, I had 
not the indulgence I met with at 
Bromley, where J ſhall never eradi- 
cate from my memory the dreadful 
hour of our parting, nor ever loſe 


the 
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the ſenſe of that gratitude I owe to 


my moſt eſſential benefactreſs. 
A few weeks, preſently to my 
ſeeming ſatis faction, ſoon again open- 


ed to me a new ſcene, as I took 
the infection of the ſmall-pox, and 
for the protection of my compani- 
ons from ſo loathſome a diſtemper, I 


was under the neceſſity of removing 


to my father's houſe; and I muſt 


ſay, that at that time I owed much 


to his careand attention, and ſuppoſe 


from his being then immerſed in law, 


he looked forward to ſome conſola- 


tion in me. Youth, and a good con- 


ſtitution ſoon, however, reſtored me 


to health, and my growth increaſing 


much, I ſoon had the appearance of 
a farther advancement in life; but 
till the flagrant evil in the family 
was in ſome degree ſettled, I could 
not with ſatis faction be ſent from 


town: and ſome months paſſed be- 


fore 
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fore I was ſent again for improve- 
ment. But a ſeminary being at hand, 


where moſt of the daughters of the 


people of repute were ſent, I was 
at laſt permitted to make one of the 
number, which in ſome meaſure 
again relieved me, in the expectation 
of once more refuming my learning, 
in which purſuit I had really met 


ſo many diſappointments, that I was 


almoſt yielding to deſpair in the bu- 


ſineſs, which ſo materially con- 
. cerned my future hope. I found 
myſelf in this new ſituation, much 
more comfortable than I expected; 


the tutoreſſes being two maiden fiſ- 
ters, much advanced in life, with 
great repute, and their aſſiſtants had 
many years exhibited in their pro- 


feſſion with great ſucceſs: and as 


they found me ſuſceptible, particu- 


larly in the uſe of the needle, 
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in various works, wherein I was 
thought to excel, I was likewiſe 
much pleaſed with the progreſs I 
expected to make in the uſe of the 
pen, under one of the beſt maſters 
in that arr, I ever yet have ſeen; 
but my father, thinking he gave too 
much latitude on the red letter days, 
and my having loſt too much time, 
already to neglect any farther oppor- 
tunities ; but in that he certainly 
erred greatly, as by ſo often chang- 
mg maſters, it prevented my writ- 
ing ſo fine a hand as I might have 
attained otherwiſe, particularly, as 
the perſon provided to fill up my 
vacant hours at home, was by no 
means equal to the one I had at 
ſchool. The perſon who continued 
the care of the family, during the 
contention in law, as ſoon as it 
came to a deciſion, which ended in 

VOL. 1. _ fa- 
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favour of her injured maſter, did not 
chuſe any longer to continue the 
ſituation, as the odium could not be 
totally eradicated; in conſequence of 
which, the left him unprovided; and 
for a proper perſon as a ſubſtitute, 
he applied to a friend, who, I was 
ready to imagine, was in conjunc- 
tion with the fates, to confirm the 
fucceſſion of ills, which perpetu- 
ally attended me; for in that parti- 
cular, J think my evil genius opera- 
ted to his wiſhes, as will be teſtified 
in the Mn. how of my adven- 
tures. 

As among my partners, in this 
place of improvement, in the neigh- 
bourhood, were a great variety of 
_difpofitions, it may not. be improper 
to notice thoſe which moſt attracted 
my attention: one whoſe name was 
ne 1 think, ye beauty of 

face 
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face and perſon ſufficient to allure 


the ſenſations of a ſtoic, to which 
was added, that delicacy of ſentiment 
and pureneſs of heart, which almoſt 
conſtituted her the emblem of per- 
fection; the poſſeſſion of a large 


fortune raiſed in her no ill- placed |: 


ambition, and the loſs of a great 


part of it, by the earthquake at Liſ- 
bon, brought from her no reflections, 


as ſhe was equally diſpoſed to ſub- 
mit to every diſpenſation of Pro- 
videnee, with that chearfulneſs ſo*® 


conſonant with her angelic mind. 


The choice of a partner for life, 


was the peculiar attention of her 


mother and uncle, (for ſhe had no 
father) when after ſeveral years, a 
merchant in the city, of great emi- 


nence, although a widower, with 
four children, was thought worthy 
to make happy this deſerving young 


E 2 lady ; 
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lady; but alas, how was this fortu- 
nate gentleman (ſanguine as he was) 
diſappointed! when at the end of 
the firſt year this object of his pureſt 
hope was wreſted from him, by the 
cold hand of death! leaving behind 
her but one emblem of herſelf, in 
the perſon of a ſweet little daughter; 
who, with her lamenting father, 
- mult have felt the moſt poignant ſen- 
ſatioris on the recollection of ſo ami- 
able a wife and mother. I naturally 
found much pleaſure in the conver- 
ſation of this dear girl, for our age 
correſponded nearly; but as the 
want of a mother made me, in 
ſome reſpects, deficient in the eti- 
quette of dreſs and appearance, I 
could perceive ſome, (who by en- 
joying that bleſſing I was deprived 
of,) very-backward 1n treating me 
with that degree of reſpe& to which 
7 I thought 
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1 thought myſelf entitled; but as 
time, and events have had their dif- 
ferent operations with them, as with 
myſelf, I doubt not but a far dif- 
ferent deciſion is now given to com- 
mon occurrences by us all, in the 
courſe of more than thirty years. 
During the two years, I continu- 
ed in this place of progreſs, no very 
material occurrence aroſe, but the 
earthquake, (which happened on 
the eighth of February and March, 
in the year 1750,) I well remember 
thoſe events to have made a very ſen- 
fible ſhock on my tender imagina- 
tion, from the general apprehenſion 
of their being followed by one ſtill 
more tremendous ; the heat ſucceed- 
ing, was exceſſive, as I well knew by 
riding on horſeback to Kingſton one 
day, early in the ſpring, when by 
immediately drinking ſome cold wine 


3 and 


78 MEMOIRS or 
and water, I thereby met with fuch 
a ſudden chill in my blood, as to 
get a furfeit, which very ſoon ſhew- 

ed itſelf, and was ſeveral years be- 
fore it was eradicated. I ſhould not 
omit to mention, that in going to 
the above place, near about the ſame 
time, we dined at Brentford, with 
a Mr. Harveſt, in that town, who 
took much pleaſure in collecting me- 
dals, one of which was remarkably 
curious, and notwithſtanding J have 
ſeen the moſt valuable that have 

been exhibited in public ſince, I 
have not met one which bore any 
reſemblance to it: it was Spaniſh, 
ſomething larger than a dollar; had 
a fine engraving on the exterior ſides, 
and throwing it down with ſuffici- 

ent violence, it opened, and diſco- 
vered a moſt exquiſite painting, of 
our Saviour, at the laſt ſupper, with 

the 
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the apoſtles; and in the other fide, a 
piece of profane hiſtory, which has. 
ſlipped my memory; nor do I know 
who was afterwards in poſſeſſion of it, 
as he died ſuddenly. In another jaunt 
to Kingſton, I cannot forget, my fa- 
ther meeting ſome friends on the 
road, in whoſe company was a Mr. 
P——4, well-known many years on 
the turf, and who was then going to 
Epſom races, and vauntingly exhi- 
bited a purſe, containing ſeveral 
hundred guineas, which he acknow- 
ledged were for the ſole purpoſe of 


betting on the courſe. Notwith+ ; 


ſtanding my nonage, I cannot forget 
the uneaſy ſenfibility of my mind, 
on the occaſion, being fully inform- 
ed, from the accident which had im- 
peded my preſent hope, how neceſ- 

ſary I thought it to apply ſuch ſums 
to a more Proper uſe. The next ex- 
e E 4 cur- 
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curfion to Kingſton, was celciently 
ſerious, when by the miſmanagement 
of a ſervant, in aſſiſting me to mount 
the horſe, I met with a bad fall, in 
which I diſlocated a bone in my left 
hand, which, not being properly at- 
tended to, was never replaced, and ow- 
ing to which misfortune, I was ſpoil- 
ed for a horſewoman, was five years 
very lame, and have never yet re- 
covered the ſtrength of the wriſt, 
which is now much worſe, from a 
violent contuſion in the ſhoulder of 
the ſame arm, by which I am almoſt 
deprived of rendering myſelf need- 
ful ee 
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CHAP. VI. 


Tu. E july W the cinch 

quake, the moſt violent ſtorm 
of hail fell in the pariſhes of Sts 
Olave, St. John, and St. Mary 
Magdalen, on the Surry fide, - (in 
the laſt of which was my father's, 
reſidence) that was, I believe, ever 
known, in the memory of the old 
eſt man then living, as ſome of the 
pieces of ice (for ſuch they were) 
in a variety of forms, meaſured ſome 


hours after they were down, ſeveral 


inches in circumference, I ſhould 
not have noticed it ſo much, but 
that the weather being ſo uncom 
monly hot, our ſchool windows had 

Es — 
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been taken quite out, to admit a ſuf- 
ficient circulation of air, when, by 
that unfortunate circumſtance, be- 
ing many in number, we could 
ſcarcely be protected from being 
wounded, the hail-ſtones beating in 
from all quarters, among us; and I 
well knew, a neighbour who had not 
time to reach his houſe, from the 
yard wherein he ſtood, before he had 
a vein opened, as with a launcet, by 
one of thoſe remarkable ſtones, per- 
forming the operation as it fell on 
the back of his hand, whence the 
blood iſſued, as from the inciſion 
made by a ſurgeon, 
As I had now been enabled to give 
tolerable attention to my learning, I 
gained the approbation of my tutoreſ- 
ſes in a fingular degree; and on a viſit 
made them by Lord Coote and Lady 
Mary, his fiſter, (of the family of 
3 | the 
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the Earls of Bellamont, one of 

whom had married the daughter and . 
heireſs of a wealthy woolſtapler, in 
the boroughwick ofthe name of Wil- 
kinſon ; and inconſequence, inherit- 
ed ſome eſtates in that quarter) to 
whom we were all preſented ; and 
his Lordſhip truly paid us very 
great reſpect, by paſſing many en- 
comiums, and entertaining us quite 
to our wiſhes, in the confectionary 
way; and as the moſt compleat work- 
women were honoured in a particu- 
lar manner, I had the good fortune 
to ſhare in his eſteem, with thoſe, 
who had made an equal progreſs; a 
few months more elapſing, brought 
me into my thirteenth. year, when it 
was thought adviſeable for me to be 
placed farther from home, eſpecially, 
as the perſon to whoſe care I was in- 
| truſted, in my. father's houſe, gave: 
"Mn 6 a very 
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a very improper example to youth, 
particularly of the female ſex, as ſhe 
had already made me a compleat Ar- 
minian, having been by the head paſ- 
tor of that ſociety, admitted as a mem- 
ber. I truſt by this not to be thought 
an enemy to religion in general, but 
I ſhall ever think it very improper 
for a young woman; (or at leaſt one 
who from extraordinary growth, had 
that appearance) to be expoſed by a 


ſervant, out of her father's houſe, 


at either five o'clock in the morning, 
or eight in the evening; and that 
contrary to the expreſs command of 
her maſter; but ſuch, notwith- 
ſtanding, was the rules I was ob- 


| liged to adhere to; and her influence 


prevailing to an aſtoniſhing degree, 
there was not a ſhadow, of probabi- 
lity as to redreſs on my 1 | 


My 


JANE ELIZABETH MooRE. 85 


Muy father profeſſing to be a French 
calviniſt, with whom I occaſion ally 
attended divine worſhip ; my young 
friends, with whom J principally 
aſſociated, being diſſenters, of dif- 
ferent denominations, and myſelf a 
member of the church eſtabliſhed 
in this country; it will be eaſy to 
ſuggeſt what a confuſion, of reverſ- 
ed ideas muſt have poſſeſt my mind, 
in religious matters, in ſuch an untu- 
tored imagination; I ſcarcely knew 
under what perſuaſion to ſeek that 
{upreme direction I ſo much needed, 
till by going to a proper place at 
Wandſworth, to finiſh my education, 
I was kept to the eſtabliſhed church, 
in the French language, in the morn- 
ing; but leaſt we ſhould prefer an 
Engliſh place of worſhip, we were 
but ſeldom permitted to go to the 
pariſh church, but obligated to hear 
from 
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from our elder tutoreſs, (thoſe being 
likewiſe two maiden ſiſters) one of 
Doctor Tillotſon's excellent ſermons, 
in the afternoons, on Sundays. I 
omitted to mention that on my fa- 
ther's entertaining me with a fight 
of Weſtminiſter Abbey, I was ena- 
bled (from the obſervations I had 
made by reading, and ſeeing pic- 
tures,) to give an account of almoſt 
every remarkable tomb in that ſo- 
lemn and noble repoſitory of the 
dead; and notwithſtanding his little 
attention to ſtudies of that fort, he 
exprefled great ſatisfaction at the 
'' progreſs I had made, being then 
under thirteen years of age. 
- Having no mother, it was thought 
unneceflary for me to be” at home 
more than once in the year, at the 
vacation; and as Chriſtmas was the 
time when there- was moſt amuſe- 
1 | ment 
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ment in town, I was only permitted 
the firſt Whitſuntide, to take a few 
day's pleaſure, by going to Wok» 
ing, in Surry; where, for the ad- 
vantage of a more powerful ſtream 
of water, my father had removed 
his manufactory. The travelling in 
thoſe heavy vehicles then in uſe, (in 
the year 1752,) was to me very 
ſtrange; and what made it much 
more ſo, was, by being the young- 
eſt paſſenger, I was in courſe placed 
with my back to the horſes, which 
to me, as many others, proved a 
very diſagreeable ſituation; and of 
the company on the: oppoſite fide, 
each declared they were alike ſubje& 
to indiſpoſition, ſhould they yield to 
my requeſt. The pleaſure I had rumi- 
nated on, by my expectation of ſeeing 
Guildford races, I perceived would 
be a dear purchaſe, -as this journey 

R was 
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was not to be compleated till ſix 
o'clock in the evening, notwith- 
ſtanding I had ſeveral miles to go on 
horſeback. It is needleſs to repeat 
to thoſe who lived in that day, the 
inconvenience attending ſtage tra- 
velling; and the appearance of a 
heavy coach, loaded with chains at 
bottom, and drawn by fix ſtout 
horſes, with a poſtillion in a leather 
jacket, and that to make a long day's 
journey of only thirty miles; and 
I doubt not will appear as ſtrange, 
to my young readers, as an air bal- 
loon to thoſe whoſe maturity might 
have led them to make a more eligi- 
ble compariſon. 

The next day, I was taken to ſee 
races, on Mexrow- Down, near 
Guildford; where, I cannot ſay, I 
was enchanted to my wiſhes, being 
naturally fond of the brute creation, 
„ | ] was 
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J was not at any rate pleaſed with 
the ſeverity which I ſee uſed to the 
fine animals, who ſeemed equally de- 
ſirous of victory with their riders; 
but could not exceed that ſtrength _ 
which was given them for diſcre- 
tionary uſe, and not intended to be 
the ſport of every unthinking mor- 
tal, who might be diſpoſed to ſtake 
their fortunes upon the ſtride of a 
horſe, which, like man, whoſe breath 
being in his noſtrils, are in a mo- 
ment, liable to loſe their lives, which, 
to my knowledge, has ſometimes 
been the caſe, as I am able to teſtify, 
having, with company, been fre- 
quently induced to partake of that 
amuſement. Pity it is, that man- 
kind ſhould, under ſuch uncertain- 
ties, riſque the property of their an- 
ceſtors, which was, perhaps, earn- 
ed with the brow of care, or may as 
likely 
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likely have been ſaved, from a ſeru- 


pulous defire to hand enlarged to 
poſterity, that paternal inheritance 
which, perhaps, under the auſpices 


of a generous heir, (diveſted of vice) 


would have rendered a hundred fold, 


in the true ſenſe of the word, by 
hoſpitably feeding the hungry, cloath- 


ing the naked, and other acts of be- 
nevolence; but which, from pol- 
luted and contracted ideas, has been 
only augmented, for the unknown 
purpoſe of making a ſporting youth, 
while in poſſeſſion of plenty, the 
oſtenſible idol of the n ſwind⸗ 
lers of the turf. 

But to return to Wandſworth, we 


again entered the moving caſtle, be- 


fore deſcribed, with all the pomp of 
knight-errantry, where, as before, 
1 was placed the contrary way for 
my feelings, but from the polite- 


neſs | 
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der whoſe care I, occaſionally, was 
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| neſs of my new companions in tra- 


vel, I was much better accommo- 


dated, on ſceing the neceſſity a lady 


in middle age, who had been ac- 
quainted with Miſs Blandy, the hor- 


rid parricide of that year, two. young- 


er, and two gentlemen, were of the 
company, all of whom were truly 
polite, and ſpoke the ſentiments of 
numanity, replete with inſtruction 


to young minds. We dined at King- 
ſton, and the coach ſtopping at 


Wandſworth, at tea time, I found 
myſelf again placed under the care 
of my tutoreſſes, after receiving in 
the ſhort ſpace of four days, as 
much information as I could poſſibly 
expect. I was, at all times, moſt 
pathetically received in my ſettled 


ſituation, where, by officiating- as 


ſecretary to the ancient ſiſters, un- 


fa- © 
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favoured with a glaſs of wine, or a 


cup of tea extraordinary, in the 
drefſing- room; but this entertain- 
ment ſavouring of partiality, to ſome 


who were not ſo fond of the pen, 
it ſometimes was productive of tri- 
fling ſparks of envy towards me; 


but, I could even then avail myſelf, 
by refuſing to correct their letters, 


before they were handed to their ſu- 
periors. I cannot help acknowledg- 
ing the particular obligations due on 
my part to the maſter, who inſtructed 
me in writing and arithmetic; the 
latter of which (knowing J was in- 


tended for the accompting-houſe,) 
he more particularly attended to, 


and ceaſed not during the whole time 
to give me every information in his 
power, and whole methods in prac- 
tice I have ever adopted, during the 
laſt year of my education, being the 
| | fi f- 
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fifteenth of my age. I was partly 


. left to my own amuſement, and was 
e . 
conſulted more by my tutoreſſes, 
1 ? 
where the needle and pen were con- 
1e : . 
cerned, than even their aſſiſtants. The 
1 . 5 . Re” 9 85 N 1 
time being now accompliſhed, for 
5 je | "Y | 
f the concluſion of the arduous taſk, 
b I had ſo cloſely attended to, I was 
ordered home; though in tears, I 
8 ̃ 
I really parted with many of my com- 
u- 
I panions, and my ſenior tutoreſs very 
8 gratefully confeſſed, (to uſe her own 
n 
x q words) that ſhe could inſtru&t me 
e 
no further, and that 1 in me ſhe loſt 
he 
| her right hand. 


It may he required that aq I ; [Wes 
finiſhed my education, I ſhould be 
capable of giving ſome account of 
[my foſtered ſiſters, with whom 1 
ſpent my time; two of which were 
| lifters, but much contraſted in their 
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perſon and diſpoſition; the eldeſt 
being very agreeable in appearance, 
and poſſeſt a great ſhare of genuine 


fenſe and goodneſs of heart, the 


youngeſt as beautiful as Venus, but 
a votary to pride, and paſſion; they 
were announced, as Creoles whoſe 
friends, had died in their paſſage to 
this country; and were ſuppoſed to 


be the nieces of the gentleman, who 
very punctually paid their expences : 


but what appeared the moſt ſingular, 


was their never- being permitted to 


go to the houſe of their ſuppoſed re- 
lation ; and 1t was his expreſs com- 
mand, that they ſhould by no means 
be inſtructed in the uſe of the pen; 
which he argued might prevent 
their entering into intrigue ; (he had 


appear); however his decree, could 
not fix a barrier to their inclinations, i 


"EL (which 
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(which were © Mors ſtrongly ane "OI 
reſtraint) for among ſo great a num- 

ber, they found it no difficult mat- 
ter, to be ſufficiently taught to write 
him a letter on the ſubje& ; on the 
receipt of which, finding them ſo 
far enabled, he permitted them to be - 


put under the care of the maſter, 


who attended for that purpoſe and 
rewarded them for their. ingenuity, 


with a very diſtinguiſhed preſent: 


on ſome uneaſy reflections taking 
place, in a ſevere fit of ſickneſs, he 


at laſt unwillingly declared them to 


be his own daughters: by the perſon 


who had many years had the care of 
his houſe, as he was left a widower 


in early age; and was without legiti- 


mate children; pity it is that gentle- 


men under an idea of degrading 


themſelves in marriage, yield to an 
n paſſion, with the very 
| 6 peo- 
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people who have uſed every-art to 


ſeduce their morals, and thereby 


bring on themſelves an uneaſy re- 


morſe, which neither time or recol- 


lection can palliate; and by com- 
mitting ſuch raſh crimes, bring a 
laſting reflection, which can never 
be totally eradicated, either in them 
or their poſterity. The father, of 
thoſe ladies lived in Weſtminſter; 
and at his death, left them ten 
thouſand pounds (only), in which 
J cannot think, he rendered them 
ſtri& juſtice; as he, at the ſame 
time, left Lord Romney twenty 


thouſand, (and likewiſe the care of 


his two amiable daughters) which, 
unleſs he was under particular obli- 


gations to his Lordſhip, was rather 


looked on as an infringement on 
their right, after his acknowledg- 


ment of them; our reſidence being 


Bs far 
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far apart, I have not had the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing thoſe unn friends | 
for many years OST 5% 
The next whoſe character T eim 
to delineate, I notice, more to cau- 
tion parents and guardians againſt. 
improperly diſpoſing of their female 
friends, in youth, than for any plea- 
ſure it can afford to either party, in 
the recital. Lucinda, (for by that 
appellation I ſhall relate her ſtory) 
who was to poſſeſs a fortune of thir- 
ty thouſand pounds, was introduced 
among us, by the preſent Lady 
Twiſden, (reli of Sir William 
Twiſden, Baronet, and daughter of 
a gentleman of great eminence in 
the leather trade, but long fince in 
retirement, ) who had been placed 
many years in obſcurity, by her ap- 
pointed guardians, till the time ar- 
rived which enabled her to make a 
"SOL, I; T Us that 
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freſh choice; when it was too late 


diſcoyered, . to what a bad purpoſe 
forty pounds per annum had been 
paid, az, , _ 6s; - to. BEE. great 
mortification, 'by us ſoon ſeen, that 
ſhe had not received inſtruction ſuf- 
ficient to read a ſingle verſe in the 
Teſtament, without heſitation, and 
was handed among ſtrangers even 
without ſtays, and in a night-cap, 
without border, and ſo incapable of 
uſing a needle, that ſhe could by no 
means adjuſt herſelf in needful ap- 
parel. I could not avoid taking part 
with my new companion, (whoſe 
hard fate I ſincerely lamented, hav- 
ing not loſt ſight of my own mis- 
fortunes in that way) for, though 
ſhe was not poſſeſt of the moſt ſhin- 
ing abilities, it, ſeemed poſſible by 
cultivation, to make her agreeable, | 
a8 ſhe. did not want that becoming 
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diffidence, which, properly attended 
to, will ever remain a pleaſing cha- 
racteriſtic in a virtuous woman: ſhe 
had a genteel perſon; and in the 
courſe of one year, made conſider- 
able improvement; notwithſtanding 
pity and contempt, from the various 
liſpoſitions the was among, had their 
operations in turn, which, indeed, 
was no diſadvantage to an non 
vated mind, as it tended to rouze 
her ſenſations, and endeavour, by 
retorting in a ſpirited manner, to 
zwaken her from that lethargy in 
hich ſhe had been lulled, to an 
almoſt ſtate of inſenſibility: her 
friends, who had now diſtinguiſhed | 
themſelves, were long obliged: to 
contend in Chancery, with her ori- 
Iginal guardians, to oblige them to 
replace her fortune. As for the ex- 
traordinary . of her educa- 
F 2 tion, 
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tion, I was informed they charged 
 * _ © to account near two hundred pound 
yearly. I mean only by this narra- 
tive, to enforce the neceſſity there 
appears to be, for the kindred friends 
of orphans, to turn their attention 
towards their education, as the fir 
principle of their duty, and parti 
cularly, to look into the annual diff} 
burſements in minority; as I wel 
know my friend Lucinda was great! 
hurt in every reſpect, wanting tha 
care; and, notwithſtanding even 
effort ſhe was miſtreſs of, could no 
attain that perfect knowledge, afte 
the age ſhe entered at, that ſhe coul 
have done before; youth being cet 
tainly the time, when the intelled 
are moſt eaſily impreſſed; than in 
nearer _ to maturity. Thi 
lady, however, was well-adviſed i 
the choice of , with whot 
n & + 1 
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Self e has lived many years happily ; 
and I believe, has ſtill ſome family, 
"TY although I am ſenfible ſhe had the 
dent misfortune to loſe ſeveral beautiful 
children, and has ever lived in a 
ſtile of life, ſuited to her ample 
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SH OULD, indeed, as confiſtent 
with propriety, have firſt noticed 
my friend, who went with me to 
this laſt place of learning, and under 
the auſpices of her dear mother, I 
enjoyed much pleaſure, in partaking 
of many amuſements on the water, 
&c. in ſummer, by way of a little 
occaſional recreation, which relaxing 
the mind, by alternately changing 
the ſcene, gave a freſh edge to the in- 
clination, in our different purſuits; 
no ſingularity of fate, or ſentiment, 
in my moſt warm ſriend, ſo particu- 
larly demand my attention, as her 
being in all reſpects much indulged, 
i ſhe 
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ſhe was Juſt directed by her own 
paſſions : to any particular aim; but 
was much more a proficient, in the 
arts of the needle, ' than the pen 
but was from neither one nor the 
other motive, excited to a pre- emi- 
nence in any particular: and being 
aſſured, that ſhe was ever right, i in all 
ſhe did, ſhe left ſchool without any 
partial attachment to excel in any 
thing; as we both went and returned 
together, on the Wandſworth buſi- 
neſs, the moſt friendly intercourſe ſu- 
cceded; and to her friedſhip and that of 
her family I vowed many favours 
which I was flatly denied at home, 
through the influence of my father's 
new and ill choſen connections at ſome 
intervals a coolneſs, froma variety of 
circumſtances, has at times ſubſiſted 
but as the attachment at heart has 

| been firmly eſtabliſhed, the ſame 
| F 4 cor- 


cordiality ſtill ſubſiſts; and to that 
lady I owe the copies of ſome in- 
tereſting papers ſhe had preſerved of 
my early exhibitions in the literary 
Way, which will in due courſe be 
ſpecified, ſhe was as myſelf, left 
__ early without a mother, but her fa- 
ther making a more prudent choice 
than-mine, has given her much the 
advantage; though ſhe in obedience 
to her good parents, (who juſtly 
deſerved that appellation) made rather 
an unfortunate connection in marri- 
age, and was left a widow at the early 
age of twenty five years, with two 
ſweet children, which are now in 
maturity, and by the care and gene- 
rolity of her friends, ſhe now en- 
Joys a plentiful fortune. 

The two infant daughters of Sir 
Harry Parker, Baronet, much de- 
* tay attention; the eldeſt being 

only 
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only ſeven years of age, and the 

youngeſt four; the firſt of which 
was fully accompliſhed, in reading, 

writing, dancing, and needle work; 
and I cannot help obſerving, that at 
her firſt entering the ſchool the 
apologized, to her governeſs in be- 


half of her ſiſter, who was only 1 


able to read in her Teſtament, where- 
as ſhe herſelf had been through 
her bible, and ſaid the Catechiſm in 
the church, at four; and however 
ſtrange this may appear, it is really 
a ſolid truth. We had many years 
the opportunity of hearing of each 
other, through the intercourſe we had 
by a relation of the above ladies; but 
as ſhe is ſince dead, fome years have 
paſſed without our knowledge of each 
other; and I am ſorry to ſay, that in 
her marriage with an Hibernian offi- 
er, notwithſtanding the immenſe 
| 8 for 


Wine left her by her geündkarber 
(ho was a callico printer, of the 
firſt eminence) ſhe, no more than 
- myſelf, found much ſatisfaction in 
our facrifices at the * of . 
men. 

I ſhall next prick the + dauphter of 
a deceaſed Doctor Cunningham, 
(whoſe widow married too ſoon to 
be remarked for her prudence) to a 
young Scotch gentleman, very hand- 
ſome, and ſufficiently gay, (to ſpend 
money) on which the guardians re- 
leaſed the two infant children, (a 
fon and daughter) from ſo i improper 
a father: they had very good for- 
tunes; and the young lady who was 
placed where I was, had ſuch. pe- 
culiar attachments to me, as to give 
us both great pleaſure, when either 
could reach intelligence of the other: 
ſhe had certainly the moſt delicate 
| com- 
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complexion 1 kar: beheld; but what 
ſeems molt ſingular, was, that with 


every advantage of youth, beauty, 


educatiop, and many thouſand 
pounds, ſhe, from à choice which 
ſhe could not be perſuaded to aban- 
don, married an invalid Captain, 
under a diſparity of years, on his 


ſide, and the loſs of one leg, in the 


ſea ſervice; and within the laſt four 


years when lying- in with her fixth 


child, ſhe fell ſuddenly out of bed 
in a fit, and expired immediately. 
As I cannot bring to my recollec- 
tion any other characters, that will 
tend to amuſe, no particular circum- 


ſtances having attended them within 
my knowledge, and ſeveral dying 
young ſince our ſeparation, I ſhall 
cloſe the ſcene of my education, de- 


claring, that all the indulgences I 
met with in each department, was 
8 earned 
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earned "mM great nn as my fa- 

ther was immoveably fixed in his de- 

| termination of never making the 
= | leaſt acknowledgement, by preſents 


\ or otherwiſe, leaſt it ſhould at any 
1 time, prevent my receiving proper 
dileipline, of which, notwithſtand- 
0 ing, I never eee as none was 
1 ever tendered to me, aver ſeven 
5 05 70 of age. 
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I omitted to mention, that pay- 
ing a viſit in Hatton-garden, when 
but juſt turned of thirteen, (at a 
Chriſtmas vacation,) where there 
boarded a young gentleman from 
Jamaica, of | large fortune; and, 
whether from any particular attach- 
ment to my perſon, or owing to 
bl ſome remarks I made on a -parrot, 
23 and Canary-bird, I cannot fay ; but 
= ſuch an impreffion was made on 
the young Creol, that it was with 
diffi- 


— 


— 
„ a 
n 

* 


ANR ELIZABETH MookE. 109 


difficulty he was prevented from 
following me to ſchool, to urge an 
elopement: ſome trite arguments 
were neceſſarily uſed by the guar- 
dians of my new lover; but as 1 
was not at ſo early an age myſelf, 
ſuſceptible of that tender paſſion, - 
nor had compleated my nen | 
the matter ſoon ſubſided. * 

The middle of May, a e | 
ing ended my purſuits in the learn- 
ing way, I returned to my father, 
where a new and ſtrange ſcene was 
opened to my view; as an only 
child, (and being harraſſed ſo 
much in my youth, ) I was led to 
hope I ſhould have experienced ſome 
little indulgences, uſual under ſimi- 
lar : circumſtances ; but when he 
looked on me as a daughter, by re- 

| flecting on Providence, for not f-nd- 
105 him a ſon in my ſtead, I found 
| I had 
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I had but little to flatter myſelf with, 
on that behalf; and many people 


were led to believe, from my ab- 


ſence, and hearing no account of 


me, that 1 really was not in exiſt- 
ence, expreſſing their ſurprize at 


my appearance, which ſeemed to 


them as a reſurrection, from the 


conception they entertained of my 
death, and in a literal ſenſe, it has 
ſeemed to me a misfortune, that it 


was not ſo, till on mature reflection, 
I am ſenſible how offenſive: it muſt 
| be, to that Omnipotent Being, (who 
has created us, to magnify his own 
greatneſs, in permitting us to move 
in this awful career of fluQtuating 


fate, for the purpoſes moſt ſuited to 


| | diſplay his power,) to murmur at 
his wiſe diſpenſations; and I reſt 


fully ſatisfied, that, notwithſtand- 


ing the various changes he has fuf- 


fered 
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fered me to Andergos in this m 
tal life, I remain ſtill in his diſpo- 


ſal, well knowing that he can both . | 


humble and exalt us at pleaſure; in 
which confidence IJ have been hi- 
therto enabled to ſubmit; and un- 
der his ſupreme direction, from the 
conſolation of my affectionate and 
ſincere friends, to the greateſt tri- 
als of perſecution, which, I believe, 
were ever allotted to a * indivi- 
dual. 10 

Bach, I am 1 to e re- 
peking my father's aſperity and 
diſſatisfied temper, was to be attri- 
buted to the different diſappoint- 
ments he met with in his marriage 
ſtate; and more to his hypocritical 
houſekeeper, who again introduced 
me into ſome of her own connexi- 
ons, which were now changed to a 
ſet of Antinomians who, in courſe, 


thou a 


* 
'? 
= 

[ 

[8 
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_ 
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thought themſelves authorized to 
live agreeable to their on corrupt 


defires, Which ſometimes led the 
preacher, Mr. Reilly, (who was 


likewiſe an author) in my father's 
abſence; to take reſt in his bed; 


but whether his conſtant fol- 
lower occupied the ſame place, in 


conjunction, for repoſe with him, 
I am not able to judge, except from 


appearances; which, I own, eſta- 


bliſhed with me a circumſtantial pre- 
judice- againſt them both; which J 
certarnly, ſhould have repreſented to 
her maſter, but that nothing I could 
alledge, would abate the opinion he 
entertained ſo favourably of her; 
eſpecially where it coincided with 
my wiſhes: between this daughter 
of enthuſiaſm and an attendant from 
the French court, with whom, in 

my abſence, my father contracted 


a great intimacy; when, his 


5 cha- 


— 
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character is deſcribed, the reader of 


experience will, I dare ſay, judge 
of my ſituation- with that degree of 
ſympathy, which is the known at- 


tribute of this country; the firſt 
being ſufficiently enlarged upon, to 


give diſguſt, I muſt next ſignify, 
that the Frenchman, who was fully 
verſed in the vices and ' follies of 
mankind, to be enabled to bar every 


ſenſe of tender attachment, where- 
in his hardened confidence introduced 
him; and from the bad uſe he had 
made of his information, in the fe- 
male line, he was able to raiſe my 
father's indignation againſt the ſex; 


which, from the bad treatment he 


had ſo lately met with, was no diffi- 
cult taſk; and he was ſoon ſatisfied 
of the progreſs he had made in that 


particular, by the treatment I had 


met with at his requeſt, as a daugh- 
ter; 


* 
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ter, which he himſelf eſtabliſhed, 
with a wife, who was near forty 
years younger than the infamous do- 
tard huſband, to whom ſhe had un- 
luckily fallen a victim; either from 
his firſt ſeducing her, or from his 
gaudy appearance; being always 
drefled like a mountebank, and 
loaded with gold, enough to have 
induced a mob to have ordealed 
* him, for the lucre of that corrupt- 
ing metal which ſows ſo much diſ- 


ſenſion in this terreſtrial world. 'The 


remainder of the viſitors to our 
| houſe, being chiefly of the baccha- 
nalian ſort, (my father having ever 
drank much after diſappointment) 
were, however their foibles might 
operate towards their connections, 
much more my friends, and indeed 
endeavoured all in their power to con- 

vince my father, how deſirous I was 
1 of 


of aſſiſting all in my power; but he 
ſuffered himſelf to encourage that 
pitjudice, which: it was n to 
remove. 4 
Under fach ease (but — 
for my protecting guardian angel!) 
my. candid friends will eaſily ſup- 
poſe, how my feelings muſt have 
been effected; the firſt thing recom- 
mended was, my leaving off ſmall 
beer, to drink water, and thereby 
. check that growing habit of health 
KK beſtowed on me by nature, and next 
| as much as poſſible, to prevent the 
. | Intercourſe: with my young compa- 
nions, leaſt by ſeeing them better 
treated, I might regret my own mis- 
fortunes: and indeed, to ſum up the 
whole, it was meant to ſtop the 
progreſs of every enjoyment; which 
was thought neceſſary, to initiate 
me into that ſcene of life, conſiſt- 
if ent 


— 
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ent with my education (for in that 
particular, to do juſtice, no limits 
were ſettled but by my o/ incli- 
nations) in this diſagreeable predi- 
eament, I inliſted into the cares of 
life; and but for the cordial aſſiſt · 
ance of ſome ſelect friends, (wha 
_ would not be refuſed my company; 
and which I ſhall occaſionally des 
| ſcribe), I muſt at the early age of 
fifteen, have ſunk. in deſpair ;. and 
indeed, notwithſtanding thoſe feas 
fonable efforts towards my relief, 
nature could no longer contead with 
fach various calamities; as from the 
perpetual agitation of mind I ſtrug - 
led with, I was in about three or 
or four months, from exceſſive 
grief, attacked with a moſt violent 
fever; but having with difficulty 
obtained permiſſion to ſpend a few 
days with a friend, (who was with 
31 | me 
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me at ſchool) to relax in ſome de» 

gree, my much deprefled | ſpirits, Af 
from the vexatious anxiety I daily 

experienced; but the wound in 

my floating imagination, had chan+ 

ged my whole animal fyſtem, and 

impeded every domeſtic aſfiſtance: 
when the diſeaſe increafed ſo rapid- 
ly, as to oblige the lady, at whoſe 

| houſe I was, to ſend for my father, 
and inform him of the danger of my 
ſituation; on which his medical at- 
tendant calling on me, declared the ne- 
ceſſity of my being taken home, and 

confined to my bed as there was ap- f 

parent danger, if Iwas not praper= 
ly nurſed. The very idea of going 
home, ſeemed worſe: than death it- 

ſelf, which greatly aggravated the 

diforder ; but knowing there was no 

redreſs, I yielded to my ſentence, | 

and was taken with great care, to 
Fo: my 
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my father 55 e the colluſion be- 
tween the Maſter and ſervant, to 


negle& me in my diſtreſs, is not to 


be deſcribed; as very little elſe but 
medicine was alloted me, other ne- 
ceſſaries, being thought too expen- 
ſive and troubleſome, by this 
wicked woman; ſome relief, was 
indeed afforded me, from the con- 
traſted civility of my friends, from 
whence I was withdrawn ; but that 
proved only temporary: the hoſpi- 
tality ſhewn me, by my friend's 
mother, having infected her with 
my diſorder, likewiſe confined 
her; and ſtopped my reſources 
for ſome time, during whoſe ab- 
ſence, I cannot help ſaying, but 
my utmoſt with was, to leave this 
world, (young as I was) not a ſingle 
ray of happineſs appearing to my 
LS breaſt ; but as 1 was thus 
re- 


1 
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remaining for ſeveral days, my 
drooping ſpirits were once more 
called forth, by a more ſudden re- 
covery of Mrs, Griffith (for that was 
the name of my friend) than was 
expected; whoſe freſh inſtances of _ 
repeated goodneſs of heart, with an 
unexpected alteration in my diſorder 
enabled me to leave my room, for 
one or two days, but the repetition of 
that cruelty which had before been 
exerciſed, brought on a moſt dange- 
rous relapſe of the former diſeaſe, 
when at laſt, conſcious guilt, while 
the ſymptoms were dangerous, took 
place and farther aſſiſtance was offer - 
ed, as a delirium ſucceeded; but 
the application of a bliſter recovering 
my ſenſes, I found I was under pro- 
vidence, again to be reſtored, and 
referred for a more awful (though 
diſtant) ſcene, than had as yet ta- 

= 1 


— 
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ken elne The air being . 
as a reſtorative to my health, was 
likewiſe a ſeaſouable apology for my 
_ abſence : I was ordered to Kingſton, 
for a month, to the houſe of a 


| widow and her daughter in retire- 
ment; when without being previ- 
_ ouſly informed, I found my abode 


was there to be fixed, and though at 


a ſtipend which would have placed 


me much better, Iwas compelled to 
ſubmit to board with Mrs. Collier 
and her daughter, from neither of 
whom I could poſſibly edify in 


polite life; but as I was well ac- 


quainted with ſeveral families in the 
neighbourhood, and the daughters of 
ſome very reſpectable people viſi- 
ted where Þ was, notwithſtanding 
I fared hard at table, I was certainly 
much better there than at home; 
8 as Thad the advantage of 
ſub- 


ev 
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ſubſcribing to a circulating library, 
from which T benefited much. The 
marriage act about that time ta- 
king place, my father and many 
others who had only daughters, 
thought at a good ſecurity, but TI 
ſoon convinced him, that 1 had no 
deſire to create any ſuſpicions on 
that head, as I was determined not 
to think of facing the world, in that 
) BB way, till after I ſhould be ef age, 
Jin which reſolution I firmly- conti- 
£ Þ nued : my preſent patron, if I may 
1 ſo call her, either from the low in- 
„ Þ tereſt of money, or from her penu- 
« rious diſpoſition, or both, exhibited 
jf Ja temper very rare, as did one of 
j. her aged companions, who was an 
ig attorney's widow ; and I think had 
made, ſeemingly, as little 1 improve- 
ment in her time, as any perſon 1 
ever met with. Another who had 
VOL: 1. G lived 
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lived a ſingle life, and had great 
experience; I think, I owed much to 
for information. Miſs Collier having 
introduced to me, three young la- 
dies, all of good education, and for- 
tune, being likewiſe only daughters, 
we formed an agreeable ſociety, 
which brought on an almoſt daily in- 


tercourſe; from my being five years 
behind the others in age, I was ena- 


bled to improve upon their expe- 
rience, and, notwithſtanding my 
youth, I was in high eſteem with 
the gentlemen of the place, ſever- 
al of whom exprefled a deſire to 
form a connection with me .in mar- 
riage, and made very - deſirable pro- 
poſals ; one particularly put himſelf 
to the expence, of providing muſic, 
and a ſupper, for a ball, in the even- 
ing merely for an opportunity, of the 
| ſpending a few. hours in my com- 
; N 


a, wood. 


JANE BU] ZABE TH MOORE. 123 


pany ; to which, my not 1 be- 
fore appriſed, I went; but on re- 
8 flection, I ſuffered mortification ſuffi- | 
cient,' as I always intended to keep \ 
my reſolution. 

It will certainly be expected of 
„me, to ſpecify the ladies in ſome de- 
gree: one of them was remarkably 
tall and delicate, and the moſt pre- 


= ciſely neat I ever yet ſaw any one, 
wich on the whole, rendered her 
1 very agreeable: ſhe after ſome years, 
; married an attorney in the ſame 
Y place, and I am informed is ſtill li- 
ving, and has ſeveral children. 
r The text had an exquiſite, fine kin, f 
i 1 though not a ſymmetry. of features to 
oy eſtabliſh her as a beauty; ſhe like- 
. vviſe married to a man of conſider- 
rh able note, in the King' s-Vyard, & 
= Deptford, and had many children; ; ; 


. but has been ſome years dead. The 
ook $6 8 ig third 
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third was equally ſenſible, affable and 

handſome, with the addition of a very 
good fortune, from an uncle (her 
father who was a private gentleman, 
and had been expenſive, being dead) 
but, much to his honour, had, 
after being under misfortunes, been 
more ſucceſsful, and making up all 


deficiencies, was enabled te leave 


many thouſand pounds to his rela- 
tions, (having no children) but with 
all thoſe advantages, after living 
many years fingle, ſhe made choice 
of ſo inconſiſtent a partner, (though 
an officer in the navy) that after 
having two children, the died of a 
broken heart. Miſs Collin, with 
whom I lived, ſoon after married a 
tradeſman of repute in town, with 
whom ſhe has many years fince re- 
tired, with only one daughter. 


| : © , CHAT. 
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CHAP. VIII 


] HAVE not yet e the 
agreeable ſituation of a gentleman 


| of the name of Pagett, who, though 


of a penurious turn, had the prudence: 
to retire with a moderate compe- 
tency, from the leather trade, be- 
fore he had quite reached the winter 
of age: he made choice of a houſe 
ſituated in Hamptonwick, in full 

fight of the Thames; and had the 

addition of @ moſt delightful 8 


den, well ſtocked with fruit, where ; 


I had for many years been occaſion- 
ally well received. Mrs. Pagett 
vas indeed the pattern of goodneſs, 

& 3 | and 
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and at all times foſtered me with 
the greateſt tenderneſs, as having 
been the mother of many children, 
only two of which reached matu- 
rity; whom by her marrying late in 
life, ſhe did not hve to ſee: and as 
they diſpoſed of themſelves in mar- 
riage, it would have rendered her 
no conſolation, as they much in- 
jured their father in point of finance, 
who lived till he was ſo debilitated, 
that much advantage was taken of 
him, by deſigning people: he lived 
notwithſtanding, to be upwards of 
ninety years of age; whoſe ſon died 
a few years before, and the daugh- 
ter very ſoon after him, leaving be- 
hind them each one or two chil- 
dren. | 

A few months after my ſtay at 
05 the Lent aſſizes came on, 
at Which all the young people con- 
fſlantly 
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ſtantly attended, and which, I think, 

is very proper, being truly edifying, 
and to myſelf I really found it for: 
the ſolemnity of a court. of juſtice, 
made an awful impreſſion on my 
young ideas; and the pleading of 
counſel on the Niſi Prius ſide, I do 
not now forget; but on hearing the 
trials of the Crown priſoners, I felt 
a ſhock not to be deſcribed; and 


particularly on ſeeing one of my 


town neighbours arraigned at the 
bar, for buying ſtolen goods, whom 
I had before a very good opinion of; 


and he was acquitted, on his repu- 


tation being fully exemplified. Sir 
Michael Forſter was then on the 
bench; and F' cannot forget his ad- 


herence to punctuality in trials, 


where life was concerned, which he 
never would do after dinner: and 


" 02 was juſtly looked on a proper 


n G 4 cau- 


caution, as fitting long with empty 
ſtomachs, and though drinking after 
meals, no more than was needfully 
required, yet he thought the faculties 
more incumbered than in the morn- 
ing. A tanner of the firſt eminence 
being that year ſheriff, T had the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing many of my 
neighbours and friends in court, 
which rendered me much ſatisfaction, 
and on leaving my ſituation, ſoon 
after, I found on my return to my 
father's, I had made a conqueſt in 
one of the attornies, who attended: 
in court, and followed me ſo cloſely, 
that not having at that time, an in- 
tention of marrying, (being ſo young) 
I found my ſituation truly difagree- 
able: and being obliged (having no 
other channel) to communicate my 
ſentiments to the hypocrite I ſo 
much deteſted, I was enough morti- 
We fied 
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fied to employ her, to convey. my 


ideas reſpecting this mattter, to my 


father, and at the ſame time, to 
ſolicit his care of me, as I did not 
know what might be the intention, 
of ſuch a raſh purſuer; in conſe- 
quence of which, I was not ſuffered 
to go out unguarded, for ſix weeks, 
or upwards, during which time rea- 
ſon at laſt took place, and: 1 heard no 
more of my amoroſo. 
The Frenchman Mie in my 
en returned back to his own. 
country, or elſewhere, I had one 
torment leſs to contend. with, and 


was in hopes things might terminate: 


more in my favour; and as it was 
thought by my. friends in general, 
that I had not loſt time, by my 
abſence of nigh three quarters of 
2 year, when I came home, only 
to pay a viſit ; my talent for 
G 5 trade: 
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trade again ſhewing itſelf, (which 
had been in fome degree diſplayed, 
on my tranſacting buſineſs of conſe- 
quence, at only twelve years and a 
half old,) 1was put to the deſk, and 
exerted my abilities as much as poſ- 


ſible; but the inſpector attending 


only one day in the week, I found it 


difficult to put myſelf in a proper 


method; but perſeverance being a 
great aſſiſtant, I was ſoon ſufficiently 
compleat in the art, (which I rigidly 
adhered to for ſeven years,) to be an 
accomptant, equal to the handling 
and paſting moſt of the accounts, 
without being farther noticed by any 

other perſon's obſervation. 
I have not yet deſcribed one of my 
moſt affectionate and ſincere friends, 
whoſe, name 1s „(and I 
am happy to notice, is ſtill living) 
who had foſtered me at times, from 
4 5 ten 
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ten years of age; and on my nearer 
approach to maturity, rendered me 
ſtill more the object of her care and 


tenderneſs, which conſtituted her a 


patroneſs of humanity; and her good 
ſenſe and great experience, operated 
more powerfully on the ſenſations of 
my father, than it was poſſible for 

any one elſe to do; by which means 
I frequently, at the inſtance of her- 

ſelf) and dear partner, obtained a re- 
lax from the laborious taſk T had 
entered upon; but as yet, there was 
not any ſettled ſatis faction, at home, 
the Antinomian female, was in the 


Way, ſo there appeared ſtill, ſome 


bad connections in entail, and Iwas 


urged to take a ſituation, in a large 
concern of buſineſs, wherein a cor-- 
reſpondent of my father's had died, 
this I muſt acknowledge, was plac- 
Ing in me a great confidence, in 


G 6 my 
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my emulating, and enterprizing ge- 
nius, but as I could by no means, 
think of expoſing myſelf, ſo much 
at fixteen years of age, nor could 
have the vanity, to think I was 
capable of fuch an undertaking; I 
therefore declined yielding to ſuch 
an inconſiſtent requeſt; and other- 
wiſe, I rather harboured an opinion, 
that my abſence being wiſhed,” was. 
the principle motive: in which caſe: 
woman like, I determined to endure 
whatever hardſhips, might offer, 
upon the ſpot where I was, know- 
ing I could be much more uſeful. 
With the advantage of youth, 
vivacity, and a healthful counte- 
nance, (though not - handfome) I 
was ſufficiently attended to by the 
gentlemen ; one of whom, in go- 
ing with me to Vauxhall, with my 


i. fas 
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father's _ conſent, | made known to 


me his deſire of a matrimonial con- 
nection: he was one of thoſe whoſe 
intellects were not diſtinguiſhed at 
firſt fight, yet poſſeſſed as great a 
thare of underſtanding as moſt men 


I ever converſed with; but, as T 


ſought experience, I did not think 
matrimony ſo ample a field, as to 


induce me to turn my thoughts ſo 


early on ſo important a fubject: but 
what renders this matter more re- 
markable, is, that many years after 


J had entered that ſtate, he paid his 


reſpects on the love ſcore, to my 


friend, who is noticed as being left 
early a widow, with two children, 
as he figured to himſelf, the propri- 
ety of uniting with one in my con- 
nections; but ſickneſs interfered ; 
and death decided, that he failed in 
both attempts, being cut off in the 

prime 
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prime of life, at thirty ſix years of 
age, much regretted, for the loſs 
ſuſtained, by his numerous acquaint- 
ance. The lady is a ——_ un- 

married. | 
The next cc. on — ſame 
topic, was from a man of great emi- 
nence, and long experience, in the 
north-weſt part of this kingdom, 
and on whoſe. account, I was the 
moſt tempted to break my reſolution 
reſpecting time, notwithſtanding the 
diſparity on his ſide; but my father 
never adopting a degree of famili- 
arity, ſufficient to enable me to con- 
ſult him on ſuch matters in a tenipor- 
ary way, I applied to the gentleman, 
Mr. F— „(hol long ſince 
mentioned to have been my mother's 
firſt lover,) and with whom I was at 
that time permitted to ſpend a few 
days occaſionally ; and finding his 
ad- 


JANE ELIZABETH MOORE. 135 


advice ſo conſiſtent, and compli from 
a man of his abilities, I determined, 
however mortifying to myſelf, to 
abide by his council : his obſervation 
I think, will indeed bear the teſt; 
which was, that my lover being a 
high party man, ſhould (though I 
hope it never will) a rebellion again 
ſhew itſelf, I might be deſerted un- 
der the probability, of having at 
ſuch time, a numerous family; 
this conſideration, with the neceſſity 
there appeared for a unanimity of ſen- 
timent, on more mature deliberation, 
handed to me a plea, of ſufficient 
weight, to fix in me a reſolution no 
longer to attend to this gentleman's 
addreſſes: he, however waited two 
years in a vain hope; but my phi- 
loſophy did not forſake me, and I 
was really happy, when he had 
made a more reciprocal choice; and 
have 
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have the pleafure to ay be is il 
Hving, with the agreeable lady he 
then marricd, and in great proſper- 
ity; but as temporal. enjoyment 
muſt admit. of ſome alloy, I fear he 
has ſome ſpecific branches of his nu- 
merous family, which are a bar to 
that needful quiet, in the decline of | 
__ 
This laſt event brought me to the 
concluſion of my ſixteenth year; 
when our Antinomian houſekeeper,. 
finding, as I ſuppoſe, an interrup- 
tion in her amour, by my return 
home, thought it neceſſary to adopt 
as a palliative, a young huſband ;: 
-who, no doubt, was informed of 
her partiality to accumulation,. 
which entirely coincided. with his; 
wiſhes, of beginning the world for 
his own emolument ; and in which 
he | accorded, by making her his 
; wite, 
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wife, after a cowl; of a few 


months. I was permitted to ge o- 


caſionally to their houſe: and their 
being ſituated near ſome of my own 


friends, 1 could not well avoid it, 


(and indeed J thought it a proper 
opportunity of acknowledging my 
obligations tothe man who had caſe@ 
me of ſo. great an encumberance) 
—ard otherwiſe, on my father's. 
account, I was in ſome degree 
forced to diſſemble, as I could not 
with propriety avoid it, in the 
courſe of which viſits, I made ano- 


ther conqueſt of a gentleman, ins . 


reſpectable line under government, 
of whom, being a great reader, I 
well remember I inadvertently ac- 
cepted the perufal of ſome books, 
(Sir Charles Grandiſon's, hiftory in 
particular), which were regularly 
handed by this. perſon's means; but 
x | , be- 
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before I had gone over the whole, 
reaſon took place, and I bitterly re- 
flected on my imprudence, in a 
mitting myſelf. unthinkingly, t | 
accept (though fo trifling an indul. 
gence) from the hands of a ſtranger, 
any favour whatever. This ended 
my correſpondence in that quarter; 
but ſoon after their being exhibited 
in the neighbourhood, ſome very fine 
fire-works, (at the expence of a 
gentleman, who had a ſon and heir 
born) I was moſt earneſtly ſolicited 
to attend for my amuſement ; but 
1 determined to withſtand the 
temptation at all events, notwith- 
ſtanding my father's concurrence, 
which could readily have been ob- 
tained ; a ſecond application enſued, 
but to no purpoſe (being under the 
direction of my good ſtars : though 
I was not at that time ſenſible of 
the 


> 
* 
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the treacherous part this, baſe wo- 


man was acting: and I cannot help 
thinking at this very moment; but 
that I was reſtrained by that good 
providence who ever defends in the 
cauſe of virtue, againſt the moſt in- 
veterate aſſailants. I was very ſoon 
after informed by a very prudent 
matron, who well knew me, that 
for the above purpoſe, apartments 
were provided by the ſaid gentleman, 
(at a great expence, and furniſhed 


with every delicacy of the ſeaſons, 


for my reception), who was, I flat- 


ter myſelf, ſufficiently mortified, 


under ſo poignant a reflection, 
which muſt accoſt every man whoſe 
conſcience accuſes him, with miſ- 


taking in idea, the inadvertency of 


an infant, (for ſuch in years I really 


was) for the yielding diſpoſition, of 


au amorous daughter of Anatis, 
a, and 
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and as by this imprudent ſtep, he 
put a final period to any virtuous in- 
tercourſe with me, (as I never would 
ſee him more) he was, as he juſtly 
deſerved, totally diſappointed in 
each purſuit: and I never enter- 
ed the houſe of this. prepoſterous. 
duenna; reflecting much on my 
own conduct reſpecting the books, 
yet vaunting boldly in my own 
mind, in the triumph I had made 
over vice, in its moſt delufive de- 
formities. I give the hiſtory of 
this event, as a proper caution to 
parents reſpecting the people, with 
whom they entruſt the care of their 
daughters, when on the verge of 
maturity; as the artifices which are 
daily practiſed, by thoſe whole. ex- 
perience ought better to; eſtabliſh 
their morals, is too often fatally 
found to evade all the precaution 

c | | that 
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that can W uſed ; : "a adi if ſuc- 
ceſsful, deſtroy the very ſeeds of 
happineſs in any ſtage of life, if a 
diſcovery of fuch intrigue, as may 
be thus fabricated, ever ſtrip off the 


veil of innocence, under ſuch a de- 
ception. 


CHAP. 
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EING now permitted rather to 
enlarge my connections, which 
ſtill continued among thoſe of the 
diſſenting perſuaſion, I had frequent 
opportunities of converſing with 
many of their miniſters; among 
whom - were gentlemen of diſtin- 
guiſhed abilities; and I did not think 
my adherence to the church prevent- 
ed me mixing with different paſ- 
tors, as it all tended to my informa- 
tion; and as at that time traits of li- 
terature diſcovered themſelves, many 
pleaſant paſſages paſſed in that way; 
ſome faint ſpecimens of which 1 


hall 
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ſhall hereafter introduce, (of my 
own attempts,) though from a falſe 
delicacy, which preſided in me on 
my marriage, I deſtroyed all my 
manuſcripts; and the diſtance of 
time has deprived me of the means 
of collecting the copies among my 
friends; and indeed, I am fearful, 
that the moſt ſele& of them will re- 
main in oblivion. | By one of the 
above learned ſociety, I was favoured 
with a .partiality, who permitted 
love to give way to reaſon, as it was 
by no means a conſiſtent application; 
or at leaſt, it did not appear ſuffici- 
ently ſo to me, to encourage his ad- 
dreſſes: he was not afterwards more 
ſucceſsful, as he died ſingle, (having 
the care of a congregation at Nor- 
wich) at the age of about forty.— 
I muſt acknowledge, that ſo great a 
variety of intercourſe with different 
4 peo- 
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people, rather mollified the rigorous 


treatment of my father, whoſe ran- 


cour againſt the ſex, was not abated 
by his increaſed habit of intoxica- 


tion, and the late hours he kept, 


which could not be attended to con- 
ſtantly, by the ſervants alone, but 
required my ſhare of the fatigue, by 
which I was much accuſtomed to 
irregularity, and therefore not culti- 


vated by the pleaſure my beſt friends 
flattered me with, in ſo cordial a 
reception as I ever met with among 


the moſt diſcerning: not being en- 
abled to leave buſineſs till the cloſe 
of the evening, it was my only 
time of recreation; and as I ſelected 
ſuch families only as were of the 


moſt undoubted repute, and known 


to my father, I thought myſelf fully 


juſtified in the treſpaſs, which ex- 


tended to no * s diſadvantage, 
e but 


r 


1 
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but the riſque of my own health; 
and that being well ſtored with, I 
did not find impeded but in my 
eyes, by. bringing on moſt violent. 
inflammations in ſummer, which 
were increaſed by the heat, and for 
many years deprived me of the ad- 
vantage of improving myſelf more 
in books, which I acknowledge was 
an unſpeakable mortiſication; but 
is now (thank God) greatly abated, 
and would I believe, much ſooner: 
on the firſt attack, but from the 
neceſſity I was under of riſing ſo 
early, for the purpoſe of attending 
buſineſs, in the extenſive concern IL. 
had adopted the. care of; and which 
muſt have been greatly neglect d, 
had I not uſed unwearied diligence, 
as I fince was too fatally convinced 
by my abſence of only three years 
and a half, after my marriage: the 
.. H n 
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induſtry I had behowefl in te! 
years being buried in oblivion, as 
no other perſon would take on them 
the active part I had done i in Wenke 


of the manufactory. 


The firſt excurſion I was W ä 
ted to make, was to ſpend a little 


time at the houſe of my friend Mr. 


Pagett, at Hamptonwick, (whoſe 


eligible fitvation I before deſcribed) 


and where I was, with the ſame. 
pleaſure always received, which 
was much increated by again meet- 


ing my former. aſſociates at King- 


ſton, (whoſe politeneſs confirmed 
the ſatisfaction of our interview) 
except Miſs Collier, whoſe recent 
marriage had taken her from thence : 


"and ſtrange as it may appear, dur- 
ing this ſhort ſtay, a new capture 


was made in. my. favour, and that 
indeed with unbounded and laſting 
ſin⸗- 
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ſincerity, which I ſhall mention in 
progreſſion. After the limitation of 


my viſit, I returned again to town; 


when, on leaving the coach I took: 
water at Hungerford, where the wa- 
terman uſhered a gentleman into the 
boat, (which my youth prevented my 
hindering), who indeed had the ap- 
pearance of rank and faſhion; af- 
ter converſing about a quarter of an 


hour, he offered me in the moſt ho- 
nourable terms, his perſon and for- 
tune; ſoliciting moſt earneſtly, per- 
miſſion to ſee me home, and conſult 


my father. This ſucceſſion of ad- 
mirers and fudden paſſion, were 


certainly ſufficient to flatter my 


vanity; but ſtill I remained ſixed 


in my determination, not to leave 
the boat, till my admirer made 
me the moſt ſolemn promiſe, not 
to follow me; particularly, as I 
. 2 Was 


% " 
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was going to the houſe of a. friend 
where I was reprimanded for fo raſh a a 
refuſal; and I really, on a more due 
recollection, have often thought my- 
ſelf blameable, as I unfortunately had 
not the. temptation to live fingle, of 
many in my ſituation ; but J ſecret- 
ly harboured a great ſhare of pride, 
which I thought I could by no means 
gratity, from the misfortunes my 
father had ſuſtained in law, owing 
to the imprudent connection he had 
made. I was ſatisfied he could not 
portion me agreeable to my wiſhes ;. 
I therefore determined not to alter 
my condition, till it ſuited better in 
that reſpect, not chuſing, as I imply. 
thought, to be obligated to a huſ- 
band. But be aſſured my young 
friends in particular, that ſuch an 
ill-timed ambition foſtered in my 

| ; breaſt, 
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breaſt; has given a ſtab to my peace, 
which time nor future proſperity 
can eradicate, as the fortune I ſo 
eagerly purſued, purchaſed for me, 


(in a choice of my own making) hu- 
miliation ſufficient to bring me to 


reafon which perhaps more: early 


conſulted, might at this time have 
left me in the poſſeſſion of that plen- 


ty, in my own right, which I could 


not now enjoy, but under the auf- 
pices of the moſt cordial friends. 


My father, who ſtill adhered, if 


not in practice, yet in theory, to 
Calviniſm, inſiſted on my being in- 
ſtructed in that perſuaſion, by at- 


tending twice in the week on a mi- 
niſter of their church, by whoſe or- 
der I was to learn the catechiſm ne- 


ceſſary to eſtabliſh in me (if poſſible) 
the principles of that doctrine: this, 
after being ſo long at liberty to fol- 
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was going to the houſe of a friend 
where I was reprimanded for ſo raſh a 
refuſal; and I really, on a more due 
recollection, have often thought my- 
ſelf blameable, as I unfortunately had 
not the. temptation to live ſingle, of 
many in my ſituation ; but I ſecret- 
Iy harboured a great ſhare of pride, 
which I thought I could by no means 
gratity, from the misfortunes my 
father had ſuſtained in law, owing. 
to the imprudent connection he had 
made. I was ſatisfied he could not 
portion me agreeable to my wiſhes ; 
I therefore determined not to alter 
my condition, till it ſuited better in 
that reſpect, not chuſing, as I ſimply 
thought, to be obligated to a huſ- 
band. But be aſſured my young 
friends in particular, that ſuch an 
illl- timed ambition foſtered in my 
| breaſt, 
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breaſt; has given a ſtab to my peace, 


which time nor future proſperity 
can eradicate, as the fortune I fo 
eagerly purſued, purchaſed for me, 
(in a choice of my own making) hu- 


miliation ſufficient to bring me to 


reafon which perhaps more early 


conſulted, might at this time have 


left me in the poſſeſſion of that plen- 


ty, in my own right, which I could 
not now enjoy, but under the auſ- 
pices of the moſt cordial friends. 


My father, who ſtill adhered, if 


not in practice, yet in theory, to 
Calviniſm, inſiſted on my being in- 
ſtructed in that perſuaſion, by at- 


tending twice in the week on a mi- 
niſter of their church, by whoſe or- 
der I was to learn the catechiſm ne- 


ceſſary to eſtabliſh in me (if poſſible) 
the principles of that doctrine: this, 


after being ſo long at liberty to fol- 
3 po low 
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low my own inclination, was an ob- 
ſtacle I could ſcarcely: get over at 
any rate, eſpecially as found I was 
to be initiated under that banner, 
by receiving the ſacrament in a dif- 
_ ferent church to what I-was baptized 
in. I can but acknowledge it very 
proper, that I ſhould have followed 
every religious ordinance; but after 
the variety I had been introdueed to, 
J withed longer to deliberate: on ſo 
eflential a choice, before I conſti- 
tuted myſelf a member of any eſta- 
bliſhment; but prejudice in matters 
of religion, being productive of more 
diſcord than any other, I was deter- 
mined at all events, to conform; 
(while in infancy,) well knowing 
that when of age, I might adopt 
my own principles. Accordingly, 
I yielded to the diſagreeable taſk of 
interrogation, from a Reverend Mr. 
| | Con- 
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Covenant, from whom I received 

ſuch lectures, as in his wiſdom he 
thought meet; but his viewing me, 
in the light of a ſchool girl, (which 
J bluſh to confeſs) ſubjected him 
enough to that criticiſm, which na- Ys 


ture had furniſhed me with; though 


in his preſence 1 ftrily adhered to 
the old adage, ſo conſtantly pre- 


ſcribed to young people, VIZ. to hear 


all, and ſay nothing. 


When I had — * receiving 


this gentleman's lectures, the next 
thing was, to approach that holy 
table, which demands the moſt reve- 


rential awe; and is certainly, as in- 
tended, the moſt comfortable com- 
munion of the Lord's Supper, when 


the mind is properly diſpoſed to 
receive the ſame; but amidſt ſuch 
a crowd of different ideas, as had 
been imbibed under different doc- 


H 4 trines 
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tiines, and the early age I was then 
at, I ſuffered greatly in a matter of 
tuch moment: and am ſorry to 
ſay, the firſt time I partook of that 
invitation, miy fears greatly excited 
the attention of a gentleman who ſat 
near me, that I was noticed by moſt 
of the congregation ; and, notwith- 
Nanding the agitation of mind I then 
endured, which proceeded wholly 
from attending, in a perſuaſion con- 
trary to what I really profeſſed, I 
was compelled to accompany my fa- 
ther once more on the ſame occa- 
Hon; but as proſperity increaſed, I 
gained more latitude, by being more 
at home; and I could then purſue 
my own inclinations, as to the pre- 

ference of hearing ; but I never en- 
jñjoyed the ſatisfaction of the church 
Sacrament till I entered the marriage 


Nate, at rwenty-three years of age. 
I wiſh 


* 
. — 
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to cancel if poſſible in parents and 
guardians, that bigotry which too 


often preſides in religious matters; 


and which, if too rigidly enforced 
in an early age, (where the mind is 
ſuſceptible) may lay the foundation 


of much greater evils than many are 


apprized of by dividing the opi- 


nion, for not poſſeſſing a proper im- 
preſſion from innate principle, and 


being interrupted by particular pre- 
judices, too frequently perverts the 
intention, and leaves the pupil di- 
veſted of every real ſentiment of 
eſtabliſhment in that particular, ſo 


eſſentially neceſſary to our guidance 


through this weary pilgrimage of 
ſin and forrow. Much more might 


be ſaid on ſo copious a ſubject, but ” 


being a matter of the utmoſt deli- 
cacy, I only mean mildly to declare 


H 5 my 
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my real ſentiments, .. towards that 
_needful mediocrity, which alone can 
eſtabliſn the moſt ' probable proſpect 
of temporal happineſs human na- 
ture can admit, and muſt undoubt- 


edly lay the foundation of future 
FREY 


an enn 


— 
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Y attention to the laſt impor- 
| tant ſubject, having taken me 
out of courſe, as it could not with 
propriety be blended with any other 
matter; I muſt now return to the 
year 1754, when the intimacy with 
my old friend, Miſs Griffith, with 
whom I returned from ſchool, 
cauſed a frequent and agreeable in- 
tercourſe, and was kept up in the 
writing way, but it was not equal, 


as my partiality to the pen, led me 
to take a much more ample part in 


the correſpondence; but ſo long time 
intervening, I have not the opportu- 


nity of profucing the few anſwers 


T9 -: I re- 


1 
i 
| 
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I received to the letters J ſent, for 
which I ſhould be led to a conſcious 
acknowledgement of guilt, but that 
I condemned likewiſe my own per- 
formances to oblivion, (as I thought) 


but hope it will not favour too much 


of vanity, to ſhew the care my 
friends have honoured me with, in 
the preſervation of fome ſpecimens 
of my weak performances, but many 
of which I fear will not reach me 
in time to exhibit in this work; the 
following letter was forwarded to 
the above lady on her being in Suf- 
folk, on a party of pleaſure with her 
much deſerving mother, and J be- 
lieve contains the firſt couplet I ever 
attempted, which much exceeds 
the uſual meaſure, but I give it 
briefly as it is, and leave my readers 


to determine how time and experi- 


ence has operated, reſpecting my 


different 


* 
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different performances; the poem 
Which IT incloſed therewith is loſt, 


or I would, as it well deſerved, have 


| given i it a a place. | 


London, Janes 27; 1754. 


F enjoy the firſt opportunity of 


congratulating you on your ſafe ar- 


rival in the country, where I hope 
you find as much pleaſure as every 


thing in that place affords; but oh! 
my dear, was not that which 1s 


agreeable to you, the ſame to me, 
I ſhould long fince have wiſhed you 


to have bid farewell to every thing 


there; and may the days, which 
now ſeem as weeks, without the 
enjoyment of ſo warm a friend, 
quickly glide away, as a ſhadow that 
paſſeth along, till I once more em- 
brace my paſt felicity, for my 

thoughts 


——— 
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thoughts, night and day follow every 
where with you, our words expreſs 
the ſame almoſt every time I cloſe 
my eyes, for ſweet repoſe: according 

to promiſe I herewith inform you 
of what has paſſed in your abſence, 

which is only that I have been at a 

chriſtening. I am happy to hear, that 

- yourſelf and honoured mother (to 
whom 1 preſent my reſpectful com- 
pliments) are both in good health, 

_ + which bleſſing, thank God my fa- 
ther and ſelf enjoy; my pen would 

fain exceed the limits to which I am 
confined, was I not to think of con- 
cluding. Mr. L——s compliments 
attend you both ; with his perſua- 
| ſion, and my good-will towards you, 
IJ am emboldened to preſent the poem 
on the other ſide, which he begs 
your acceptance of. I will preſume 

to expect you at the end of fix weeks, 

# | . 


5. 
* 
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for which time I wait impatiently, 
but not without the bons of an 
anſwer, and 


My dear, may peace, with that feaſt content, I 
Poſſeſs your breafl, while from one Trend Je? re. 
to mother lent. Ac 


1 ee Miſs, 
With the greateſt amity, 
Tour moſt humble Serrant, 
JANE ELIZ. GOBEIL | 


Miſs \ Griffith, at Mr. Wares, -Y 
in Hart · ſtreet, near St. Edmund's- . „ 
* Suffolk. | | | 


P.S. My compliments attend the 
worthy family with whom you re- 
ge (though unknown.) 


16K W er of the above, 
will ſufficiently apologize for the 
, want 
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want of that faſhionable ſentiment, 
which attends modern letter-writ= 
ing; as it it well known, in that day 
the manners were much leſs refined, 


for which reaſon I ſhall enter no far- 
ther upon it, but proceed to the re- 


turn of the dear girl from the coun- 
try, to whom the above was wrote. 
When ſeveral different parties were 
formed for our going to Vauxhall, 
which was then the moſt faſhionable 
and pleaſing place of reſort near the 
metropolis, a few evenings in the 
ſummer, for occaſional recreation, 
with ſuch company as was by our 
friends approved; on one of which 
parties we met with my very old ac- 
quaintance, Miſs Hawley, whom I 
deſcribed as going out with her in 
her father's chaiſe and pair, when 
a child; but whoſe hiſtory being 
ſomewhat ſingular, I mean to re- 

| | © late, 
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late, as nearly as I can bring it to 


my remembrance. Her life was a 
direct contraſt to mine in. point of 
indulgence; as ſhe had a relation 
appointed as a companion for her, 
who had. on that account, partook 
of the ſame education as herſelf ; 


but having no mother, it was 


thought prudent to keep her longer 
under tuition than uſual ; on which 
account, Mr. Hawley judged it pro- 
per to introduce to her for a huſ- 
band, the man of his own choice, 


whoſe viſits on the occaſion were ac- 


cordingly admitted by the tutoreſs, 
and this correſpondence continued 
two or three years, when it was natu- 


ral to ſuppoſe, if the gentleman was 


agreeable, and the lady at all ſuſcep- 
tible, as the was limited from ſee- 
wg many of the male ſex ; there was 


a pro- 
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a probability of a union between the 
parties ; when- the time approached 
for the celebration of the intended 
nuptials, Miſs H—, was permitted 
to leave ſchnol, and make the ne- 
ceſſary preparations uſual on fuch 
occaſions. But to ſhew the uncer- 
tainty of temporal concerns, juſt 
at tlie identical time, of the articles 
being drawn, a diſcovery was made 
of her lover, who was an Hiber- 
nian, not proving to be by any 
means the man he had repreſented 
himſelf, either in fortune or charac- 
ter; for which reaſon, his intended 
father-in-law, very prudently al- 
though at the riſque of his daugh- 
ter's life, prevented the. ſolemniza- 
tion of that ceremony, which if 
ever concluded, muſt inevitably have 
ended in his daughter's ruin, not- 
withſtanding the ample portion he 
| intended 
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intended giving her; however raſh 
this ſtep might appear, it was cer- 


tainly more prudent, than to ven- 


ture to enſlave the darling object 
of his affections, to the ſordid and 


avaricious diſpoſition of a man, 


whoſe ſole motive was the advance- 
ment of his own credit, which was 
partly eſtabliſhed in the mercan- 
tile line, on the ideal proſpect of 
his marrying a rich heireſs. 


Ihe trial was ſufficiently ſevere to 
all parties ; the young lady was in 


danger of her life, from the altera- 
tion ſo ſudden and alarming an event 


occaſioned ; and her father, who 


unfortunately had been the innocent 
cauſe of her diſtreſs, (though not a 


man of refined ſentiment) yet from 
his great attachment, had never again 
connected himſelf in the matrimo- 


nial . was much agitated, as he 


fore- 
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foreſaw, at all events his daughter 
muſt fall a ſacrifice either to death 


or a bad huſband; but providence 


in great compaſſion, again reſtored 
her to him from the grave, (for that 
may be truly ſaid, from the ſeverity 
of her illneſs) when reaſon taking 
place, the was ſoon convinced of 


the propriety of every ſtep that 


-had been taken, and again affoct- 
| ated with her former acquaintance, 
ſeemingly ſatisfied ; but as may ra- 
ther be expected, at times agitated, 
on meeting unavoidably the object 
of her firſt affections, which ſome- 
times was the caſe, at the public 
gardens, and when ſeeing an old 
friend, in, time of need, was of 
infinite ſervice, and again intro- 
duced that cordiality, which had, 
in infancy, ſubſiſted; and had only 
been barred by the misfortunes at- 

tend⸗- 
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| tending my family, for about ſix, or 
ſeven years. After ſome time paſſed 


in palliating the former misfortune, ; 
a very prudent gentleman, of good 


eſtate in Eflex, made application to, 


the young lady, and was accepted 


as a partner for life; but the un- 
wholeſome air of the hundred in 
that county, (as was ſuppoſed) diſ- 
agreeing with the delicacy of her 
conſtitution, ſhe after having had 


precarious ſtate, by the cold hand of 


; death; but leaving her father much 
; better ſatisfied, even under that try- 
x ing circumſtance, than had ſhe fallen 
3 a victim to that falſe man whoſe 
f character was very ſoon exhibited 


to the world in a light, that muſt 


than yielding that dear object to the 
* 2 * * being, who 
cir- 


four children, was taken from this 


have given a more uneaſy ſenſation, 


* 
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circumſeribes to each of us ſuch a 


portion of his bounty here, as he 
thinks conſiſtent with the ſublimity 


of his own greatneſs, power, and 


wiſdom. 
Another evening at the ſame place 
of amuſement we were permitted to 


ſpend, under the immediate care of 


three ſelect gentlemen; one of whom 
was married, and ſubſtituted as a 
guardian to us all; but a reſpectable 


party of people of faſhion having 


provided muſic for a dance, after 


the public baad had ceaſed, we in- 
advertently attended thereto, and 
omitting to inquire the time, 
we found it, to our great ſur- 
prize, two o clock in the morning 5 
on which, at our return, we met a 
ſevere reprimand from my much- 
reſpected friend, Mrs. G, who. 
ns a correſpondence of near 

113 twenty 
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twenty years, I never remember to 
have ſcen. diſpleaſed but at that 
time, when the fault was juſtly at- 
tributed to an omiſſion in our friend, 
who ſhould have been more careful; 
and I think it highly needful to re- 
commend ſuch caution, to thoſe who 
take the care of young people from 
their parents, not to keep them in 
ſuch anxious ſuſpenſe, as notwith- 

ſtanding the juſt confidence placed 
on thoſe occaſions, prudence ought 
particularly to dictate in matters of 
ſo delicate a nature. 

The incidents of this year ( - nad ; 
being no farther remarkable, I ſhall 
only inſert a few irregular lines, 
which have come to my hands, a- 
mong others, which are dated in 
December; but I cannot recollect 
immediately to whom they are ad- 
dreſſed; but as they ſeem to contain 
ſome 


f 
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ſome very warm accents of friends 


ſhip, I hope further air will 
be needleſs. 


4 Dear Miſs, December, 1754. 


Your reception of the few 


following lines, from one who has 
the pleaſure of ſtiling herſelf your 
fincere friend, will for ever oblige 
the writer ; who is, and ever will | 


be, 
With the greateſt amity, 85 Kc. 
I. E. G. 


Virtues great as ever female mind poſſeſt, 
Combined are in the lovely creature's breaſt: 
Friendſhip, the ruling motive in her mind, 

And Love, Sincerity, and Truth, refin'd ; 
Conſtancy in her lovely mind appears, 
Compaſſion lends Diſtreſs her balmy tears. 

Her virtues thus deſcribed, what next to ſay ? 
To the object of her heart now lead the way: 
A man moſt bleſs'd is honour'd with her love; 
May he huſband kind as faithful lover prove: 2 
Then on their joy ful happy nuptial day, 
My faultering Muſe ſhall thus with pleaſure 1 

I In 


4 
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In one, two faithful hearts are truly found, 

As with each other's hand and wiſh they're crown'd, 

And after many years in cordial marriage life, 

They'll end their much-lamented names in that— _ 
Of faithful Huſband—virtuous wiſe. 


Note. Whoever takes the trouble 
of reading theſe few lines, will I 
hope be pleaſed to excuſe the de- 
fects, as the writer has not long 
practiſed poetry. 


To the young Lady to whom theſe 
lines are addreſſed. 


After the Dinäble ol in the 


day of writing the above, I ſhall en- 


ter no farther into particulars, as I 
| had then but juſt entered my ſix- 
teenth year. The Chriſtmas holi- 
days were ſpent with the uſual con- 
viviality, among my ſele& compa- 
nions from home, as having no 
mother, I had but little latitude for 
receiving company, but as tea viſi- 

VOL, I, * 1 
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ters; however as they were no ſtrang- 
ers to my ſituation, they very readily 
diſpenſed with every inconvenience, 
for the ſatisfaction they acknow- 
ledged they found in my company. 
—The month of February, in the 
fucceeding year, produced an awful 
event in our family, by the death of 
an indented youth, in early age: 
my diſſertations thereon will appear 
by the copies of ſome letters, ſent 
to a few of my particular friends on 
the occaſion, and I think the peruſal 
of them is a ſevere conviction to my 
own ideas, of the ſmall improve- 
ment I have made in my moral re- 
flections in the courſe of thirty 
years, for which I think no apology 
can be admitted, but the active part 


J have taken in buſineſs during that 


time; and J am ſufficiently morti- 


| fied, to find I ſhould have ſo long 


bus 
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buried in oblivion my literary ta- 
lent, from an ambitious purſuit af- 
ter wealth, in which I moſt cer- 
tainly ſucceeded agreeable to my 
moſt ſanguine withes ; but am ſorry 
to declare, that the ample recom- 
pence Providence yielded to, my en- 
deavours, has, to my great misfor- 
tune, been facrificed to the diſſipa- 
tion of my various connections, in 
the male line of my family. I 
ſhall, in conſequence of the above, 
inſert . letters verbatim. | 


| Dear Mit, | 1 the 24th 
February, 17581 

Your kind epiſtle 1 received, and 
am ſorry to hear you have been in- 
diſpoſed. Health is a bleſſing we all 
crave, and ought to prize. I have 
juſt had ſuch an inſtance by the death 
of a youth of nineteen, in our family, 
2 Who 
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who gave up the ghoſt on Saturday 
laſt, and was a ſhort time ago in 
full! ſtrength and vigour. But let 
us not repine at the ſhortneſs of 
our duration here, ſince in going 
through this ſtage of adventures, 
we ſhun a world of woe and fin: let 
us reſign all to Providence, and thank 
the ſupreme Being for every in- 
_ cident in life; how tranſitory is 
our exiſtence, and how ought we to 
live! 

But to quit chis topic, and pive 
you due congratulation on the re- 
covery of your health, (which 
bleſſing I hope, to ſee yourſelf and 
family long enjoy), Miſs Griffith, 
and myſelf, join in compliments and 
return you many thanks, for your 
kind invitation, which if opportu- 
_ nity ſerves, we will by no means de- 

<line, Since my laſt I have receiv- 
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ed from my friends in town, ſeve- 
ral valuable preſents: I have perfor- 
med your requeſt, and my promiſe, 


concerning the ſongs ;. I hope they'Il 


pleaſe : they are ſome of the choiceſt 
in my magazines. I have been wri- 
ting almoſt ever ſince received your's 


to fill the ſheet of paper, and make 


up for the neglect I have been guil- 


ww” wm 
the uncertainty of binn 
om not permit us to ſee dear Miſs 
Bund in the country, give me leave 
to have ſome hopes of ſeeing you in 
town the enſuing ſummer; but I 
have nearly filled this fide of my 
paper, and think it time to con- 
clude, Dear Miſs, 
| your's, with the greateſt 
amity, &c. &c. &c. 


0 : . of . Fi G. 
Miſs Bund, Woking, Surry. | 
„ My 
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My father; who was deſirous of 


avoiding every thing that might 


tend to depreſs his ſpirits ;' left 


me (young as I was) to combat the 


Sveful ſcene I have deſcribed ; when 
he ſaw the approach of death, in 


conſequence of which I was left 


to face it, in the beſt manner my 


Imagination could point out, to diſ- 


pel the gloomineſs of my ſituation, 


which was to ſolicit the company 


of my young friends, which being 
repeatedly permitted, by their par- 
ent s, but at laſt relinquiſhed, fear - 
ing they might be afflicted. I was 
under the neceſſity of making a 
freſh application to the mother of 
my much attached companion, un- 
der the appellation of ſiſter, (for ſuch 


"we certainly were, by a much 


ſtronger attachment than that of fa- 
„ 
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mily connections) which was re- 
gqueſted in the eng ſhort _ 
. the; 


Excuſe, dene Mi Wl tha tins | 


dom I take in troubling you, but my 


ſiſter told me you was not quite 


agreeable to my enjoying her good 


company to-morrow, on account 
of the funeral; but let not that awe- 


ful ceremony deter you on her be- 


half; tis what we muſt all meet in 
due time; therefore pray give me 


leave to intrude ſo far on your good- 


neſs, as to. ſolicit, on my- OWn ac- 
count, to have that favour again re- 


ſhall ever acknowledge, as I ſhall be 


more alone to-morrow than I have 


yet been, and the ſhock upon my 
ſpirits much more augmented : from 
the place I embrace in your eſteem, 


I 4 I hope - 


peated which has been accelerated to 
my ample ſatisfa&tion, and which I 
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I hope to claim your excuſe, for 
the defects with which this epiſtle 
abounds. 1 remain with all reſpe& 
due to your goodneſs. 
Dear Madam, 
Your moſt obſequious, 
Humble Servant, 


8 5 5 J. E. GOBEIL, 
y 5 Mrz. Griffith, | 


No particular circumſtance fol- 


Jowed till the month of May, when 
IJ went to pay a viſit to my dear 
friend at Woking, who was the 


daughter of the reverend Mr. Tho- 


mas Bund, more than fifty years rec- 
tor of that place, who has not long 


departed this life; as he had ſeen 


much of the world, and had great 
abilities, I truſt I benefitted much 


by His information, which he plea- 
ſed himſelf in giving me: and from 


their 
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their attachment to me, ſo early in 
life, the whole family united in 
their wiſh, of placing their ſon un- 
der the care of Mr. Moore and my- 
ſelf, in which they were not ſparing. 
In going to the above place, I ſtop- 
ped to pay a viſit at the town of 
Chertſey, which being ſituated in 
the wild part of Surry, does not re- 
quire much deſcription ; it is a well 
built town ; and for thoſe who are 
partial to fiſhing, being near the 
Thames, and only twenty two miles 
from London, may afford a pleafing 
retreat: St. Anns Hill, and the 
ruins of an ancient abbey, are what 
are moſt remarkable in this place.— 
Sir Anthony Abdy, had then the 
beſt manſion there; and I believe the 
fame family, or ſome part of them, 
{till take up their irrefidence in or 
near the town. Iv 


133; 
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After a few. days, I proceeded to 
my friends, whoſe long ' reſidence 
in the place, had made the dulneſs 
of it familiar; as there certainly 
was nothing attractive in it; it is 
ſaid the late Queen Elizabeth had 
in this dreary ſpot a hunting ſeat, 
which is to this day known by 
the name of the park; much mo- 
ney had, notwithſtanding, been ſpent 
by different people, in or near this 
ſpot, particularly by a Mr. Zouch, 
who lived in the laſt century, and 
who, after giving an extra gallery 
in the church, (which was very 
ancient) was at the expence, of 
building a houſe ſufficiently high, 
to keep the whole building from 
view at his own manſion, which is 
ſtill called Hobridge, and ſtands at 
the entrance of the town. It was 
ſaid he really _ a kind of ſerag- 


lio, 
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fo in this place: for 'which reaſon 
he could not admit of ſeeing any 
thing which tended to admonition. 
One of his natural children I re- 
member, who lived to a great age; 


but I believe the family is now quite 


extinct. Much has been ſaid of a 
plant reſembling aſparagus, which 


grew in the church-yard of this 


place, but one nquiry, I could not find 
there had been any ſeen in the time 
and refidence of my late friend. 
The only amuſements here are 
ericket- matches in abundance; and 
once in the year, (it being only five 
miles from Guildford, ) the races 
afford the inhabitants a little recrea- 
tion; but as I have already given my 
opinion on the propriety of ſuch 
amuſements, I ſhall end the matter 
here; and after acknowledging my 
obhgations to my friends, for their 
I 6 See 
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great civility, give ſome account of 
my return to town, being accom- 
panied by my agreeable friend when 
we ſlept at Chertſey, where, the next 
morning, the ſtage being ready, we 
attended; out ſtopping at the houſe 
of a gentleman of large fortune for 
a paſſenger, we (who were both 
young, ) ſo far attracted the attention 
of the Squire, as to urge him to 
leave his own chariot and four, 
(Which he ſent empty to town) to 
enjoy our company the few hours 
we might be on the road; and he 
indeed, from his learned converſa- 
tion, made the journey truly agree- 
able, as fo diſtinguiſhed a prefer- 
ence. cauſed ſome very entertaining 
and humourous. obſervations from 
the paſſengers, who were more ad- 
vanced in life, particularly a Scotch 
gentleman, much the ſenior of any 
of 
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of- my companions, who I well re-. 
member, ſolicited my taking with 
him a pinch of ſnuff, (in charac 
ter); but as J had always a parti- 
cular averſion to that unneceſlary 


indulgence, I had not made it ſuffi - 


ciently my ſtudy to conſtrue his 
meaning; which he, however, very 


politely ſolved, by aſſuring me that 
the propriety of the obſervation ori- 
ginated from the whole being the 


production of North Britain, him- 


ſelf the ſnuff, and the box, the 
latter being the firft leather mull 


ever made in that country: this 
produced a pleaſant ſmile on the oc- 


cafionz and under the notice of 


thoſe of experience, made time paſs 


agreeably. | a 
We ſoon reached 8 when the 


phaſing reception my young friend 
met with, from agreeable compas - 


nions, 


Sy 
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nions, was in compliment to myſelf, 
truly conſiſtent, (by their teſtifying 
thereby the eſtimate they made of 

my friendfhip,) and what pleaſures. 
the town afforded, were occaſionally 
propoſed by them, for my own abi- 
lity was not therein competent to 
my wiſhes. My father, as I before 
obſerved, being too much taken up 
with ſuch company as was by no 
means ſuited to young women of our 
deſcription, yet the favourrite amuſe- 
ments of Vauxhall, and ſome of the 
moſt remarkable ſpectacles of the 
times, were attended to by us, (for 
till then J had ſeen but few exhibi- 


tions of that fort) a few weeks put 


an end to this round of pleaſure 
when I again attempted the deſk 
with great affiduity, receiving, by 
ſuch an agreeable relaxation from the 


n. an additional edge for the 
pure 
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purſuit, at the ſame time being in 
hopes of receiving ſuch advantage 
therefrom, as might hereafter make 
life more eaſy to both parties; and I 
am led to believe, that had I reaped 
the uſual benefits ariſing from induſ- 
try, Ihad never connected myſelf with 
any other friend, than the one who 
ſhould have been moſt warmly ſo, 
from the ſtrongeſt ties of nature and 
affection; but a propenfity to wine 
inflaming the paſſions, operated moſt 
powerfully againſt me, by corrod- 
ing the ſenſes, and thereby barring 
every effort of filial affection, at leaſt 
fo far as 'to ſtifle every tendency to 
any particular indulgences, as thoſe 
I received were really enforced, by 
the ſenſible and feeling part of my 
acquaintance, whoſe partiality to- 
wards me was ſo great, as frequently 
to make propoſals for my enlarge- 
| . 
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ment from the concerns as home, 
and would not eaſily admit of a de- 
nial. ; 2 2 755 
I have indeed much to boaſt, re- 
ſpecting the unwearied attention of 
my numerous and reſpectable con- 
nections; who, through every ſtage 
of life, and under the viciſſitudes of 
fortune which ſurrounded me, have 
ſhewn: (even at this very moment, 
and at the time their aid was moſt 
needed) the utmoſt degree of reſpect, 
in every eſſential particular; and I. 
have foſtered me, with the greateſt 
regard, by more frequently viſiting 
me, under all the various calamities | 5 
to which human nature is ſubjected, 


. 


than in the height of my proſpe- 
rity. Such diſtinguiſhing marks of 
friendſhip, cannot be too gratefully b 
acknowledged on my part; and that l 


kind Providence „ Who has already 
4 81 | SE re- 
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rewarded them for their unbounded 
generoſity in this world with great 
affluence, will I truſt, and indeed 
doubt not, moſt amply gratify their 
moſt exalted hope in that world of 
celeſtials prepared for the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfect. 
With a few intermediate recrea- 
tions, this ſummer ended; and the 
chief of my morning amuſements 
conſiſted in my privately correſpond- 
ing with my different friends, as oc- 
eurrences offered; which interſperſed 
with a few occaſional poems, as I 
better informed myſelf in that plea- 
ſing ſtudy, (of which the two fol- 
lowing are faint ſpecimens) and are 
a part of what I have with difficulty 
obtained copies of, as my friends, 
from whom I have collected them, 
laid a ſtrict injunction on me to re- 
turn 
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turn the originals, which I certainly 
have an undoubted right to conform 
to, as I imprudently ſacrificed my 
_ own; and they have ſhewn a ſuffici- 
ent partiality to keep them. As the 

letters which handed them, may 
throw ſome light upon a few laugh- 
able incidents, I thall ſuffer them 
to Kappen in all their debamities 


Dear Miſe, p - I 755. 
% A N84 F not but your 
een will excuſe my defects, l 

will preſume to preſent you with the 
TY ge acroſtic : ' 

And am, dear Miſs Griffith, 
vour's, with the greateſt 
amity, &. 
n GobklL. 


M ay Virtue in you ever reign ; 
A nd all her paths purſue: 
Remember, when you ever gain 
Y our victim, to be true. Grace 


race 
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8 race guide your temper and your mind, 
R emain from croſfles free; 
1 s what's the wiſhes of your friend, 
F ain what ſhe'd live to ſee 
F aint are the words my pen 3 | 
In what my heart would ſay, 


. T hen till the day compleats, your bliſs, 


H appineſs crown you may. 


The holidays muten the writ- 
ing the above, were ſpent with the 
uſual conviviality ; and with nearly 
the ſame company as the preceding, 
no alteration having as yet taken 


place among us; but ſoon after the 
circumſtance which produced the 
following letter occurred; but I muſt 


confeſs I cannot at this diſtance of 
time recollect, among the various 
applications which my youth and 
ſituation cauſed to be made, to whom 
to attribute that partiality. 


Dear 
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Dear Siſter, February, 1756. 
I cannot omit. informing 
you, that laſt night 1 had a viſit 
from the ſpark whoſe application on 
the marriage ſcore, I could by no 
means accede to: he, however, ſtill 
perſiſts, and ſays he will take no de- 
nial; he offers new propoſals to my 
father, which indeed are very good; 
but I can ſcarce think of yield- 
ing, when I had once withſtood : 
| which has given riſe to the follow- 
ing imperfect lines, of my own com- 
poſing, and which I incloſe for your 
amuſement ; at the ſame time, ſub- 
jecting them to your cenſure or ap- 
probation. 
I remain, | 
My dear ſiſter, | 
your's moſt affectionately, &c. 


I. E. GoBEIL. 


Miſs Mary Gliffith. 1 
Young 
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Young Colin once did much my pity lead, 
And brought a true, a faithful heart indeed. 
He at my feet his fortune fain would lay, 
If I to him my love would but diſplay. 

I told him flattery urg*d to what he ſaid, 
And bid him eek ſome ſofter yielding maid, 


For that my choice was yet in fingle lite, 


Nor did at preſent think to make a wife. 


>, —Your fancy then, ſaid he, I doubt, is plac'd : 


Oh! happy ſwain that with your love is grac'd, 
—In anger next, I made him this reply : 

A bad opinion ſure, I've in your eye, 

When onee, nay, many times, I you have told, 
At preſent, that no ſwain, or young or old, 
My heart to their poſſeſſion had obtain'd, 

Think not in truth, ſo ſoon, my love is gain d. 


Much mov'd, he told again, a mournful . 
As might o'er many hearts indeed prevail; 
And {aid, a reſolution fix'd he'd make, 

That never any nymph to wife he'd take, 


Let reaſon, that great virtue, bear the ſway : 


Nor to fond paſſion, more than ſenſe, give way. 
With Colin, all thoſe arguments I held, 
Which termed as folly, ever yet have failed. 


CHAP. 
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Cc H AP. XI. 


N recoutiting over 10 many other 
adventures I omitted to mention, 
the particular attention paid me 
by a gentleman at Hampton wick, 
who very frequently wrote the moſt 


pathetic epiſtles, which for a long 


time returned unopened, till I was 


tired with being ſo inconſiderate ; 


when at laſt, I ventured moſt care- 


fully to inſpe& them, and found 


them to contain the moſt unbiaſed 
and difintereſted declarations of love 


and friendſhip; but my inclination 


towards that paſſion abating with 


increaſe of years, which is generally 
I | the 
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the caſe after the puppy age, I as 


cordially returned them, after peru- 


ſal; as before, which my ſwain for 
ſome time yielded to, as a ſeaſonable 


admonition; and ſoon after, I was 


again attacked by the ſame topics, 
as will appear by the 1 letter 8 


to 908 foſter ſiſter. 


Dear Sitter, | | | 

According to- — 
mean to inform you, of all my 
adventures. On Saturday afternoon 
came the Frenchman, powdered to 
the life; when after aſking many 
impertient queſtions, he made a mo- 
tion to ſtop, but inſtead of giving 
him an invitation, I very genteelly 
bid him good night, and he walked 


off in a huff. 


But to proceed, 1 yeſterday gave 
Miſs Baker, an invitation from 
| church, 
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church, to drink tea with me; when 
after a little time entered Mr. B=-e, 
on her account; but to come to the 
chief point, they were ſoon followed 
by Mr. Mt, to my great ſur- 
prize, but to his ſatisfaction Mr. 
T— y had ſpoke to my father, 
on Chriſtmas-eve ; and he made no 
particular objection, but my being 
too young, being not much above 
eighteen Hum for that, but to 
conclude; for that time, he ſaid he 
would conſider on the matter 
Amidſt thoſe and more adventures, I 
remain (as before), 
Vour ſincere friend, 
And dear — 
(till death), 
I. E. GoBE1L, 


This, as the reſt of my interviews 
in the ſame way preſently evaporated 
| 5 in 
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in ſmoke, as my imaginations. were 
merely ideal, and by no means 
copied from ſincerity: had it been 
otherwiſe, I certainly had never 
done more prudently, than to 
have fixed with the gentleman 1 
laſt mentioned, as he was the eldeſt 
ſon of a clergyman of good eſtate 


in Eſſex, and by the death of ſix 


brothers and ſiſters, all of whom 


died without iſſue, he now poſſeſſes 


the whole; but on my refuſal, he 
made a much more prudent choice, 
ina lady who brought him a large 
fortune, and made him the father 
of eight fine children: they are ſtil]. 


all living, and in great unanimity ; 


and when we meet, he ſtill n 
pleaſantly of the old ſtory. 
The approaching nuptials of 5 


young friend, whoſe name was 
Boote, and whom 1 have not ſpeci- 


VOL. . V 1 
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fied, as ſhe married more early than 
the remainder of our ſociety, was 
more taken up in her notions of 
love and future cares, ſhe does 
not demand that attention I ſhould 
otherwiſe give her in this detail; 
though the friendſhip ſtill ſubſiſts eſ- 
ſentially, or I ſhould not have been 
able to have exhibited the following 
poem, which had been put together 
on her paying a viſit to her intended 
huſband's friends, who lived at Ware- 
ham, in Dorſetſhire, where they 
likewiſe afterwards lived, and were 
particular ſufferers in the terrible con- 
flagration, which that town ſuffered, 
about twenty years fince ; notwith- 
ſtanding which, the partiality to 
my performance, protected it from 
the flames: it is as follows, with the 
introduction, in which J omitted to 
mention, that the intended bride- 
groom 


|. Do. 


woe 
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groom was to meet the object of his 
affections at Blandford. 


Dear Miſs, | 8 1786. 
Conſcious of my ne- 
glect ! in not preſenting you with due 
congratulations, on the preſent ſea- 
ſon, hope the following poem, (tho 
full of defects) which claims excuſe 


from your goodneſs, will ſupply 


the place of that which was before 


omitted, by her who is, neverthe- 
leſs, 


Dear Miſs, 
Vour's, 
With the greateſt riendihip 
&c. &c. & e. 
I. E. GogEITL. 
To Miſs Joanna Boote. 8 


My Muſe with joy aſſumes her ſofteſt ſtrains, #5 
And welcomes you to Sarum's airy plains ; 


The vehicle draws ſlowly on, whilſt you 


Wich watchful eye keep Blandford next in view ; 
WM 8 To | 
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Jo fee if Strephon waits to meet you there, 

Oh! yes, with joy, to ſee his Sylvia fair, 

And ſaſe conduct her to her journey's end; 
Wareham's the place that entertains wy friend. 
What kind careſſes they each other give, | 
While each their grateful looks approv'd receive. 
Happy with Strephon, now no cares torment, | 
My Sylvia's breaſt, no frowns her ſighs augment, 
No eroſſes now to interrupt her peace, 

But each new day preſents new ſcenes of bliſs, 
Thrice happy pair ! that love ſo true, 

In Virtue's path none can ere rival you. 

May this revolwing year in Hymen's bands, 

Soon conſecrate your love, and join your hands ; - 
And crown in you the virtues of a wife, | 
While Strephon ſoftens all the cares of life. 
Oh! may each kind ſurviving year like this, 
May climadterics roll in laſting peace, 
While Strephon, happy 1n his Sylvia's love, 
Renews his ſtronger vows as days revolve. 


Adieu. May the Fates combine to 
make you rr. 


It gives me . to announce, 
that my wiſh was gratified, and 
a Hh e e e 1 156: 
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their deſires accompliſhed, in a few 
months after this addreſs ; and not- 
withſtanding they at one time were 
made ſenſible in ſome reſpects, that 
this is a precarious tenure, yet for- 


tune has terminated much in their 


favour; they have been the happy 
parents of fourteen children, (eight 
of which are now hlving) and the 
whole family in great proſperity. _ 
The next event to be noticed was, 
the declaration of war againſt France, 


which took place in the month of 
May the ſame year; which, among 
others, I went to ſee; and though- 


it does not appear immediately to 


concern me literally, did very much 


eſſentially, as on the ſucceſs of that 
war, and the unfortunate concluſion 
of the peace, (of which no- one in 


trade was ſufficiently apprized) IT un- 


derwent two very material changes, 
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of fortune, as will ſhew itſelf here. 
after. The loſs of Oſwego,' in A- 
merica, and Minorca in the Medi- 
terranean, are events which need 
not my pen to hand down ; but as I 
coupled a few lines to a friend on 
the occaſion, I ſhall introduce them 
in courſe. 1 | 


To a young Lady, "deſiring to know the new of 
the Town. 


You aſk me news; but what muſt I relate? 
The talks of war, and lottery, and ſtate ?- 
There's blanks and prizes, ſome ten thouſand pounds, 
With blanks of late Britania's iſle abounds. 
What dire effects the loſs of forts has had, 
| Minorca! Oſwego; none in their ſtead. 
Britania's gain*d—but hope kind Juſtice will 
Reward her hero *, whoſe great merit {till 
. Shines forth, thn conquer d, and in conqueſt | 

will; 
But haſte my Muſe to ſome more PREY theme; 
And boaſt of Briton's conqueſts in the ſtream ; 
. Whoſe Opin from the ocean daily bring, 
Prizes, t enrich their owners and their King, 


| Eike 


* The brave General Blakeney, 


15 
| 
l 
1 
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Like Mars, they fas no deri cannon's roars, 
Nor thouſand, bullets, be they far from ſhore, 
But conqueſt is their aim, on which depends 


Peace to Britania's iſle—her only ends. 5 


The earthquake at Liſbon, is 1 


next thing that ſtrikes me in idea, 
and which I ſhould not remark, but 
for one particular circumſtance, (as it 
was too aweful ever to be eradicated 


from any perſon's. remembrance) 
which was, my being in company 
with a gentleman, whoſe name, I 


think, was Martin, and who being 


preſent, in that awful moment, 


eſcaped the general calamity by 


jumping ſuddenly on a lofty Tomb- 
ſtone, in which wonderful fituation 
he was protected from harm, while 


* beheld five hundred of his fellow 
creatures, fall a ſacrifice in that tre- 


menduous ſpectacle; which had fixed 


a ſettled melancholy on his counte- 


1 nance 
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nance, and it did not ſeem likely, 
would ſoon wear off; and whatever 
natural philoſophers may argue in 
ſuch caſes, I ſhall ever think, that 


thoſe extraordinary occurrences, pro- 


ceed from the operations of provi- 
dence, in the different periods of 


time, in which they, under the 
fupreme direction, fhew them» 


f:lves. 


This account being late in the 


year, the Chriſtmas holidays ſoon 
ſucceeded, when my intimacy en- 


creaſing with my moſt reſpeQable 


friend Mrs. v, I found great 


relief from the frequent opportuni- 
ties ſhe gave me of ſeeing company; 


and taking me often out with her, 


particularly to balls, and to ſome 


people of the firſt faſhion in the 
polite world, indeed the attachment 
increaſed fo much on both ſides, that 


Ln 
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I, in the true ſenſe of the word, ad- 
' hered to the precepts of that worthy 
family, more ſtrictly than I did to- 
thoſe of my father; and indeed, 
their intereſt ſeemed more connected 
with mine, as they all ſtudied what- 
ever was moſt eſſential in my behalf, 
equally as their own children, who, 
being ſons, and then young, were 
| ſcarcely ſo. much with them; and 
| the only wiſh. they had was, that 
there could have been a probability of 
a nearer connexion. Preſents, jour- 
nies, the uſe of the carriage, and 
every other indulgence, was conti- 
nued to me, ever with the ſame pro- 
fuſion : and I {till ſhare the ſame de- 
gree of eſteem as I am well inform- 
ed, though I dare not attempt to put 
pen to paper to that worthy lady, on a. 
matter of ſuch delicacy, for on the 
confirmation of my misfortunes, ſhe 


K 5 _ _— Jo 
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laſt two nights reſt; in condolences 


and unity of ſentiment. 


From the failing attempts of ſo 
many gentlemen, who had been ſan- 
guine reſpecting matrimonial con- 


cerns, without ſucceſs, they admit- 
ted of a truce for a few months, ex- 


cept from my friend at Hampton- 
wick, who {till continued writing, 


but without effect; and likewiſe from 


a gentleman in town, who frequently 


ſent me a polite letter, in the love 


file ; but as I was thought to be of 


an ambitious turn, he at the ſame 


time informed me, that accumula- | 
tion ſhould be his particular ſtudy, 
till he thought he could amply gra- 
tify my wiſhes ; but of this more 


will be ſaid hereafter. 


After paſhng the holidays in the 
uſual way, with my other friends, 


the 
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the year 1757, brought very Plea- 


ſingly to my idea, the hopes of an 
excurſion with my foſter- mother, 
for that appellation ſhe ever deſerved, 
which was to include a journey to 
Dorking, in Surry, for a week, 
and then we were to proceed to 


| Farnham; both. which We accom= 


pliſhed, as ſoon as my dear friend was 
enabled to travel, (for the had been 
moſt dangeroufly ill; ) but what was 


truly laughable, (though luckily til! 


after our return unknown to me) 
was, that I had been held up by one 
of my father's bacchanalian compa- 


nions, to a gentleman of the ſame 


race, as ſomething ſo extraordinary, 


as to almoſt have ſolemnized a marri- 


age contract without an interview of 


the parties. I cannot ſay but 1 thought 


it a bold attempt, and in that light, 


4 believe it gave us each an antidote 
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ſufficient to avoid each other, or at 
leaſt, it ſeemed as if our own dic- 
tates had operated ſufficiently to bar 
any farther progreſs; and J really 
believe, that one-half of the opu- 
lent tradeſmen who had daughters, 
1n that day, thought it no imputa- 
tion to offer them to the beſt bidder, 
as that might certainly have been 
the bafis in the above, as money was 
not wanting; but I did not chuſe to 
gratify my pride at the expence of 
my future happineſs; at leaſt, not 
where I had ocular demonſtration 
to conduct me. | 
The town of Epſom, (which we 
went through to Dorking) 1s famous 
moſtly for its ſalubrious ſpring, and 
the races on Banſtead-down, a few 
miles diſtant, where ſuch exceeding 
good mutton is fed) is twenty-four 
__—_— from LAGER, and fifteen from 
Guild- 
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Guildford, is ſeated on the banks of 
the river Mole, and upon a rock of 
ſoft ſandy ſtone, in which deep cel- 
lars are dug, that are extremely 
cold, even in the midſt of ſummer: 
it is plentifully ſupplied with all 
kinds of proviſions, particularly the 
fineſt fowls in this country, ſome 
of which at Chriſtmas have been 
known to weigh ſeven or eight 
pounds each. Several gentlemen's 
ſeats there are at or near this place, 
(the air of which is eſteemed very 
pure) particularly a ſmall hunting 
ſeat, belonging to Lord Barckley, but 
which was remarkable in no particu- 
lar but the exquiſite neatneſs of his 
Lordſhip's taſte, as no veſſel com- 
poſed of mineral materials through- 
out the houſe, but was kept with 
the ſame poliſh as they were 
ok and for which purpoſe, an 


extra 


* 
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; extra perſon Was employed:conſtant- 


ly in the winter ſcaſon 
The ſeat of Jonathan Tyers, Eſa; 


* (che proprietor of Vauxhall Gardens) 


at à place called Denbigh, about 
one mile from Dorking, next took my 
attention, as the owner has equally 
diſplayed his taſte in this rural ſpot, 
as in his public exhibitions; the 
houſe ſtands on-a fine elevation, and 


| commands a moſt beautiful proſpect - 


of a rich vale beneath, and finely 


variegated, by the river Mole, eir- 
cling through it, on the ſide of 


which ſtands the town of Dorking: it 
has a noble terrace, of near a quar- 
ter of a mile long, which perhaps 
may vie with any thing of the kind 
in England. 

The gardens lie on che ſide of a 
bill covered thick with a grove. of 
trees, cut into a labyrinth of walks, 

3 ſome 
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| fome deſcending, ' ſome aſcending: 


in ſome parts eaſy, ſmooth, and le- 


vel, in others, rugged and uneven. 


Almoſt at every turn, there are flags 


hanging out, with ſome moral ſen- 
tences and admonitions inſcribed on 


them, for our inſtruction; and to 
give a ſerious turn to the thoughts, 
not far from the entrance over, is 
inſcribed, procul ęſte profani, there 
is a fort of hermitage, called the 
Temple of Death, wherein is a 
monument to the memory of Lord 
Petre, on one ſide, in which is a deſk 
for reading and meditation, to which 
we are called by the melancholy 
ſtriking of a minute clock; to aſſiſt us 
therein, the walls are covered with 
the fineſt ſentiments of our beſt writ- 
ers and poets, as Doctor Voung and 
others. But what ſtrikes you molt is, 
the awful concluſion of the whole. 


We 
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We are conducted to the iron gate, 


which leads to the valley of the Sha- 


dow of Death; at the entrance of 


which, inſtead of columns, for a 
portico, two ſtone coffins are erect- 


ed, with human ſculls placed upon 
them, in the manner of addreſſing 


thoſe who enter. It is aſſerted, that 


they are the real ſculls, one of a 
noted highway man, the other of a 


celebrated courtezan, in the neigh- 


bourhood of Covent-Garden. The 
firſt addreſſes the men: Y 


85 Why tart > the * is your's, or will be ſoon: | 
Some years perhaps—perhaps another moon: 
Life in its utmoſt ſpan is ſtill a breath, 
And thoſe who longeſt dream muſt wake in death. 
Like you, I once thought every bliſs ſecure, 
And gold of every ill the certain cure; 
Till ſteeped in ſorrows, and beſieged with pain, 
Too late I found all earthly riches vain ; Aa 
Diſeaſe, with ſcorn, threw back the ſordid fee,. 
And — ſtill anſwer d, What is gold to me? 

F ame, 
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Fame, titles, honours, next I vainly ſought, 
And fools obſequious nurſed the childiſh thought; 
Circled with brib'd applauſe, and purchas'd praiſe, 
I built on endleſs raptures, endleſs days, 

Till death awak*d me from a dream of pride, 
And laid a prouder beggar by my ſide. 

Pleaſure I courted, and obey'd my taſte, 

The banquet ſ\mil'd, and fmil'd the gay repaſt : 

A loathſome carcaſe was my conſtant care, 

And worlds were ranſack'd but for me to ſhare, 

Go on, vain man! to luxury be firm; 

Yet know I feaſted but to feaſt a worm ! 

Already ſure, leſs terrible I feem, 

And you, like me, can own that life's a dream: 
Farewell! remember, nor my words deſpiſe, 

The my ids are the only wiſe.” 


The wh ſcull ſeems thus' to ads 
dreſs the ladies: 


* Bluſh not ye fair, to own me, but be wile, 

Nor turn from ſad mortality your eyes : 

Fame fays, nd fame alone can tell how true, 

I once was lovely, and belov'd like you. | 

Where are my votaries, where my flatterers now 

Fled with the ſubject of each lover's vow ! 

Adieu! The roſe is red, and lilly's white, | 

Adieu! thoſe eyes which made the darkneſs light: 
"0 
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No more, alas! that lip is ſeen, . a | 
Nor longer breathes the fragrant air 4 Raby | 
Turn from your mirror, and behold in me, 
At once what thouſands can't, or dare not ſec ! 
Unvarniſh'd I the real truth impart, 
Nor here am plac'd but to direct the heart: 5 
Survey me well, ye fair ones, and believe, 
The grave may terrify, but can't deceive. 
1 On beauty's fragile baſe no more depend, 
| Here youth and pleaſure, age and ſorrow end! 5 
Here drops the maſk, here ſhuts the final ſcene, 
Nor differs grave three ſcore from gay fifteen : 
All preſs alike to that ſame goal, the tomb, 
Where wrinkled Laura ſmiles at Chloe 8 . 
When coxcombs flatter, and when fools adore, | 
Learn here the leſſon to be vain no more! 
Fet virtue ſtill againſt decay ean arm, 
And even tend mortality a charm-'' 


= The ſpectacle which offers irſcff 
to view upon a deſcent into this 
gloomy vale, is quite aweful. There 

is a large alcove, divided into two 
compartments, on one of which the 
unbeliever is repreſented, dying in 

the greateſt diſtreſs and agony, cry- 


a | : ing; 


5 4 


JANE ELIZABETH MOORE. 225 


ing, Oh! whither am Fgoing ? and 
juſt falling from the precipice' of 


life, but ex preſſing ſad. miſgivings 
about his future ſtate. - On one fide, 
and above him, is his ſtudy of books, 
which buoyed him up in his libertine 


_ courſe, ſuch as Hobbe's Tolland, 


Tindal, Collins, Morgan, and others 
of the fame ſtamp. In the other 
compartment, 1s the good Chriſtian, 


or believer, in his dying moments, 


calm and ſerene, taking a decent fo» 
lemn leave of the world, as it were, 


anticipating the joys. of another life, 
with the following label ſubj oined, 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, 


&c.” he has the bible open before 


him, which, with ſeveral practical 


diſcourſes upon it, and the ſermons 
of our moſt noted divines, ſuch as 


Clark, Tillotſon, and others of the 
fame kind ſerve to make up his ſtudy. 


The 
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The whole is painted by Mr. Hay 
man, and expreſſes the fituation of 
the perſons, their differ ent ſenti- 
ments, and paſſions, very much to 
the life. Before this portraiture, 
at ſome diſtance ſtands a large image 
on a pedeſtal, taking its vizor 
off, with this inſcription, '** Truth,” 
of which that buſt is. deſigned to 
be a ſymbol, plainly intimating, 
that as ſoon as the diſguiſe of this 
life ſhall be taken off, the picture 
before it, truth, muſt appear at 
laſt, when the wicked will be driven 
away in his wickednefs, but the 
rizhteous. have hope in his death.“ 

The houſe which was then ſtand- 
ing, has been ſince taken down, and 
a very neat modern building raiſed 
in its ſtead, where one of the beſt 


rooms it contains the hiſtory of 


: | "oy 
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Mary. of Medicis, i in the moſt ſu- 


perb French engravings. There is 


likewiſe a well of uncommon depth, 


I think. four hundred and ſeventy 
feet, as no water from the ſprings 
could be obtained by his predeceſ- 
ſors, Mr. Tyers was determined to 
perſevere till he had accompliſhed: ſo 
deſirable an end. The country a- 
bounds ſo much with box, as to 
cauſe one of the hills to go by the 


name of Box-hill; and near it is 


one which exhibits a blank ſpace of 

chalk, which is called the Stomacher. 
Iſhould not have given ſo particular 
a deſcription of this ſpot, but that I 
believe there is not a ſimilar one 
in this kingdom; and the contraſt 


which appeared in the character 


of the o Der, and / living many 


years in the houſe he was born in, 
Wade me the more deſirous of gra- 


tify ing 


228 MxEMolkxs or 


tifying my readers with 1 luxuri- 


ant a feaſt. 
Going on a party of be to 


Betchworth, three miles on the road 


between Dorking and Ryegate, we 
were moſt agreeably entertained with 
a walk in the fine gardens of —— 
Kirby, Eſq; whoſe luxuriant taſte 
in botany, was moſt pleafingly diſ- 
played, in a great variety of the 


moſt curious ſhrubs; and the build- 


ing conſiſted of a temple, dedicated 
to the ſun, in which were the larg- 


eſt orange trees I had then ever ſeen, 


loaded with fruit, in regular progreſ- 
ſion from the flower. 

The next building which attracted 
the eye, was a moſs-houſe, in which 
the gardener aſſured me, there were 
three hundred ſpecimens of that cu- 
Tious plant. There was likewiſe a 
W which was to be dedicated 


to 
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to Diana 'of the Springs, which 
was to contain a fountain, and to be 
adorned with as many ſpecimens of 
ſpar, as the other was with moſs, if 
they could be obtained. Fe 
From thence at a ſmall' diſtance 
in the fame village, (of Betchworth) 
was an elegant houſe, the property 
of — Spooner, Eſq; whoſe fa- 
mil had been as attentive to the fine 
arts, as his neighbour had been to 
nature, for there was, I really believe, 
a collection of pictures equal to moſt 
in this kingdom, (though I have 
ſince that time ſeen many ;) Seneca 
dying in a bath, the Roman Charity, 
Perſeus and Andromeda, a Baptiſt's 
head, a Madona, and many others, 
by the moſt maſterly hands, of the 
ancients, were among the above, 
which had been ſelected at an enor- 
mous * by the rich heir of 
that 
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that wealthy family; but as all things 


are uncertain on this ſide the grave, ſo 
it proved to the promiſing youth, who 


had with great pains made ſo pleaſ- 


ing a choice on the Continent, and 
no doubt flatttered himſelf with the 
expectation of hereafter making 
ſome pleaſing obſervations, but fate 
deemed it otherwiſe; he died on his 
travels in Italy: thus were the hopes 


| of this reſpectable and ingenious | 
young gentleman blaſted, and the diſ- 


appointment ſo awful to his friends, 


that thoſe fine and enchanting em- 


blems were permitted to ſtand about 
in the rooms without any order, only 
admitting air ſufficient to keep them 
from mildew. There was likewiſe 
a moſt beautiful family picture, con- 
ſiſting of eleven figures, as large as 
Ife. drinking tea under an apple: tree, 


in full bloom, which with a honey- 
Tuckle 
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ſuckle interſperſed among the branch- 


es, met the eye moſt luxuriant- 
ly. There were likewiſe ſome very 
fine ſculptures; but. the ſubject be- 
ing rather too indelicate, muſt be 
omitted. The family not having 
been able to contend with the un- 
eaſy ſenſations occaſioned by the 
death of their ſon, had deſerted this 


beautiful ſcene of ſplendid retire- 


ment. There were likewiſe in the 
temple, dedicated to the ſun in the 
firſt deſcription, the four ſeaſons of 
the year, in Indian china, very large, 
and, as I never ſince have ſeen any, I 
could not paſs over the remembrance 
of thoſe beautiful pieces of art. 

We next, agreeable to appoint- 
ment, proceeded to Farnham, where 
we met every friendly reception 
and the firſt place which claimed 
our notice, was the caſtle which 
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belongs to the ſee of Wincheſter: 


ĩt is a venerable pile of building, but 


affords no particular notice, except 
that the hanging gardens are well 
diſpoſed for convenience, aſcending 


gradually by ſteps from each to the 


other. This town is ſurrounded 
with hop-gardens, the produce of 
which the world are enough acquaint- 
ed with, not to need my deſcrip- 
tion. About two miles from this 
place is More-Park, then in poſſeſ. 
ſion of a lady of that name: the 
ſituation 1s delightful, and in the 
middle of it is diſcovered a ſubter- 
raneous paſſage, through which runs 
a ſmall ſtream, that empties itſelf 
into a reſervoir in the park, and 
from that 1s well ſtored with trout, 


which make their way into the ri- 


ver, leading to the town : it is not, I 
believe aſcertained, from whence this 


ſtream originates z but tradition holds 


it 


* 
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it, from the experiment made of 
ſending in a gooſe, that was ſeen by 


| ſome perſon coming into the river at 


Guildford, which is full ten miles 


diſtant: over this pretty rivulet, is 


a ſmall marble ſtone, that main- 
tains the regularity of its paſſage, 


and is called a Wiſhing-ſtone ; and 


on which the young people are jo- 
cularly ordered to kneel bare, and 
with for good huſbands-and wives, 
as occaſion requires. Many ſu- 
perſtitious tales are handed down 


too inſignificant to relate, particu- 


larly as they are upon a par with 
many others in country places, and 
ſerve to amuſe; but certain it is, that 
the whole excites admiration, to thoſe 

who ſtudy the beauties of nature. 
About the ſame diſtance from Farn- 
ham in another road, is the re- 
mains of a priory called Waverly 
Abbey: it ſeems to have covered 
L 3 much 
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much ground, and part of the Cloy- 
ſters were converted into a ſummer- 
houſe or tea room, for the accom- 
modation of the family in poſſeſſion; 
the appearance was truly venerable, 
the ivy-grown walls, the antique 
windows, and above all, the great 
number of viſible repoſitories of de- 
parted ſouls, I own ſtruck me with 
awful reflections, on the tranſition 
this place had eſſentially undergone, 
from being at one time ſolely ap- 
propriated for the purpoſes of divine 
worſhip ; but among all, I have ſeen 
remaining of a ſimilar deſcription, I 
do not remember one where there 
appear ſo many graves covered 

with braſs, and a ſort of black ſlate, 

which I preſume is not ſo common 
in other places. The gentleman to 
whom this memento of mortality 
belonged, diſplayed as much taſte 


I 
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| in water, as the others had, whom 
I noticed in other particulars, which 
were diſcovered in his beautiful gar- 
dens, variegated in every ſhape 
which ingenuity could deviſe: a 
ſerpentine river ornamented with 
Chineſe bridges, a temple, a ſum- 
mer-houſe embelliſhed with ſhells, 
and many other things, as ſpecimens . 
|, of the ſame ſort, met the eye on one 
| ſpot, while on the other, nature was 
almoſt rivalled in the diſpoſition of 
trees reſembling a wood, which 
was ſo well imitated as to delude the 
feathered ſongſters thereto, under 
an Idea of its foſtering care; to en- 
courage which, every deluſion met 
them in a plentiful ſupply of food 
ſuited to their different deſcriptions z_ 
{quirrels in abundance were likewiſe 
ſeen running about and climbing in 
this temporary grove including 
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in the whole, the moſt pleaſing par- 
terre I ever remember to have ſpent 
an agreeable afternoon. in. 

My readers, will pleaſe to obſerve 
that as this' excurſion was made in 
the year 1757, what alterations have 
ſince happened 'tis hoped will lay 
no imputation on this account, as, 
notwithſtanding having been ſeveral 
times in that country ſince, they 
were not again reviſited. It may ap- 
pear rather ſingular to obſerve, (but 
at 18 certainly true) that the firſt ex- 

hibition I ever attended in the thea- 
tric way, was in a barn at this place, 
where in the performance of Miſs in 
her Teens the young actreſs who 
took on her that character, carried 
twelve or thirteen ſtone. weight: we 
ſpent our time in this tour very 
pleaſantly, and had an agree able ride 
to town over Bagſhot-Heath, where 


my 
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: my dear friend was rather alarmed 
at ſeeing every carriage we met pro- 
perly armed ; but as fear was not 
one of my aflociates, I ſtudied much 
to baniſh that diſagreeable idea from 
her well warmed breaſt, and ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that ſhe often ſoli- 

Cited my company on the road. 
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T our return again to London, 
the uſual amuſements of the 
ſeaſon were occaſionally introduced ; 


and I found a little leiſure in the 
mornings for my favourite employ, 


or rather amuſement, in writing ; 
and 1am led to believe, the following 
obſervations were the reſult of ſome 
converſation which paſſed about that 
time; but as they were handed to 
me by an old friend very lately, 
without the cover which incloſed 
them, (perhaps for ſome very parti- 
cular reaſon) I cannot exactly aſcer- 
tain the time, as there was no date 

to 
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to the ſheet on which they were ſe. 
parately wrote. I give them in the 
ſtile of the time in which the * 
originated. 


SENTIMENTS. 

As I have by various perſons been 
queſtioned on many important points 
in argument, on the different opi- 
nions of thoſe who lived before me, 
and my approbation thereon requir= 
ed, I preſume the following weak 
ſentiments may not be diſagreeable 
to thoſe who may again attack me 
on the ſame topics. 

As Chriſtianity and the love of 
our Creator are of the greateſt im- 
portance, and claim the firſt place in 
this eſſay, I ſhall make no farther 
preface. 

My opinion on this ſubject is, that 
perſons whoſe morals and principles 

= i & are 
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are founded upon religion, can in no 
wiſe act in an ignominious manner 
towards their fellow- creatures, (tho 
of a meaner claſs,) for according to 
the dictates of a rational mind, we 
are taught to live in the path of vir- 
tue, in which are contained many 
endowments, ſuch as charity, bene- 
volence, . friendſhip, &c. And as 
thoſe points are a guide to morality, 
and morality to the praiſe of that 
great Being which impowers us to 
act, I ſhall enlarge no farther on this 
| head, but conclude with the hopes 
that we may all attempt (with ſuc- 
ceſs) to follow the example ſo truly 
ſet us by many of our anceſtors, and 
make our exit in the fame happy 
manner. 1 
ON FRIENDSHIP. 

I think where friendſhip is truly 
founded in a mind, which has 
| the 
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the opportunity of enjoying it in 
perfect unity with another of the 


ſame ideas, it is the moſt exalted 
pleaſure our tranſient bliſs produces; 


for it ſweetens the imbitterments of 
life, ſoftens all our worldly cares, and 
makes us ſo ſpiritually inclined as to 
paſs by our croſſes, as our ſhadows, 


which glide with the light that 


makes them apparent. Friendſhip 


guides us to other virtues. A true 


friend (of which there are but few) 
crowns all our wiſhes, which, I am 
ſo happy as to experience ; ; may 1t 
be continued. 

I fear the name though 10 ſacred, 
is too often perverted, by miſtaking 
thoſe who are virtuous, for thoſe who 
are not. Is it poſſible, that a perſon 
who claims a right to that name, 
can countenance any thing contrary 


to the dictates of virtue in another? 
L 6 | Nd. 
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No, it is impoſſible : though we too 


often ſee that error in perſons who 


profeſs the ſtrongeſt ties of friend- 
ſhip, in a wrong light it muſt be, 
fince that is a point which ſhould 
nor can produce any thing (when 
rightly conſidered) but what is con- 
fiſtent with the moſt punctilious 
minds. What pity then it is, that 
what is fo conducive to happineſs, 
thould be ſo profaned by a miſunder- 
ſtanding in perſons who make a 
claim of fend in a * 
ſenſe. 
ON PHILOSOPHY. 
In my opinion, perſons who are 


of a philoſophic turn of mind, en- 


joy the greateſt tranquillity in life, 
as they live above the world, and 
look upon the tranfactions of it as 
the worlding does upon thoſe ſmall 
inſects in the air, which paſs his 

eye 
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eye almoſt unſeen and quite unre- 


garded, as his thoughts are employed 
in what he calls more eſſential joys, 
ſuch as gold, and what. therewith 
may be procured. But oh ! how 
deceived is. he! how much more 


happy is the philoſopher, whoſe aſ- 


piring mind invites him to contem- 
plate on the beautiful works of the 
creation, and can always find ſome 


new object to excite his admiration, 


which to us may feem but trivial. 


—How delightful a theme muſt. 


that be, which affords amuſement to 
the exalted intelleQs of thoſe who 
adapt their ſtudy to ſo effential a 
progreſs; and at the fame time, 
ſtrike with amazement the thoughts 
of all thoſe who ſearch into the 
divine ſubject, be they ever ſo 


much embarraſled with the different 


occurrences of life, Not to ſay, 
that 
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that perſons whoſe ſituation in the 
world claim their thoughts that 
way, can have no ſhare in that en- 
joy ment, for we have frequent in- 
ſtances to the contrary ; as all thoſe 
who are employed in care, are not 
what I term worldlings, for thoſe 1 
hold ſo to be, are a ſect who think 
of nothing but thoſe few tranſitory 
_enjoyments here, which are but for 
a ſhort time. | 

= "ON PLAT@NIC:LOVE. . 
My reaſons for holding with pla- 
tonic love, 1s, that I think it 1s con- 
trary to the dictates of virtue, to 
imagine that perſons cannot rely 
upon efſential, without natural love, 
though I know of ſome who thinks 
becauſe a platonic mind 1s entirely 
conſiſtent with friendſhip, ſay it 
muſt ikewiſe ſayour of ſtoiciſm ; but 


on 
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on the contrary, friendſhip - has the 


ſtrongeſt combination with love, than 
what can be more ſublime : for 
it is perſons of the moſt exalted 
norions in the world, who pres 
tend, or really are platonics; and 
as we are all apt to admire thoſe 
who ſeem moſt acquainted with 
knowledge, how then is it poſſible, 


to defeat that point. I have heard it 
ſaid, where could we find ſuch ſen- 
timents in hiſtory? I have myſelf, 


and found they contained the moſt 
engaging lines with much harmony, 


and wrote in ſuch language, as not 


to be diſagreeable to the moſt punc- 
tilious ideas. I have thus laid 
down my reaſons for holding with 
platonic love, aud what I beheve 
will not eaſily be eradicated from my 
principles, nor do I defire it ſhould : 
we moſtly eſteem the precepts of 

the 
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that perſons whoſe ſituation in the 
world claim their thoughts that 
way, can have no ſhare in that en- 
joyment, for we have frequent in- 
ſtances to the contrary; as all thoſe 
who are employed in care, are not 
what I term worldlings, for thoſe I 
hold ſo to be, are a ſect who think 
of nothing but thoſe few tranſitory 
enjoyments here, which are but for 
a ſhort time. 2 8 5 
ON PLA TONIC LOVE. | 
My reaſons for holding with pla- 
tonic love, is, that I think it is con- 
trary to the dictates of virtue, to 
1magine that perſons cannot rely 
upon eſſential, without natural love, 
though I know of ſome who thinks 
becauſe a platonic mind 1s entirely 
confiſtent with friendſhip, ſay it 
muſt likewiſe ſavour of ſtoiciſm ; but 
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on the contrary, friendſhip has the 


ſtrongeſt combination with love, than 
what can be more ſublime : for 
it is perſons of the moſt exalted 
notions in the world, who pres 
tend, or really are platonics; and 
as we are all apt to admire thoſe 
who ſeem moſt acquainted with 
knowledge, how then is it poſſible, 
to defeat that point. I have heard it 


ſaid, where could we find ſuch ſen- 
timents in hiſtory? I have myſelf, 


and found they contained the moſt 
engaging lines with much harmony, 
and wrote in ſuch language, as not 
to be diſagreeable to the moſt punc- 
tilious ideas. I have thus laid 
down my reaſons for holding with 
platonic love, and what I believe 


will not eaſily be eradicated from my 


principles, nor do ] defire it thould : 


we moſtly eſteem the precepts of 


-- The 
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the heathen philoſophers, if not en- 


tirely their practice; why not then 


approve of this, in Plato's wri- 


ting ? perhaps he might ſet the ex- 
ample; but not to my knowledge, 
ſo I will not —_ farther on this 
head. 


Whatever may be judged reſpect- 


ing the above, obſervations, I hope, 
as the writer was then not more than 
nineteen years of age, I fhall not 


be too hardly cenſured, as I really 


explained fully what I at that time 


thought right without diſguife ; and 


I cannot help wiſhing from ſome 


recent circumſtances, that had J ever 


maintained the ſame opinion, I 


had fared much better, at leaſt as 


might literally be judged from ap- 
parent events, but under the de- 
crees of Providence, though we ſee 


through a glaſs darkly, in the pre- 
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ſent inſtance, I cannot help coinci- 
ding in the ſtrongeſt terms with that 
ineſtimable judge of the human ſyſ- 
tem, Mr. Pope, viz. that whats 
ever is, is right. 


CHAP. XIII. 


OON after the above in doing 

ſome ſhell- work, I had the mis- 
fortune to throw the hoiling cement, 
which was compoſedof roſin and bees- 
wax, over my right hand, which in a 
few minutes brought on an inflamma- 
tion, and obliged me to have the 
fleeves cut open, to make way for the 
arm, which was ſo ſoon ſwelled to an 


immoderate degree, from which acci- 
dent 
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dent IT was ſome weeks confined, at 
| leaſt from any employ, or even a- 
muſement ; but what leads me to this 
remark ie, the intercourſe this matter 
brought on between the young gen- 
tleman who attended me in the chi- 
rurgical way, as notwithſtanding we 
had been neighbours many years, no- 
intimacy had as yet taken place ; : 
but the ſympathetic part he took in 
my behalf, certainly. ſhewed his un- 
feigned regard : his name was O—r, 


and. his being remarkably handſome, 


and heir to a good eſtate, was .no 
impediment to my noticing him in 
return, we ſometimes continued to 
ſee each other by his calling, (be- 
ing ſo near) an hour in the evenings, 
or by his occaſionally meeting me 
at a friend's houſe, where we both 
viſited; and once I believe he con- 
ducted me home from a neighbour- 
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ing ball; yet during all this time, 


I could perceive a kind of jea- 
louſy in his diſpoſition, which in 
the event ſhewed itſelf in a ſingular 
degree. On my ſoou after accept- 
ing an invitation to go to Vauxhall 
with a lady, to whom I was well 
known, in company with a na- 
val officer of good fortune, who 
addrefled my friend Mr. O——r, 
finding I had not previouſly in- 
formed him, he determined to be firſt 
in the gardens, with a company of 
his own ſele& friends. I own I felt 
myſelf rather agitated at ſo unex- 
pected an interview, notwithſtand- 
ing with the party at whoſe inſtance 
I went, the evening paſſed very 
comfortably till about ten o'clock, 
when being accoſted by a large com- 
pany, with whom we were acquain- 
ted, (one of whom was Lord Lyon, 

who 
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who ſoon after died,) we agreed to 
admit them into our box, which was 
the only one which was ſo thinly 
inhabited, (it being rhe laſt night of 
the ſeaſon:) this equally 1rritated 
the officer, who found likewiſe a 
Cifagreeable propenſity reſpecting the | 
object of his affections, which, fitu- 

ated as 1 was myfelf, produced ſe- 


cretly in my imagintion a diſpoſi- 


tion for merriment, efpecially as my 
paſſions had no great tendency to- 
wards matrimony ; but I confeſs, 1 
could not in the event find that the 


matter would prove ſerious; for 


Captain H——y was really in ear- 
neſt, and walked ſullenly about, 
without noticing. his party ; and on 
our being abſent on a walk, at his 
return to his ſeat, he ſought us, and 
inſiſted on immediately returning 
home: this I confeſs, as it was not 


then 
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then remarkably late, I looked on 


' as very extraordinary; but as I had 
no right to interfere, the coach was 


ordered, and we proceeded : but how 


great was my ſurpriſe on our enter- 


ing, to ſee him draw his ſword, 


and hold it naked in his hand the 


whole way, (particularly as he was 
perfectly ſober,) I well knew be- 


fore that time, he was remarkably 


paſſionate, it appeared awful, and 


more ſo, as he refuſed giving any 
reaſon for this ſingular conduct. I 
confeſs the lady with myſelf, ap- 


peared ſo intimidated, that I found 
it neceflary to ſtay with her till the 


the morning,' as in ſo diſagreeable a 
a predicament, I thought it but juſt 


to ſee how the matter would termi- 


nate, which it did in finally barring 
any future connections; but what 
ſtill made it more aggravating in my 

I 5 com- 
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comprehenſion, was, that after a 
time he called on me, to apologize 
for the paſt; and as a palliative, de- 
clared himſelf my lover. This de- 
pravity of mind in a man near forty 
years of age, operated powerfully 
on my imaginations, to the diſad- 
vantage of the maſculine ſex; and 
Jam apt to think, I convinced him 
ſufficiently of his error, to prevent 
his making any future attempts in 
that way, as I heard many years 
after, he remained ſingle.— 1 am 
perſuaded that on this recital, includ- 
ing the event to myſelf reſpecting the 
young ſurgeon, the evening will be 
deemed rather ample in adventures, 
as it cloſed the ſcene with all par- 
ties, without the trouble or anxiety 
of a long correſpondence ; for the 
behaviour of my beau appeared ſuch 
a contraſt to the idea J before enter- 

5 tained, 
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tained, that I congratulated myſelf 
on ſo fortunate a foreſight, and de- 


termined never more to ſee him, in 

the character of a lover; and on his 
being moſt crvelly: uſed by his guar- 
dians, he determined to go abroad; 


which he did, firſt to the Eaſt, and 
next to the Weſt Indies, at the laſt 
of which places he died of a bilious 
fever, under thirty years of age. 

It may perhaps ſeem on the re- 
preſentation of the few laſt ſcenes, 
that I had an eſtabliſhment of eaſe 
and pleaſure, but I can truly aflert 


to the contrary, as thoſe little tours I 


took once in the year in the coungry, 
were the reſult of a determination 
I had made with my father, to have 
a certain time in each ſeaſon appro- 
priated to my own diſpoſal, in con- 


' ſequence of my attending buſineſs 


in the moſt ſcrupulous manner in 


the 


. ME MolRs or 
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the intervals, or that I ſhould at all 
events change my ſituation, which 
he found it his intereſt moſt to coin- 
cide in ; but my ſufferings in many 


reſpects exceeded all deſcription ; for 


as diſſipation encreaſed, the burthen 
muſt inevitably reſt with me, as no 
other perſon would eſſentially take 


upon them the perplexity of ſuch an 
extenſive concern. To deſcribe the 


irregularity of my life, would take 


of itſelf almoſt a volume; for at 
one time I was perhaps under the 
neceſſity of drinking two gills 
of wine before dinner, and two 


or three glaſſes after, merely to 


avoid altercation; and at others, 
had not a bottle of wine or any 
thing elſe to accommodate a friend 
of my own, or even a fhilling in 
my pocket, (though there was cer- 


muy a plentiful table bordering on 
extra- 
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extravagance) I was urged as I reach-⸗ 


ed maturity, by people of the firſt 


diſcernment and experience, to aſſiſt 
myſelf in my province as an acting 
clerk; but from a conſcious deli- 


cacy, which I could not yet get 


over, I ever accounted in the re- 
ceipts to a fingle ſhilling, (many 


thouſand pounds going annually 


through my hands,) I was from 5 
thoſe circumſtances, obligated in 


ſome degree to deſert my improve- 
ment in reading and writing, as 
my own fingers were to -furniſh 


me nearly with decorations for my 


appearance, when extras were re- 
quired, which almoſt deſtroyed my 
optic faculties, till more order took 
place. The only conſolation I had 
under ſuch ſevere trials, was the 


eſteem I was held in by many wor- 


thy and "moſt reſpectable friends, 
who were perfectly acquainted with 
VOL. I. ME - - the 
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the hiſtory of my family, and ap- 


_ plied my caſe much to my advan- 


tage; and to them alone I owed the 


_ pleaſing relaxations of ſingle days 


and evenings, as I was ſometimes left 


in a very uneaſy ſuſpenſe at home, 
my father often leaving town on 
horſeback, and has not wrote for my 
information under ſeven or eight 
days; ; when from his habit of drink- 


ing I was fearful leſt any accident 


ſhould have befallen him. 
Nothing afforded me a more EP] 
ing ſenſation, than the intercourſe 


I obtained (ſometimes with, and 


ſometimes without the knowledge 


of my father) with my foſter father 


Mr. F—e, whoſe particular at- 
tachment. continued to ſhew itſelf 
without intermiſſion; yet between 
the deſire he had of connecting me 


with ſome of his friends who were 


_ foreigners, and the plan at 
home 


puns a An” F . *# J£.\.c.u.L 
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home for my ſacrificing myſelf to 
a ſon of Bacchus, (to both which 
had moſt particular diſlike) rather 
made me averſe to enter into any 
converſation on the ſubject; and at 
ſome particular times, made both 
places appear irkſome, though my 


intereſt was apparently centred with 


both; but what ſcemed to me the 
moſt eflential, (diveſted of that part 
of filial affection to which 1 found 
myſelf inclined) was his readineſs to 
oblige, and generoſity to ſerve me in 
thoſe reſpects where I found a defi- 
ciency at home, which he teſtified | 
with that eaſe which was almoſt pe- 
culiar to himſelf, and continued 
during my ſingle ſtate; but I after- _ 
wards found it different, for when 


committed myſelf to the care of a 


huſband, he thought me then en- 
abled to face the world without his 
| M 2 notice, 
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notice, and on the death of his lady, 
who was a moſt, agreeable: woman, 
and truly my friend, he ſoon left 
the country alter en a young 
Wife. 5 10% 


CHAP. XIV. 


NDER various ſcenes of pleaſure 
and diſguſt, the time paſſed as 
uſval till the beginning of the year, 
1758, when I began to lay my plan 
for my ſpring amuſement, which 
will appear by the following epiſ⸗ 
tle to my dear friend at Woking, 
with whom I always found great 
pleaſure, firſt by the kind reception 
I met 


ſure 
d as 
ear, 
plan 
hich 
pil 
ing, 
* eat 
tion 
met 
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1 met from the family, and like- 
wiſe from the chearfulneſs of her 
diſpoſition, I ſhall inſert it as it 
then was wrote, as it will appear 


that there had been a previous invi- 


9 05 3 L 


5 Dear - Miſs Bund. £ 
| * London, the 2505 Feb. 17 my : 
1 am much obliged by 
your kind epiſtle, and am ſorry mine 
ſhould have been ſo obſcure as to 
make you low ſpirited, but it was not 
intentional; for it has long been my 
deſign to pay you a viſit in the 
ſpring, as likewiſe to go to the other 
two places mentioned in my laſt; 
but J hope on that account, you will 
not refuſe coming to town with me. 
You aſk if I intend to be an ad- 
venturer. in the Lottery? but to be. 
26-3 - plain, 


8 
„ 
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plain, 1 am rather faint-hearted as 
Mr. Griffith and my father laſt year 
bought us a ticket to try our luck, 
but on the fourteenth day of draw- 
ing behold it came up a blank; not 
to ſay it is always ſo, for I once got 
twenty pounds, I am nevertheleſs 
obliged by your wiſhes for my good 
ſucceſs. The young lady, whom! 
mentioned to have jumped over my 
head in the marriage way is fixed at 
Canterbury; the others, one lives in 
Fleet: ſtreet, the other (Mrs.) 
in Goodman's-field's; ſhe has not 
yet returned my viſit ſince her laſt 
illneſs (in which her life was deſ- 
paired of). I have loſt another friend 
in the true ſenſe of the word, 
a young widow whom death had 
before deprived of two huſbands, 


and the greg tyrant was not then fa- 
3 


WW 
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tisfied, but has taken her from 


thoſe temporary regions, before ſhe 
had accompliſhed her twenty eighth 


| year. Thus we ſee how tranſitory 
are our enjoyments, as while we 
are boaſting of our happineſs, and 


thinking ourſelves ſecure in the 
choice of thoſe in whoſe com- 
pany we hope to paſs a little of our 
time in pleaſure, death, marriage, 


or ſome other unforeſeen incident 
in life baffles our hopes, and by 


taking from us one friend after 
another (as I may truly ſay) leaves 


us again to apply to Providence for 


redreſs, whoſe bleſſings we daily 


experience, and where with due ap- 


plication, we need never fear hav- 
ing our defires accompliſhed. 
But to vary the ſubject: 1 
think the ſpring begins to riſe apace, 
the ſweet birds chaunting their 
M4 morn- 


then ſettle accounts. 
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morning and evening lays I ſcarce | 
ever hear, but I think how happy I 


ſhall be in a few months to have the 


enjoyment of my friends in the 
country, and the birds too, if no- 


thing happens in the interval to in- 


terrupt our happineſs. I think a 
certain gentleman was merry con- 
cerning the marriage ſettlement :— 
| you ſay you can anſwer for yourſelf, 
that you are not going to marry, and 
ſo can I, and whenever I find I can 


anſwer no longer, I will inform you, 


(unleſs you get before-hand with 


me, and give me the flip,) that you 


may (if agreeable) make one of the 
number that may accompany me to 
church: it was almoſt dark when 


1 wrote the few lines that are ſo 
crcoked, but hope you'll excuſe it, 
or ſet it down till you ſee me, and 


6c It 
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It is rumoured, that in taking 
down the old houfes on London- 
bridge, there was found three pots of 
money of Queen Elizabeth's coin. I 
believe times were not ſo expen- 
five in thoſe days as at preſent: if ſo, 
there would have been little neceſſity 
for hiding that deſirable metal. If 
you want information reſpecting fa- 
ſhions, pray ſend word and I will 
apply to my fiſter, (Miſs Griffith) 
whoſe compliments and mine pleaſe 
to accept, and preſent to your good 
family. I find your market is like 
many other things, but for a ſea- 
ſon. I hope this letter will afford 
you ſome amuſement, and that it 
will excite from you one in return, 
as your's give me much pleaſure, 
and are hoarded up in my coffer; 
like the money above-mentioned I 
eſteem them, not ſo much for the 
1 as the hope of ſeeing the 
* M 5 11 
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original ſhortly. To conclude, I re- 
-main, dear Miſs Bund, | 

80 Your' s in all 3 &c. &c. 

„ I. E. Gon. 

8 Some apologies are needful reſpect- 
ing the date of the above letter, 
which I have altered one year, in 
conſequence of its having miſled 
my hands, and was diſcovered too 
late to be inſerted in regular courſe ; 
-but as no material information was 
thereby loſt, I hope no notice will 
be taken, the year 1757 being the 
date of taking down the bridge, I 
thought it quite needful to notice it. 
1 really believe the ſucceeding part 
of this year, except the journey 
promiſed in my letter, paſſed with 
as few intereſting circumſtances as 
any I remember, barring one which 
may be thought material, viz. that 
my father increaſed very much his 
fortune during that and the remain- 

+ x >) „ 
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ing years of the war, but I benefit- 


ted at that time but little from it, for 


was from the great increaſe of the 
trade, under the neceſſity of doubling, 


(if poſſible) my application, but J fortu- 
nately about that time made an acqui- 
ſition of two neighbours, by our remo- 


val a few doors from the old ſituati- 


on; from the recreation which I could 
take at any time of the day, from 
their living near, and the partiality 
they ſhewed me, that many leiſure 

hours paſſed comfortably, and as a 
confirmation of this aſſertion, the 


lady who came a bride into the 
neighbourhood a few years after, 1 


am ſorry to ſay, on her death- bed 


requeſted of me, (from the flatter- 


ing ideas ſhe entertained of my 
abilities,) to bring up her eldeſt fon 
and take him wholly under my Care, 


| Wan certainly did with the appro- 


M 6 bation 


266 MEMor Rs oF 


bation of his father, till he had 

nearly attained the age of four- 
teen years, and he is now, I am 
told, a promifing young man, but 
his gratitude has not been ſuffi- 
ciently diſplayed, for him to viſit 
me under my misfortunes; and as 
the major part of my connections 
from a previous obſervation, have ; 
been more particularly attentive, I 
confeſs I feel myſelf more ſenfibly 
affected, though I muſt not omit to 
. obſerve, that he bought my coach 
horſes, and promiſed to take all 
imaginable. care of them, as he 
kept them for his own uſe. © | 

With the other family I ſtill main- 
tain the ſame friendſhip as in that 
day, and they ſucceeded to me in the 
| houſe I was taken from, when under 
| perſecution. The two gentlemen, one 
at Ham ptonwick, who ſo often wrote, 
and the other, who continued his 
. ac, 


W 
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accumulation plan ſtill, were led to 


hope each for themſelves, that time 
might bring about the accompliſh- - 


ment of their wiſhes; but I am ſorry 
to declare, that the latter on com- 


municating (in confidence) his de- 


fires to a friend was deceived, as 
the gentleman (if I may fo call 
him) waited on me about the begin- 
ning of the year 1759 on the fame 
errand, and that under the ſanction 
of my father : that he was by birth 
and education a gentleman, is with- 
out diſpute, but the gloomineſs of 


his diſpoſition was not by any means - 


ſuited to my volatile temper; I there- 
fore put an immediate negative upon 


this buſineſs, and ſoon after he mar- 


ried, from what motive I am not 


able to ſay, but I believe money was 


not the temptation, and on fome un- 


expected diſappointment, he put 825 


period to his exiſtence by a piſtol. 
The 
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The gentleman whoſe ſecret be- 
Ing diſcovered, had not taken me 
out of the way, in a very friendly 
and reſpectful letter, informed me, 
that he hoped he had with great at- 
tention, added ſufficiently to his for- 
tune to gratify my moſt ambitious 
views; and in conſequence he got 
admiſſion to my company, with 
my father's and my approbation; 
but notwithſtanding he was very 
agreeable, I did not find he was the 
man to my taſte in converſation : I 
therefore inſiſted on his coming to 
live with my father, if he meant to 
perſiſt, which I knew he had a par- 
_ ticular averſion to; ſo I played it off 
as a very convenient manceuvre, and 
for that time put an end to the buſi- 
neſs ; which was more ſpeedily ac- 
compliſhed by ſome intelligence my 

I father 


JANE ELIZABETH MOORE. 269 


father had of an inter-marriage in - 
the family, by two brothers in ſuc- 
cefſion marrying the ſame perſon. My 
dear friends Mr. and Mrs. V _ 
who intereſted themſelves ever in 
my behalf, ſeverely reproved me on 
this matter, and wiſhed me to permit 
Mr. P——1 to viſit me at their houſe, 
as his having ſo reſpectable a cha- 
racter, they thought an opportu- 
nity much to my advantage; but 
the little propenſity I had to a mar- 
ried life every year decreaſing, pre- 
vented the power of their influence. 
The ſpring again advancing, I 
fixed for my annual recreation to go 
again to Woking, on account of 
ſeeing the camp which was formed 
in that neighbourhood on Send- 
Heath, and conſiſted of four regi- 
ments, commanded by the following 
reſpectable perſonages, viz. Lord 
George 


1 
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George Lenox, Lord Effingham 


Howard, Lord George Bentinck 
and General Cornwallis. ' As the 


gentlemen many of them viſited at 


my friend's the Rector, it made the 
time paſs very agreeably; and one 
thing I think, will ever reflect a laſt- 


ing honour on the firſt of thoſe Right 


Hon. Gentlemen, is, that he pre- 


ſented every private man in his regi- 
ment that could read with a com- 


mon prayer book; and in the moſt 
ſcorching heat, ſet the example of 
ſtanding uncovered during the Per- 


formance of divine worſhip. 


The young lady whom I noticed 


under the appellation: of ſiſter, was 


as I thought, going to marry in my 


abſence, which was the occaſion of 


— — 


my writing the following epiſtle, 
but as it proved was needleſs as 


* marriage did not take place 
till 


* 
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till twelve months after; however; 
I 2 m=_ it W as it 18. 


WG Docs iter, 
London the 1oth May, 1759. 
5 « According to promiſe 
I write this, to inform you of our 
fafe arrival at Woking : Miſs 3 
was greatly indiſpoſed on the road, 
but is at preſent perfectly recovered, 
| I have not yet been at the camp, but 
ſee it at a diſtance every hour of the 
day. My beſt wiſhes attend you in 
your great undertaking, and as it is 
the moſt important ſtep on this ſide 
the grave to make life happy, ſo 
may kind Providence interpoſe to 
make you as compleatly ſo as your 
heart can wiſh. I have not time at 
preſent to write you a congratulato- 
ry epiſtle, as I am greatly taken up 
with the good family I am with, and 
5 the 
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the thoughts of going out on phr- 
ties of pleaſure. Pray make my 
compliments acceptable to Mr. and 
Mrs. Griffith and Mr. B 


, and 
tell them at a proper. opportunity I 
ſhall give them joy likewiſe. Ex- 
cuſe defects, as pen and ink are bad. 


I expect to hear from you on your 


receiving this, for reaſons aſſigned at 


our parting. I hope yourfelf and 
connections enjoy a good ſtate of 


health, which bleſſing, thank God, 
attends her who is, 5 
Pear ſiſter, 115 
* your's with the greateſt 
« amity, &c. &c. &c. 
„J. E. Goss.“ 


P. S. Miſs Bund's compliments 
to yourſelf and family: 


« Miſs Mary Griffith.” 


Every 
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Every wiſh e pleaſute 
and amuſement, was duly accom- 
pliſhed; reviews and other military 
exhibitions, almoſt daily preſented 
_ themſelves, which with the races and 
other amuſements, made time paſs 
very agreeably ; and I cannot ſince 
forget e in one regiment, the 
moſt beautiful black horſe I ever be- 
held: he was then thirty years old, 


(for ſo long the Major to whom he 


belonged, had been his maſter :) he 

was nurſed like a child, and per- 
formed his exerciſes with the ſame 
regularity, as he had done during the 
two wars he had been employed. 
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FE W months after the above, 
my father was prevailed on to 
take me with him to Cambridge, 


whither at one ſeaſon of the year, 


all the principal people 1 in the ſtaple 
branches of wooland leather reſorted, 


to which place we ſet out on a Sun- 


day morning at four 0 clock, in a 
poſt-chaiſe, where break faſtin gat 


the Crown-inn, at Ware, the great 


bed, (which 1s ſaid to have accom- 


modated forty-eight people to ſleep 


together) was ſhewn : it was cer- 
tainly a moſt awkward piece of fur- 


niture, as may be ſuppoſed ; and I 
f EF 
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; believe the abſurdity of exhibiting 
| ſo ridiculous a model, is now avoided. 
Notwithſtanding the badneſs of the 


roads in that day, we reached our inn, 


diſtance 54 miles the ſame night, | 


but not without getting ſufficiently 
wet in croſſing a Mill-ſtream, which 
was much ſwollen with the great 
rains that frequently fall in the 
equinoctial ſeaſons: nor could any 
arguments the driver and myſelf 


uſed, prevail on my father's tem- 


per to relinquiſh going through 


this water, which might very ea- 
ſily have been avoided. The fine 
corn-land called Fowlmore- fields, 
and the Gog Magog hills, (the 
eſtate of the Earl of Godolphin) 
preſented each in. their turn a pleaſ- 


ing proſpect, as this country was to 
me quite new. 


The 


[ 
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The next morning I was taken to 
King' s-college chapel, in which ap- 
pear to great advantage, thoſe fine 
antique paintedglaſs windows, which 
repreſent the hiſtory of the Old 
Teſtament, in the upper and that 
of the New in the bottom part of 
the window, in the moſt exquiſite 
fine colours, and moſt juſt expreſ- 
fion of any thing of the kind I 
have yet ſeen; and I preſume thoſe 
who have ſeen that noble piece of 


architectute, will coincide with me 
in opinion; the roof of which is 


equally lofty with other cathedrals, 
and has no viſible ſupport, but is 
placed with ſuch regularity, as to 
ſtrike the eye with wonder and a= 


mazement. 


After ſeeing the js, we ſet out 


for Sherbitch, the place where a 


large mart or fair is held, (and on 
| which 


3 
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which account to attend the traders. 
at this time, there uſed formerly 
many coaches to go from London to 
5 this place, for the ſole purpoſe of 
plying for hire), but ſince the cuſtom 
of travelling in trade has been 
adopted, leſs of that accommodation 
is wanting. After looking round a 
few hours, and ſecing many people 
with whom I was acquainted in 

| town, I was moſt agreeably ſurprized 
by the preſence of my dear friend 
Mrs. V——, who, on hearing I was 
there, had taken the opportunity 
of coming with her worthy part- 
ner to meet me; her kind ſympathy _ 
towards me, leading her where ever | 
] was to be met, as knowing too 
well the harſh treatment I was ſub- 
jected to, on which we immediately 
returned to Cambridge, and took a 
curſory view of all that demanded 
our 
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our notice; among which was Tri- 


nity Library, nothing can be more 


ſuperbly neat ; the collegians juſt- 


ly giving it the preference to any 


other. Among the curioſities, ex- 


cluſive of the manuſcripts, was 
an Egyptian mummy, and ſeveral 


birds preſerved in the ſame. curious 


manner, a large ſtone, extracted 
from a human body after death : 


and ſome heathen idols. The juſt- 


neſs of the marble pavement, and 


the partial arrangement of the 
books, well deſerves attention. 

We next proceeded to St. John's 
and St. Mary Magdalen's, in one 
of which chapels is a fine marble 


_ altar-peice of exquiſite workman- 


ſhip: I cannot now recollect, which 
was the laſt that we were in, but 
from the minute obſervations we 


made, we neglected to obſerve the 


ſhut- 
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ſhutting up of the gates, and on 


endeavouring to get back to ſupper - 
in time, found to our great ſurprize 
we were locked in; this was in one 


reſpe&, truly a moſt laughable cir- 
cumſtance, particularly as my dear 
friend was remarkably ſenſible and 
fond of repartee: we waited ſome- 
time in uneaſy ſuſpence, before there 


| ſeemed any probability of our releaſe, 


but at laſt to our unſpeakable com- 


fort, a genteel gownſman appeared, 


to whom, as carrying the moſt 
youthful countenance, I was depu- 


ted to go and relate our grievance, 


which I did in the moſt pathetic ſtile ; 
J was miſtreſs of; on which the 


youth with much pleaſantneſs, went 


and obtained our enlargement. On 
return to our friends, where they 


had provided a ſupper and were 
waiting for us, we related the ſtory 


in our own ſtrain of merriment, 
voL. 1. 3 which 


for our return, but on Mrs. V 
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which cauſed diverſion ſufficient, 
as it remained a doubt, whether we 
might not have met a kind reception 

where we were encloſed. | 
The next morning was propoſed 
'S 
inſpecting her baggage the preced- 
ing evening, ſhe found that not 
ſtrictly attending to the putting up 
her cloaths, ſhe had left a part of 
her upper travelling dreſs at an inn 
on the road, and not being diſpoſed 
to reveal ſo important a ſecret, I was 
to aſſiſt in a manceuvre to paſs off the 
miſtake, (which could be rectified 
by no other means than writing from 
town to the landlady, ) the only plan 
our ingenuity had pointed out, was 
for me to go into their room in the 
morning, by way of giving notice 
to riſe, and at the ſame time to re- 
commend a warm dreſs, as the wea- 
ther was cold and hazy, which was 
only 
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only to be made complete with 


the aſſiſtance of ſome of my linen 
that had been water-ſoaked : as this 
contrivance ſucceeded, we after 
breakfaſt took another turn round 
the Univerſity, and immediately ſet 
leiſurely out for London, and in the 


evening reached the Crown Inn at 


Hockrell, ſo well known by the gen- 


tlemen of the turf, who moſtly ac- 


commodate themſelves at this place 
on their way to Newmarket, The 
adventures of this journey, in the 
courſe of only four days, have a- 
muſed us many hours at different 
times ſince, and I found myſelf fully 
fatisfied with ſuch an agreeable jaunt. 

The above circumſtance being at- 
ter Michaelmas, Chriſtmas ſoon ſuc- 
ceeded, and as uſual paſſed in vi- 
ſiting my particular friends, one 
of whom being a wealthy north- 


country wes we partook of one 


TEE . 


a 
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day's mirth in the ſtile of her coun- 
try, which conſiſted of plenty of ex- 


cCellent cheer, and cards moſt part of 


the night: ſhe was indeed a perfect 
emblem of generoſity, which ſhe 
fully exemplified in great liberality 
to me, but much more by diſplaying 
her benevolence in bringing up poor 
children, which ſhe did from their 
infancy, many of whom have ſince 
lived in a very reſpectable manner. 
The ſpring of the year 1760, and 
indeed the remaining months, moſt 
of them wore a gloomy aſpect, for 
my father's diſſipation encreaſing, 
brought on a variety of ills, as he 
frequently, on having ſpent more 
money than he choſe to account for, 
would cenſure every one in his way; 
and as he could with me uſe the 
greateſt freedom, I was the only 
oſtenſible ſufferer. This, with the dif- 
ficulty of his ng ans in his diet, 
DF (though 
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(though he always had an excellent 
cook,) made peace an almoſt total 
ſtranger to the family; and paſſion 
prevailing where reaſon ſhould have 


| preſided, had ſeveral times been 
nearly fatal. 


A ſuſtained the loſs likewiſe of my 
neighbour and friend, whoſe ſon I 


ſince foſtered, and likewiſe the el- 


deſt daughter of the family, who 


now live in the houſe I left, and 


whoſe funeral rites I attended in 
the evening. of the nineteenth of 
May, and on the twentieth m the 
morning, I was cloathed through- 
out in new attire, to take on me 
the part of a bride-maid, to my 
dear friend and nominal fiſter, Miſs 
„but who marrying more in 
contipiiacice with the wiſh of her 
friends than herſelf, I own did not 
make me ſo ſuſceptible of the ex- 
traordinary contraſt which I had met 


Nn 3 . 
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with in the courſe of twelve or four- 
teen hours; by thoſe various alter- 
ations taking place, I found myſelf 
in a very ſhort time deprived of 
three of my moſt intimate connec- 
tions, at leaſt fo far as to oblige me 
to go much farther after the two 
living ones, and to have ſome very 
awful reflections on the death of the 
third, which were much augmented 
by two others of the fame fami- 
ly, being at the ſame time ill, and 
that with the like diſeaſe, (which 
was epidemic) from whom no argu- 
ments whatever could prevail on me 
to be abſent ; and in my deſire to ob- 
lige, providence protected me as 1 
found no inconvenience. 

By way of alleviation to my miſ- 
fortunes, my vacation approaching, 
I determined to ſpend that time with 
my evereſteemed friend, with whom 
I had been mut * in college, 
(Mrs. 
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(Mrs. V— ) their houſe being 


then at Beckenham in Kent, and 
where I partook 'as uſual (in her 
company) 'of ſuch pleaſure as my 
heart could wiſh, But it is with 
horror I declare, that not many 
months after, my father by ſome in- 
diſcreet flight or other in his tem- 
per, deprived me of that moſt in- 
valuable treaſure, by ſome inconſiſt- 
ent altercation - in trade, where not 
content to ſhare the diſagreement, he 
cruelly forbad me having any farther 
intercourſe with that dear lady. 1 
really don't know, literally ſpeaking, 
whether the meſſenger of death 
would have been more awful, or 
could have yielded to me a more 
violent ſenſation, than I at that 
time felt, as I certainly had no 
chance of replacing her with any 
one who could fo effentially ſerve 
me. I however made ſome new con- 
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nections, particularly with the fa- 

mily of the prefent Lady Littleton, 
which being numerous, and poſſef- 
ſing great abilities, I ſometimes found 
great relief in their company; but 
the diſtance being much greater, 
proved a bar to that intimacy, which 
ſeemed to meet the wiſhes of all 
parties; and I have the pleaſure to 
fay that the friendſhip is not yet 
wholly eradicated. Some young 
ladies who were quakers, and very 


agreeable, at times added to the ſo- 
ciety which in ſome meaſure alleyi- 


ated my thoughts, but ſtill the re- 


membrance of the many pleaſant 


evenings, were too frequently inter- 


fering, and made me very unhappy. 
The autumn of this year, I may 
ſay, ſealed my unfortunate fate, for 
an article in trade proving ſcarce 
at the inſtigation of a neighbour in 
the ſame manufactory, Mr Moore 


(my 
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my late huſband,) applied for a ſup- 
ply of the ſame at our warehouſe, 
when the demand from thoſe who 
had long wanted, eauſed frequent 
opportunities for his dropping in, 
under pretence of giving freſh in- 
ſtructions, where it was to be ſhip- 
ped; I muſt confeſs I by no means 
perceived his intentions, and on my 
writing to him, ſignifying the im- 
probability of a ſupply in the article 
required, I neither ſaw or heard from 
bim during ſeveral months; and 
Oh! happy would it have been had 
our intercourſe then ended, at leaſt 
as far as human foreſight dictates; 
but alas! we ſee imperfectly, not 
conſidering the firſt caufe, from 
which ſource alone, we are to de- 
rive our various ſucceſſes in this 
life, and who for various ends, veils. 
at one time or other of our exiſtence. 
our moſt anxious defires, for ſuch. 


ES . wiſe. 
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wiſe reaſons as alone are e attendant 

on the divine attributes. | 
During the interval, in n 1 
loſt ſight of my unfortunate friend, 
the death of the late King inter- 
fered, and the exertion required on 
that occaſion was ſo great on my 
part, (in buſineſs) that I could ſcarce- 
ly obtain time for my natural repoſe, 
on which account one of my father's 
Companions being a watch-maker, 
; (and in the employ of the court,) 
prevailed on him to give him orders 
to make me a new andelegant watch, 
which was to be done without my 
privity or knowledge, but on our 
being together at our friend Mrs, 
V 's, they inſiſted on his gra- 
tifying me in ſome ſhape or other, 
when he made the above declaration, 
and that really was the only preſent 
of value I ever received at his hands, 
duting the ſeven years I mortified my- 
ſelf 
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ſelf in ſubmitting to every poſlible fa- 
tigue which I never could by any 
means have done; but from the mo- 
tives to which, I was urged from 
innate principles, as judging accord- 
ing to my ability how far my duty 
urged the impulſe; and had I not 
adhered more ſtrongly to the dictates 
of religion than reaſon, I never had: 
been able to perſevere; for under the 
conſideration of even my mother's: 
cloaths and jewels being ſacrificed 
for want of regard to me, to a ſe- 
cond wife, withholding from me a: 
legacy left me by one of my mo- 
ther's relations; and above all, if by 
chance we went out together, tak- | 
ing me to taverns for morning gills, 
and barring me every pleaſure allow- 
ed to others, except u upon extraordi- 
nary emergencies at the ſuit of my 
friends, it will be I dare ſay eaſily 

ſurmiſed, that! muſt have (when to 
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all this was added what I have be- 
fore related) had many ſtruggles be- 
tween duty and compliance: but for 
the ſatisfaction this conformity on 
mature reflection has yielded me, 
through all the difficulties to which 
1 have been fubjected, I with to re- 
commend to my young friends, that 
ſtrict attention to parental authority, 
which may at all times render them 
that ſolid conſolation which can by 
no other means be obtained. | 
Soon after Chriſtmas, to my 
ſurprize one afternoon appeared 
Mr. Moore, of whom 1 had loſt 
every . remembrance, till he made 
" htmſelf known to me, which he did 
by informing me he was acquainted 
with a lady whom I viſited, and by 
the attention he ſeemed to pay to 
books, (which was merely feigned) 
we entered into a little common- 
place converſation, but ſtill being ac- 


cuſtomed 
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cuſtomed to flattery, from the con- 
ſtant intercourſe I had with the ſex, 
I paid little regard to any thing 
that fell from him on that ſubject; 
but repeated application at laſt con- 
vinced me of his intentions towards 
me as a wife: he was certainly a man 
of agreeable appearance and addreſs, . 
and as I determined by way of pro- 
tection (as I then thought) to adhere 
to ſuch whoſe permanent ſituation, 
(at leaſt what appeared ſuch) ſhould 
in ſome meaſure direct me, I after 
a few weeks conſented to my father. 
being acquainted therewith ; on my 
firſt introducing my lover to him as 
my friend, I ſuppoſed from his appear- 
ance he was ten or twelve years in 
advance over and above my own age, 
in which diſcretion was my guide.— 
In conſequence of ſeveral viſits on 
the occaſion, a time was Propoſed 
for inſpecting his concerns in trade, 


I bs 3 (which 


292 MEMOIRS OF 


a 


(which were as it ſince proved, held 
out in a two-fold appearance) upon 
which every thing ſeemed promiſing, 
and terms as Mr. Moore informed 
me, were mutually agreed .on. In 
a matter of ſuch delicacy, I was not 
ſo timid as not on my own behalf to 
make every needful inquiry among 
my friends, reſpecting the charac- 
ter and ſituation of the man I meant 
to adopt as a huſband; and indeed 
I ſeemed to gain therein every ſatis- 
faction I could with; but I am ſorry 
to ſay, that in thoſe caſes people, 
ſome from the hope of a reforma- 
tion, and others from the fear of their 
ſuſpicions not being well-grounded, 
concealed his propenſity to that vice, 
which not only in future diſturbed 
my quiet, but brought on me even- 
tually every evil which the mind of 
man could ſuggeſt ;—but of that 
more hereafter, 


Every 
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Every thing ſeemed at this time 


to goon extremely well; and a jour- 


ney to Woking was propoſed for us 
all together, my father on horſe- 
back, and ourſelves in a poſt-chaiſe : 
we as uſual received a very polite 
welcome at our old friend's, Mr. 


B-—, where (as every thing ſeem- 


ed ſettled, the young ladies who 
were three in nuraber, thought it a 


moſt favourable opportunity for their 


father joining our hands, and for 


them to officiate as bride-maids; but 
I wiſhed, as prudence dictated, to 


turn the matter over in my mind a 


* 


few months longer, leaſt by being 


too precipitate in a matter of ſuch 


moment, I might irretrievably err; 
for which reaſon, no argument what- 


ever, even from my reſpectable and 
experienced adviſer the Rector, could 
prevail. I cannot help notwith- 
* the gravity of my preſent 

| topic, 


294  _ MEMOIRS OP 


topic, noticing a laughable adven- 
ture which happened to a gentleman, 
who was on a love-errand to my fa- 
vourite the eldeſt daughter of that 
reſpectable family. The camp being 
fixed on the ſame ſpot, four ſucceſ- 
fave years, (this being one) the ſol- 
diers were (as 1s generally the caſe): 
making depredations over the coun- 
try in the evening, and from ſuch 
an idea, the lady of this houſe fan- 
cied ſhe heard ſome people in the 
garden, and though we were quite 
diverted at the matter, and wiſhed 
to convince her to the contrary, ſhe: 
ſtill perſiſted, when conſtruing her 
to be at laſt right, we all ſallied 
forth in dread array, to detect the 
thief, when on the ſtranger who 
was rather low in ſtature, turning a 
corner without light, we on a ſud- 
den heard him fall into a large reſer- 
voir or ceſs-pool, which contained 
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all the foul liquor from the kitchen 
and ſcullery: this, though it cauſed 


a general rifibility in the young folks, 


brought a ſevere reprehenſion from 


the divine, particularly as no depre- 


dations appeared to be made, and in 
courſe the beau who ſpoiled his court- 
ing ſuit, was in ſome meaſure diſ- 


pleaſed; but this only ſubjecting 


him more to our cenſure, he con- 


tented himſelf with diſpenſing with 
the temporary relief of his clerical 
friend's aſſiſtance in the clothing way, 
and the next day the joke ſubſided. | 
At the time appointed for my re- 
turn, my father deputed Mr. Moore 
to fetch me to town, to which he 
gave ſanction, by accommodating him 
with his horſe, which was to be 


returned by our ſervant, and we were 


to come together in a poſt-chaile, 
which was complied with, and all 


things for a few weeks ſeemed ta. 


wear 
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wear the appearance of friendſhip and 
good harmony, till on a ſudden guſt 
of humour in my father, I found an 
alteration in his ſentiments; but 
he would to me aſſign no reaſon 
whatever, but was continually up- 
braiding me with the choice I had 
made, and vilifying my lover in e- 
very ſenſe of the word, at which I 
was much alarmed, and informed him 
that if he could declare any ſubſtan- 
tial reaſons for retracting from every 
thing he had ſaid, I would accede to 
his with of breaking off the connec- 
tion; but if not, as I had avoided- 
troubling him in matters of that 
ſort till I was fixed in my determi- 
nation, I was in honour bound to 
continue the correſpondence; but 
the ſame degree of obſtinacy conti- 
nuing as before had been the caſe, 
I found that parting with the mo- 
hey he had promiſed, (which was 
* 
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really but a ſmall proportion of my 
earning,) was the real cauſe of the 
grievance, and which Mr. Moore 
was ſoon given to underſtand; on 
which profeſſing for me ſuch an in- 
violable attachment, he offered to 
marry me without my father's con- 
ſent; but in that particular, my pride 
was ſenſibly affected, having with 
indefatigable induſtry, aſſiſted in get- 
ting together many thouſand pounds, 
I thought myſelf intitled to a daugh- 
* ter's ſhare, and informed Mr. Moore 
that as I was fully determined, (in 
the true ſenſe of the word) not to 
be obligated to any man breathing, I 
wiſhed him to defiſt, and no longer 
to conſider me as the object of his 
choice ; and I accordingly refuſed 
ſeeing him for ſome time; but the 
attorney we had for many years em- 
ployed, having my intereſt at heart, 
took on him the part of mediator in 
the 
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the buſineſs, but to no ent for. 
that time, that matters were by thoſe 
means ſome time kept in ſuſpenſe, 
and during which a market propoſal 
was made to my father on my ac- 
count, by a very rich family, but as. 
I was to have no voice in forming the. 
contract, I literally objected to it; 
but the ſuſpenſe, being declared. a- 
mong my friends, my patient lover 
at Hamptonwick, took the oppor- 
tunity of waiting perſonally on me, 
making the moſt honourable preten- 
ſions that honeſty. could ſuggeſt, and 
when I declared to him a prior en- 
gagement, he with equal honour 
ſaid, his only wiſh was to ſee me 
happy, and he hoped that would be 
accompliſhed with equal propriety, in 
the preference I had given; under 
that idea, he relinquiſhed, at the ſame 
time giving Mr. Moore and myſelf a 
kind invitation to his houſe in conſort, 
and 
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and he after my being married two 
years, ſent Mr. Moore a genteel pre- 
ſent, in acknowledgement of the re- 
gard he had for me in each ſtate. 


ER 


a XVI. 1 

FT ER ſome farther alterca- 
tions between my father and 
Mr. Moore, matters were at laſt 
compromiſed, and a time nearly fixed 
for celebrating our nuptials; but 
the inſtability of my father's tem- 
per carrying with it an idea to the 
world of the uncertainty of bring- 
ing things to a concluſion, my old 
frlend and lover Mr. P I, 
thought there might be ſome glim- 
mering ray of hope for him, flat- 
tered with which idea he ſent his at- 
torney to me, (with a carte blanche), 
when he propoſed not only to ſettle 
on me what my father might think 
pro- 


. 
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proper to give, 3 likewiſe all that 
he himſelf poſſeſſed without leaving 7 
himſelf maſter of a ſingle ſhilling ; - 
but as I viewed ſuch behaviour in 
the light of phrenzy, if I had not 
really been otherwiſe fixed, I ſhould 
not have countenanced ſuch incon- 
ſiſtent behaviour; and am ſorry to 
ſay, that on this final diſappoint- 
ment, he declared his intention of 
marrying the firſt who would accept 
his offer, which happened to be a 
very prudent young perſon of good 
family, though ſhe had no fortune: 
but from the raſhneſs of his con- 
duct, ſuch uneaſy reflections pre- 
vailed as confirmed in him ſo ſtrong 
a habit of drinking, that about ten 
or twelve years after he died thereto 
a martyr, but not before he had ta- 
ken an opportunity of declaring to 
my huſband that I had been the cauſe 
of his untimely death, which he 

4 | fore- 
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foreſaw approaching with haſty 
ſtrides, and that (to uſe his own 
words) I ſhould have his life to an- 
ſwer for; but as I was not conſcious 


of the crime that was alledged any 5 


farther than the preference given 
to the indulgence of my own fancy, 
I did not feel myſelf particularly af- 
fected; but Mr. Moore fired fo much 
with reſentment, that he declared 
that if he had not been fully convin- 
ced that he was at the point of death 
he would have given him a challenge; 
a few weeks ſucceeding this period, 
(as it appeared ſympathetic) cloſed 
with him the ſcene of this mortal 
life, leaving a widow and one 
daughter, much better provided for 
than from his diſſipated courſe could 
have been expected. 
My father, to the very laſt endea- 
-voured to throw in the way fome or 
other imputation, to bar the union; 
and 
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and offered to ſettle on me (ſeeing 


the loſs the trade muſt ſuſtain in my 
-abſence) a ſum of money to take 
me into the buſineſs, as a partner; 
and to provide for me a ſervant 
extraordinary ; but during all thoſe 
trying circumſtances LWas deprived 
' of my dear friend, and counſel- 


apprehenſion of forfeiting my ho- 
nour, on the other, were matter 
of ſuch weight in my comprehen- 
ſion, that I knew not how to decide; 
but after mature deliberation, I 
yielded to the then wiſhes of my 
heart, and conſented to fix the day 
of marriage, to which my father ſo far 
agreed, as to go with my lover, to 
take outthe liecence, and the 10th day 
of October I 761, was the day v Hl 
engaged me ina married life. 5 0 | 


THE END OF THE FIRST von uur. 


| lor Mrs. V————, I had | loſt my | 


guide, and the fear of not doing 
my duty on one hand, and the 


